
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 21st February 2018 
 

Set by: Dave S 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 Each answer contains a body part. For one answer this is a homonym. 
 
 

1. In which British city would you find “Wellington's Column”? Liverpool 

2. Which girl in a Hans Christian Andersen story is carried off by a toad one night who wants her 
as a bride for her son? 

Thumbelina 

3. Which Essex town, 10 miles northeast of Chelmsford, became a centre for silk manufacturing 
in the 19th century? 

Braintree 

4. Robert Wagner co-starred with Stephanie Powers as amateur detectives in which TV series? 
  

Hart to Hart 

5. Who was the MP for the now defunct constituency of Ebbw Vale from 1960 – 1983? Michael Foot 

6. What, when it opened to the public in 2000, was the world's tallest Ferris wheel? London Eye 

7. Of which rock band is Guy Garvey the lead singer? Elbow 

8. Of which desert resort in California was Sonny Bono the mayor from 1988 -1992? Palm Springs 

9. In Greek mythology who slew the Trojan hero Hector outside the gates of Troy? Achilles 

10. Who wrote the 1959 short story “The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner”? 
 

Alan Sillitoe 

 



Team Round 2 
1. The films of Quentin Tarantino Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Pam Grier played the title role in which film? Jackie Brown 

b) Which of his films featured the song 'Stuck in the middle with you'? 
 

Reservoir Dogs 

c) What was the name of his last directed film which he conceived as a sequel to his previous film 
Django Unchained? 

The Hateful Eight 
 

2. Fairs Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In which national park would you be if you took a trip to Widecombe Fair? 

 
Dartmoor 

b) Which Irish fair, held from the 13th century until the 1850s, was renowned for its fighting and 
drinking? 

Donnybrook Fair 

c) In which month of the year is Ilkeston’s Charter Fair held? October 

3. Castor and Pollux Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In mythology name either half-sister of Castor and Pollux. Helen of Troy or Clytemnestra 

b) In which constellation are the stars Castor and Pollux? 
 

Gemini 

c) In classical mythology how are Castor and Pollux collectively known? 
 

The Dioscuri (accept Tyndarids) 

4. Number 6 Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Pimms No 6 Cup is based on which spirit?  

 
Vodka 

b) In and around which Welsh village would you find Festival No.6, an annual art and music festival 
first held in September 2012?  

Portmeirion 

c) Where is the RAF’s No. 6 Squadron garrisoned? It is the RAF’s only operational station in 
Scotland. 

RAF Lossiemouth 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Three American Aarons Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which TV producer and screen-writer’s successes include the TV series “The West Wing” and 
the films: “A Few Good Men”, “Moneyball” and “Steve Jobs”? 
 

Aaron Sorkin 

b) Which composer works include the ballets: Billy the Kid and Appalachian Spring? 
 

Aaron Copland 

c) On April 8, 1974, which baseball player hit his 715th home run, breaking Babe Ruth's record in 
doing so?  

Hank Aaron 

6. In a similar vein Click here to enter rubric. 
a) LASER is an acronym for "light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation". In a similar 

vein, what does the M stand for in MASER? 
Microwave 

Microwave 

b) In the financial world LIBOR stands for London Interbank Offered Rate.  In a similar vein, what 
does the T stand for in TIBOR?  

Tokyo 

c) Bollywood and Pollywood are respective informal names for India's Hindi and Punjabi language 
film industries. For which language's films is Kollywood a soubriquet? 

Tamil 

7. Female equivalents Give the female equivalents of: 
a) Spear, the line of male descent in genealogy.  Distaff 

b) Incubus, in legend a night demon of male form. Succubus 

c) A misogynist.  Misandrist 

8. Shopping centres Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What is the name of the first 'American-style' shopping malls to be built in the UK? The largest 

of the 23 built is in Manchester.  
Arndale Centres 

b) Gateshead has the largest shopping centre in the UK. What is it called?  
 

MetroCentre 

c) Formerly known as 'The Shires Shopping Centre', in which Midlands town or city would you 
shop at Highcross? 

