
 

THE DERBYSHIRE PUB QUIZ LEAGUE 
 

ANNUAL MEETING - SOUTHERN AREA – DOVE and TRENT DIVISIONS 
 

held on Wednesday 9 June 2010 at the Brunswick Inn at 8.00 pm 
 

MINUTES 
Sally Levitt Black Cow A Nigel Coe Bowling Green 

John Wesson Black Cow A D? Bowling Green 

Iwan Thomas Royal Oak Les Hurst Durham Ox  

Geoff Jackson Miners Arms Lynne Wood Black Cow B 

Steve Hatcher Brunswick  Andy Bosworth Black Cow B 

Debs Simpson Abbey B Steve Bailey Black Cow B 

Chris Meyers Abbey B Ray Hambling Red Lion   

 
1. Apologies for absence:   
 Ian Robertson (Abbey A)  Terry Macdonald (Black Cow A),  Gordy Taylor  and Craig Robbins 

(Brunswick)  Chris Jones (Brunswick)  David Edwards (Roston Inn) 
 
2.   Minutes of Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 3 June 2009 were approved 
 
3.   Matters arising – there were no matters arising. 
 
 Items 4 and 6 were taken as one and discussion was wide ranging. 
 
4/6  Review of 2009-20010 and Arrangements for the 20010-2011 League Season 
  
 This being the first year of the division rearrangement,  teams seem to have accepted the 

geographical divisions well.   
 However, Black Cow B voiced their concern over their fate and their future within the league 

hangs in the balance.   
 On arrangements: 
 Talk quickly turned to the idea, mooted last year, of splitting the division in two at the half-

way point.   All agreed that this should be seriously considered.  The upper teams didn't like 
winning to such degrees either and would prefer more evenly matched matches.  This year, 
the division would have split at the same point at 10 weeks as it would have at week 20.  A 
problem at this point is that the eleven-team division would not split easily.   

 Other suggestions: 
 Team questions should be titled (not cryptic) and the titles announced at the beginning of 

each round.  Teams pick alternately. 
 Individual questions should be allocated 3 points for a correct answer, 2 for a individual 

throwback and then 1 or 1 point when the teams may confer. 
 A county-wide Premier League – but the question of distances travelled was appreciated. 

All appreciated the need to encourage more teams into the League.  Even though Les had 
sent information to the local press, the pieces, if inserted, were edited down and there had 
been no further interest from that source.  Les suggested he would attach a flyer to the 



website, this may be downloaded and perhaps individuals would deliver them to their local 
pubs. 
On quality of questions: 
The occasion when many questions were repeated was noted. 
The questions set by Beaureparian were not appreciated by one team rep., notably the 'easy' 
set and the 'list' type questions.   
Sally reported that the 'Guidelines for Question Setters' was being resurrected. 
Sally reported that this year we are hopeful to have the services of a question overseer.  This 
was appreciated. 

 
5. Website  

Les was thanked for the work he had done on the site, taking over as he did from Robbie last 
June.  He reported that the most visited page was the sample questions page – last week 65 
hits.  Other pages averaging about 6 hits per day. 
The domain will become available in June and Les will try to purchase.  Steve Hatcher may 
be able to liaise with the present owner – a friend of Robbie – to enable this. 

  
7. Chairman's Charity Quiz Night held at the Labour Club on 20 January 2010 

We thank the Brunswick for arranging the evening.   £212 was donated to the Haiti 
Earthquake Appeal. 
Iwan suggested that if we want to book the Royal Oak for next year we must book very soon.
  
A suggestion: that the Charity Quiz might be played as the first match of the season.   

 
8. Open Trophy Finals Night held at the Strutt Club, Belper on 12 May 2010. 

An enjoyable evening but not too well attended.  Good buffet.  Presentations appeared 
rushed because of eagerness to watch the football on TV. 
The Bowling Green asked why the questions for the finals had to be harder than the rest of 
the season.  This was particularly noted by them because they used the questions for a 
replay match ( Agg. 104)  Note also aggregate for Open Trophy Final 124 and Plate Final 92. 

 
9. Brain of Derbyshire held at the Strutt Club, Belper on Wednesday 19 May 2009. 

Iwan won the trophy this year, presented by Barry Simmons.  Iwan will set next year's 
questions and has an idea or two to tweak the format. 

 
10. Proposals for the AGM   

The Bowling Green had been keen to ensure they completed their fixtures for the season 
which had been delayed by the bad weather and a mix-up over venue.  They managed it and 
won their division but not before realising that their were no provisions for extra questions, or 
making arrangements for late playing of such matches.  It was pointed out that questions do 
cost £45 per set and one extra set had been provided for 7 April. 

11. Election:     
Match secretary remains Sally Levitt 
Area representatives: David Edwards and Tony MacDonald (in their absence)   
Ray Hambling did not wish to stand.   
Steve Bailey of Black Cow B was asked if he would like to stand and he agreed.  He was 
invited to attend the next committee meeting on 16 June. 

 
12. AOB 

It was suggested that the DPQL website address should appear in the Year Book.  Agreed. 
 
We remembered Robbie Langton, Margaret Woolley and Jock Smith, all of whom were keen 
quizzers with long term connections with the League, and who had all sadly passed away 
during the past year. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.40pm 

 
 


