
                           
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, May 2nd 
Set by: Roger Springthorpe 

  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 All answers have the name of a sports cup in them 
 
 

1. What is the name of the protagonist in Brideshead Revisited whose name is included in the 
sub-title?  

Charles Ryder 

2. Specifically what is the nationality of singer and musician Paolo Nutini? Scottish 

3. Who was President of the Confederacy during the American Civil War? Jefferson Davis 

4. Which explorer, who had the birth name John Rowlands, made his most famous discovery at 
the village of Ujiji near Lake Tanganyika in 1871?  

Stanley 

5. Which metal combines with silver in a solid solution to form electrum? Gold 

6. What is the former name of the capital of West Bengal? Calcutta 

7. The crossroads at Quatre Bras was the site of the first principal engagement of which battle? Waterloo 

8. In the Star Trek series on films and TV, by what name is the alliance of planets the Enterprise 
and Starfleet protect usually referred to?   

Federation 

9. Which BBC Breakfast presenter is the usual male host of “Football Focus”? Dan Walker 

10. In September 2017, which company had its licence revoked because it was deemed not fit and 
proper to operate in London, in an action that allegedly affected 3,500,000 customers? 

Uber Cabs 

 



Team Round 2 
1. Roads Click here to enter rubric. 

a) The Appian Way ran from Rome to which port destination?  Brindisi 

b) The M57 is the outer ring road of which British city? Liverpool 
 

c) What is the longest “motorable” road in the world according to the Guinness Book of Records? Pan American highway 

2. 1934 the year of gangsters Click here to enter rubric. 
a) On July 22, 1934, who was shot dead outside the Biograph Cinema by federal agents?  John Dillinger 

b) How was the gangster born Lester Joseph Gillis, who was killed by federal agents on November 
27, 1934, more notoriously known?  

Baby Face Nelson 

c) On May 23, 1934, Captain Frank Hamer of the Texas Rangers led the party of agents who 
ambushed and shot which killers? 

Bonnie and Clyde 

3. British Cathedrals Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In which cathedral is Jane Austen buried? Winchester 

 
b) Which cathedral is the biggest Gothic church in England?  York Minster 

c) Which play was first performed in the Chapter House of Canterbury Cathedral in 1935? Murder in the Cathedral 

4. Islands Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which is the largest of the Dodecanese islands? Rhodes 

b) Antananarivo is the full name of the capital city of which island? Madagascar 

c) Which island, with its own historical significance, is linked with Ascension and Tristan da Cuhna 
to form a British dependent territory? 

Saint Helena 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Colours What primary colours are these shades of?... 

a) Malachite Green 

b) Cerulean Blue 

c) Cerise Red 

6. Measurements Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Based on the human hand, how many inches were measured by a span? Nine 

b) How many inches were measured by the biblical measurement of a cubit? Eighteen 

c) In surveying, what name was given to the unit that measured 7.92 inches, one hundredth part 
of a chain? 

Link (or Gunter’s Link) 

7. Mnemonics Click here to enter rubric. 
a) “Virgins are rare” is a mnemonic for remembering which formula from physics? Volts = Amps x Resistance 

b) Despite its wording, the mnemonic “No plan like yours to study history wisely” is meant to help 
a student to remember what?  

Order of British Ruling Houses 

c) “Super man helps every one” is a five word mnemonic designed to help the user remember 
what in geography? 

Order of the Great Lakes  (West to 
East) 

8. Astronomy Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What term is used for the reflecting power of a planet or none-luminous body? Albedo 

b) On which moon of Jupiter were water plumes discovered in 2016? Europa 

c) Vesta is the name of the brightest what in the evening sky? Asteroid 



Individual Round 3 All answers contain a symbol used on ordnance survey maps 
 
 

1. In the USA which animal is a symbol of the Republican Party? Elephant (Zoo) 

2. When they first appeared what were known as “Dandy horses” due to the foppish nature of 
the rich people who bought them? 

Bicycles (Cycle track) 

3. Which name is shared by a falls and weir on the river Dee near LLangollen and the biggest of 
the three falls that combine to form Niagara Falls, also called the Canadian Falls?  