Leicester 



Individual Round 3 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. What is the most common function of a diode in an electric current? It allows current to flow in one 
direction only 

2. In Doctor Who, what is the original home planet of the Time Lords? Gallifrey 

3. What was the official UK Christmas 2017 number one single? 
 

Perfect Duet (Ed Sheeran and 
Beyonce) 

4. Which two countries have a border with Moldova? Romania and Ukraine 

5. Which popular chinoiserie pattern on ceramics is attributed to Thomas Minton? Willow Pattern 

6. In previous times which Roman Catholic ceremony used a bell, book and candle?   
 

Excommunication 

7. Which Premiership football manager is known as the “Ginger Mourhino” (More-een-ee-o)? Sean Dyche 

8. Bucklings and bloaters are made from what type of fish? 
 

Herring 

9. In British politics, what was once described as “Mr. Balfour’s Poodle”? 
 

The House of Lords 

10. In which decade was Cardiff made the capital of Wales? 
 

1950's (1955) 

 



Team Round 4 
1. What connects What connects: 

a) Smothered, scholar's and fool's? 
 

Checkmates in Chess (prompt on 
chess) 

b) Oolong, Matcha and Pu-erh?    Types of Tea 

c) The Mir space station, Bolivia’s capital La Paz and the Hebrew word "Shalom" All mean Peace 

2. Novelty records Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which BBC presenter was mentioned in the title of a 1998 hit by "A Tribe of Toffs"? 

 
John Kettley   (John Kettley is a 
Weatherman) 

b) Who had a 1971 UK number 3 hit with Johnny Reggae? 
 

The Piglets 

c) In a 1999 UK chart-topping single by Baz Luhrmann what was everybody free to wear? 
 

Sunscreen 

3. Literary title characters Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which book centres around the life of Liesel Meminger, a nine-year-old girl living in Germany 

during World War II?  
The Book Thief 

b) Collectively Amy, Meg, Jo and Beth are known as what in a 19th century two-volume novel? 
 

Little Women 

c) Oscar Diggs is the titular character of which novel? 
 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 

4. Portmanteau words Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The fictional suburb of Walford in TV's EastEnders is a portmanteau of two East London 

districts. Name either of them.  
Walthamstow or Stratford 

b) Which portmanteau word which is slang meaning sexually attractive, especially with curvaceous 
buttocks was the name of a 2001 hit single for Destiny's Child? 

Bootylicious 

c) Named after her current prime minister, which word refers to the “three arrowed” economic 
measures that have been taken in an attempt to revive Japan’s stagnant economy? 

Abenomics (after Shinzō Abe) 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Science mix Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What name is given to deposits of clay, silt, sand left by a river?  
 

Alluvium 

b) What was the name of the hour-long Channel 4 popular science and documentary programme 
which ran from 1986 to 2001? 

Equinox 

c) The giant-impact hypothesis, sometimes called the Big Splash, or the Theia Impact is an 
explanation for the formation of what? 

The Moon (Earth’s moon of 
course) 

6. Dynasties Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which famous dynasty's family home is at Hyannis Port, Massachusetts? The Kennedys 

b) Which North African country has been run by the Alaouite Dynasty since 1631? 
 

Morocco 

c) Which dynasty ruled China from 1368 to 1644? 
 

Ming 

7. Motorways in Britain Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What is the only motorway in England that does not meet any other motorway at a junction? M2 

b) Which motorway runs between Edinburgh and Dunblane? M9 

c) Which Motorway is also known as the Manchester Outer Ring Road 
 

M60 

8. The shortest Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which planet in our solar system has the shortest day? Jupiter 

b) Of the seven SI base units, which has the shortest name? 
 

