
Open Trophy Arrangements 2013-14

1 Important Changes:

1.1 Prior to the “last 16” round and the first round of the Plate, both scheduled for Wednesday 5th March 2014,

the competition will operate separately for North and South, with the Barmote and Scarsdale Divisions following one

format and the Dove and Trent Divisions another.

1.2 To reflect  the relative number of teams from North and South competing for this year’s Open Trophy, 7 of

the 12 Northern entrants,  and 9 of the 16 Southern teams will  proceed to the Round of  16 to be decided as

described below. The 12 teams who are not successful will go into the First Round of the Plate.

2 Qualifying Rounds - Northern Divisions:

2.1 Each of the Barmote and Scarsdale teams will play four matches, a home and an away match against each of

two other teams. The one opponent will have been drawn at random from a pool containing all the entrants from

both the Barmote and Scarsdale Divisions, the matches scheduled for the 4th December 2013 and the 12th February

2014. The other opponent will be the team from the other Northern division randomly drawn as the same “letter” in

the fixture plan.  These matches will be scheduled for the two dates prior to the 12th February when both teams

would otherwise be without a fixture.

2.2 Qualification for the Round of 16 will go to the top 7 teams in a table based on all four matches, with 2

points awarded for a win, 1 for a draw and 0 for a defeat.

2.3 Where two or more teams have scored the same number of match points, higher position in the table will go

to whichever team(s) have aggregated the most quiz points (not quiz points ratio as in the League). Should two or

more teams still be tied, the higher position will go to the team with fewer/fewest quiz points aggregated against

them. In the unlikely event that it is still impossible to separate teams, this will be done on the toss of a coin by the

Fixtures Co-ordinator or by a neutral representative of the League Committee as soon as possible after the 12th

February.

2.4 Should it be accepted as impossible to play a match through circumstances outside the control of the teams

e.g. weather,  the score will  be taken as identical  to that recorded in the return fixture.  Should it  be genuinely

impossible to play both of the matches between two teams, the match and quiz points each team has scored in the

one or two matches it has played will be scaled up accordingly. The League Committee will be the final arbiter in any

dispute or uncertainty, which should be addressed through the Fixtures Co-ordinator.

3 Qualifying Rounds – Southern Divisions:

3.1 Each of the Dove and Trent teams will play a two-leg tie (home and away) against another Southern team

drawn at random.

3.2 Automatic qualification for the Round of 16 will go to the 8 teams winning their ties on aggregate. Should a

tie end in an aggregate draw, the mechanism prescribed in Rule 15 of the League’s “Quiz Rules” will be applied. Rule

15 states (with some explanatory asides):

“In a knock-out competition, in the event of a tie, the match will be decided by putting one spare team question to

each team (i.e. the two Beer Round team questions), points being scored as in Rule 5 (i.e. the normal scoring pattern

for a three-part team question), the team scoring most points being the winner. If there is still a tie the match will be

decided  on  a  “sudden  death”  basis  by  individual  questions  (i.e. the  eight  remaining  questions  from  the  four



individual rounds taken in order, followed by the first two available “spare questions”) being put in pairs, one to each

team, until a definite result is reached; scoring will be as in Rule 5 (i.e. 2 points for a correctly answered  assigned

question, 1 point for a bonus). If all questions are exhausted and no definite result is reached, the team scoring the

most “2 points” in individual rounds and “3 points” in team rounds in the quiz shall be the winner. (N.B. In the

unlikely event of this being necessary, the score sheet from the first leg will need to have been retained. It will be the

responsibility of the winning team from the first leg to do this. If they cannot present this sheet, the count back will

be based on  the second leg  only.)  Prior  to  the  start  of  “sudden death”  individual  questions,  both  teams may

nominate the order in which team members will attempt to answer questions.” 

Should there still be an aggregate draw, the winner will be decided on the toss of a coin by the Question Reader.

3.3 The 9th qualifier will be the losing team amassing the largest aggregate number of quiz points. Should there

be  more than one  losing  team scoring  the  same number  of  aggregate  quiz  points,  the team  having  the  least

aggregate quiz points scored against them will qualify. If it is still  impossible to separate teams, again, it will be

decided on the toss of a coin by the Fixtures Co-ordinator or a neutral representative of the League Committee.

3.4 Should it be accepted as impossible to play a match through circumstances outside the control of the teams

e.g. weather, the score will be taken to be identical to that recorded in the return fixture. Should it be genuinely

impossible to play both legs between two teams, it will be decided on the toss of a coin by the Fixtures Co-ordinator

or a neutral representative of the League Committee.

4 Later Rounds

4.1 The draw for the Round of 16 will be made by the League Committee as soon as possible after the 12 th

February, when it should have become clear who the 16 qualifiers are. At the same time the remaining 12 teams will

go into a draw for the 1st Round of the Plate competition. These and all subsequent draws will be circulated to team

contacts by email and will appear on the DPQL website. All matches from this point on in both competitions will be

single-leg affairs.

4.2 The 8 successful teams, subject to the tie-break arrangements described in paragraph 3.2, will proceed to

the quarter-finals for which there will be a fresh draw. Similarly, the 6 successful teams in the Plate will go through

to a quarter-final where they will be joined by the 2 losing teams from the Round of 16 who have registered the

largest  number  of  quiz  points.  Should  two  or  more  teams  have  the  same  score,  the  team  conceding  the

smaller/smallest number of points will progress. Should it still be impossible to separate two or more teams, again, it

will  be  decided  on the  toss  of  a  coin  by  the  Fixtures  Co-ordinator  or  a  neutral  representative  of  the  League

Committee.)

4.3 Fresh draws will also be made for the semi-final of each competition. 

4.4 The finals of the Open Trophy and Plate competitions will be held at the Strutt Club, Belper on Wednesday, 7th

May 2014.
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