Mole 

c) With 1,787 lines, which is William Shakespeare’s shortest play?  The Comedy of Errors 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Place the postcode. Specifically, where would you be if you were… 
 
 

1. Waiting for a plane at CM24 1QW? Stansted Airport 

2. Queuing for a roller coaster or visiting the zoo at B78 3TW? Drayton Manor Park 

3. Attending the Norman Foster designed concert venue at NE8 2JR? Sage, Gateshead 

4. Visiting the fortified medieval manor house at DE45 1LA? Haddon Hall 

5. Having a heart transplant at CB23 3RE? Papworth Hospital 

6. Visiting the Queen’s residence at PE35 6EN? Sandringham House 

7. Watching TV’s “Strictly Come Dancing” and “Pointless” being recorded at WD6 1JG? Elstree Studios, Borehamwood 

8. Making coins at CF72 8YT? Royal Mint, Llantrisant 

9. Dining at the Michelin 3-star restaurant at SL6 2AQ? The Fat Duck, Bray 

10. Watching Open Championship golf at EH31 2EG? Muirfield Golf Club 

 



Team Round 6 - A round of disambiguation. 
1. Set 1 What can be both.......... 

a) A bullion coin and a 35 bottle Champagne size? 
 

Sovereign 

b) A person or machine that separates grain from crops by beating and a shark which uses its long 
tail to deliver incapacitating blows to its prey? 

Thresher 

c) The name of the beachfront estate in T.V.'s Magnum, P.I. and a British sitcom that ran from 
1977 to 1981 which centred around a bistro?  

Robin's Nest 

2. Set 2 What can be both.......... 
a) A firm clump of grass and a cushion for kneeling on in church, whilst at prayer? 

 
Hassock 

b) An adjective meaning to be optimistic or positive, especially in demanding situations, and chalk 
of a reddish-brown colour?  

Sanguine 

c) The nickname of a very famous golfer and the top award at the Berlin International Film 
Festival?  

Golden Bear 

3. Set 3 What can be both.......... 
a) A novel by Herman Melville and an opera by Benjamin Britten? Billy Budd 

b) A sub region of Oceania and a character in the Doctor Dolittle stories?  Polynesia 

c) A 1979 single by The Cure and a 1999 film starring Hilary Swank for which she won an Academy 
Award for Best Actress?  

Boys Don't Cry 

4. Set 4 What can be both.......... 
a) The name of a football stadium in London and the capital of the British Overseas Territory of 

Anguilla?  
The Valley 

b) One of Italy's active 3 volcanoes and the puppeteer in Pinocchio? Stromboli 

c) A UK TV spy-fi series which starred Peter Wyngarde as Jason King and a British new wave band 
best known for their debut single, "Is Vic There"? 

Department S 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Set 5 What can be both.......... 

a) An organ of the body and a small market town in Suffolk which is about 4 miles south of Diss in 
Norfolk?  

Eye 

b) A genus of flowering plant of the legume family and the gentleman burglar created by Maurice 
Leblanc?  

Lupin 

c) The name of the actor who played the title role in the BBC sci-fi series Blake's 7 and the name of 
a retired Welsh international rugby player who came out as gay in December 2009?  

Gareth Thomas 

6. Set 6 What can be both.......... 
a) A 1996 single by Britpop band Sleeper and a BBC One TV series which starred Ricky Tomlinson 

as a private investigator?  
Nice Guy Eddie 

b) A type of bottled water and the 1962 agreements on Algerian independence from France? 
 

Evian 

c) An island country in the southern Caribbean Sea and a liqueur flavoured with the dried peel of 
the laraha citrus fruit?  

Curaçao 

7. Set 7 What can be both.......... 
a) A city and province in South East Turkey and a fictional superhero? 

 
Batman 

b) A word meaning a complete and ignominious failure and a round-bottomed wine bottle 
covered with a close-fitting straw basket?  

Fiasco 

c) A hairstyle and the common name for the executive wing of New Zealand’s parliament 
buildings?  

Beehive 

8. Set 8 What can be both.......... 
a) A genre of Trinidadian folk music and a nymph in Greek mythology who detained Odysseus for 

several years?  
Calypso 

b) The killer of the Chimera in Greek mythology and the warship on which Napoleon Bonaparte 
surrendered to the British in 1815?  

Bellerophon 

c) A drinks company whose primary product is smoothies and the name of thirteen Popes?  
 

Innocent 



Individual Round 7 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. On what body of water would you find Wigan Pier? 
 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal 

2. What started at Fort Sumter and finished at the Appomattox Court House? The American Civil War 

3. A 10.5% minimum of which metal is added to steel to make it into "stainless steel"? 
 

Chromium 

4. Which month is mentioned in the opening sentence of George Orwell’s novel 1984? April 

5. How old was Henry III of England when he became king? 
 

Nine 

6. Of which palace is the central gallery known as the “Hall of Mirrors”? Versailles 

7. Between 1977 and 2011, which country's flag consisted of entirely one colour? Libya 

8. In which European city is there a boulevard known as Las Ramblas? Barcelona 

9. Two books of the Bible start with the words “In the beginning”. Genesis is one, what is the 
other? 

The Gospel of John 

10. According to Greek mythology who was the first mortal woman on earth? Pandora 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Fashion companies Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which British lingerie retailer was co-founded in 1994 by Joseph Corré, the son of Vivienne 
Westwood? 

Agent Provocateur 

b) Which international clothing company, whose designs sometimes feature the Royal Air Force 
roundel, was founded in 1963 by Arthur Benjamin Sugarman? 

Ben Sherman 

c) The boutique chain Chelsea Girl, which closed its doors in 1998, is now a retail brand of which 
company?  

River Island 

2. Derbyshire mix Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Standing on Hallam Moors at a height of 438 metres, what is the name of the famous landmark 

that marks the boundary between Derbyshire and South Yorkshire? 
Stanedge Pole 

b) Which Derbyshire town holds an annual highland gathering? Ashbourne 

c) Born in Cromford, which writer of over 100 books is best known for her children's series about 
Little Grey Rabbit?  

Alison Uttley 

3. Which sport? Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Paul Luxon in 1972 and Sue Shotton in 1984 were Britain's first male and female world 

champions in which sport?  
Trampolining 

b) Which sport has a 'beach start' and a 'dock start'? Water Skiing 

c) In which sport is the Strathcona Cup competed for? 
 

Curling 

4. Nephew and nieces Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Christian name and current surname required. Who is the only niece of Queen Elizabeth II?  

 
Lady Sarah Chatto 

b) Which nephew of Claudius preceded him as Emperor of Rome? 
 

Caligula 

c) Which US President's niece was his First Lady? 
 

James Buchanan 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. How are they collectively known? Click here to enter rubric. 

a) In Greek mythology: Calais, Zetes, Hylas and 47 others? The Argonauts (accept Minyans) 

b) In a 1984 film of the same name, parapsychologists: Peter Venkman, Raymond Stantz, and Egon 
Spengler? 
Ghostbusters 

Ghostbusters 

c) In the city of Bath, thirty Grade I listed, Georgian, terraced houses that form a semi-ellipse 
around a great lawn? 

Royal Crescent  

6. Computing acronyms What do the following stand for? 
a) DMA 

 
Direct Memory Access 

b) SQL Structured Query Language 

c) The encryption program PGP Pretty Good Privacy 

7. The human body Click here to enter rubric. 
a) How are leukocytes more commonly known? White blood cells  

b) Which gland produces the hormone melatonin? Pineal gland 

c) Adenoid (aka pharyngeal), tubal, palatine and lingual are the four types of what?  Tonsil 

8. Drought Click here to enter rubric. 
a) "The drought had lasted now for ten million years, and the reign of the terrible lizards had long 

since ended" are the opening words of which novel? 
2001: A Space Odyssey  

b) Who in 1976 became Britain’s Minister for Drought? Denis Howell 

c) Which species of plant has adapted to survive in an environment with very little water? Its 
name derives from the Greek words for dry and plant.  

Xerophyte 



Beer Round 
Click here to enter rubric. 

1. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What nationality is women’s tennis player Jeļena Ostapenko? Latvian 

b) In which musical would you hear the song “I’ve Grown Accustomed to Her Face”? My Fair Lady 

c) Who is the current Shadow Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union? Keir Starmer 

2. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What nationality is women’s tennis player Simona Halep? Romanian 

b) In which musical would you hear the song “A Cock-Eyed Optimist”? South Pacific 

c) Who is the current Shadow Secretary of State for Education? Angela Rayner 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. In 2017, what connected Beyoncé, George Clooney and Ronaldo? All became parents to twins 

2. What is often called the fourth state of matter? Plasma 

3. Who sailed away to the land where bong trees grow? The Owl and the Pussycat 

 