Horseshoe Falls (Horse riding) 

4. What is the trademark of the company which makes Wilkinson razors? Crossed Swords (Battlefield) 

5. John Deacon of the rock group Queen was famous for hanging which musical instrument from 
his microphone to play it? 

Triangle (Height) 

6. Motte and bailey, stone keep, and concentric are the main three types of what? Castle (Castle or fort) 

7.  The hooded merganser, the mandarin, and the smew are all types of which bird? Duck (Nature reserve) 

8. In which TV science fiction series starring Marc Singer did reptilian aliens disguised as people 
come to earth, calling themselves visitors, in order to find humans to eat?   

V (Visitor centre) 

9. In the classic silent comedy film “The General” starring and directed by Buster Keaton, what 
was the General? 

Locomotive (Preserved railway) 

10. Similar to a tepee, what name was given to the dome-shaped hut made from skins and bark, 
built by North American Native Americans?  

Wigwam (Campsite) (accept 
Wikiup) 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Football stadia What is the current ground of these football teams AND their previous ground 

a) Rotherham United New York Stadium and Millmoor 

b) Hull City KCOM stadium and Boothferry 
Park 

c) Shrewsbury Town New Meadow and Gay Meadow 

2. Shakespeare Name which Shakespeare play these first lines come from? 
a) Who’s there? 

 
Hamlet 

b) O for a muse of fire  Henry V 

c) Boatswain! The Tempest 

3. Movie couples Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What was the name of the detective and his wife who owned the dog Aster? Nick and Nora Charles (In the thin 

man series) 
b) In which film did Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie play a pair of married assassins?  Mr. and Mrs. Smith 

c) Holly Genarro was the maiden name of the wife of which screen hero who has been appearing 
for over twenty years? 

John Maclane  (Of Die Hard) 

4. London Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which is the only central rail terminus in London with no Tube access on site? Fenchurch Street 

b) What opened on the Isle of Dogs on January 19th, 1982, three days after the original in Lower 
Thames street closed after being in use there for over 7 centuries? 

Billingsgate Fish Market 

c) Which theatre in London is on Argyll Street? Palladium 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Rivers Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What is the longest river of Northern Ireland? Bann 

b) In which state in the USA is the source of the Mississippi? Minnesota (Lake Itasca) 

c) Which is the lowest river below sea level in the world? Jordan 

6. Birds Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Native to Inaccessible Island in the South Atlantic, the smallest flightless bird in the world is a 

member of which family? 
Rail or Rallidae 

b) Which is the most common British bird? Wren 

c) Which bird of prey, which was successfully re-introduced into the west coast of Scotland in 
1970, is Britain’s biggest bird of prey with a wingspan of up to 8 feet? 

Sea Eagle (accept Erne) 

7. Big band singers Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Who began her career as singer with Les Brown and his band of renown before having a solo hit 

with ‘Sentimental Journey’ in 1945, then leaving for a hugely successful film and TV career? 
Doris Day 

b) Who was singer with both the Harry James and Tommy Dorsey bands before leaving to pursue 
his incredibly successful film and TV career? 

Frank Sinatra 

c) Who was singer with the Chick Webb orchestra, particularly at the Savoy Theatre Harlem, taking 
over the band when he died, with the solo “A tisket, a tasket” launching her individual career? 

Ella Fitzgerald 

8. Situation comedy writers Who wrote these situation comedies? 
a) The Good Life and Ever Decreasing Circles Esmonde and Larbey 

b) Porridge and The Likely Lads Clement and LaFrenais 

c) You Rang M’Lord? and It Ain’t Half Hot Mum Croft and Perry 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 All answers contain the names or nicknames of classical music works 
 

1. In Roman mythology by what other name was Jove, the chief Roman god, also known? Jupiter (Mozart) 

2. Only two books of the bible are named after a woman. One is Ruth. What is the other? Esther (Handel) 

3. Marble, flathead, speckled and silver are four types of which fish? Trout (Schubert) 

4. On which continent is the Bay of Whales located? Antarctica (Vaughan Williams) 

5. Which band, which was originally known as the Four Lovers, went on to sell over 100 million 
records and were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of fame after changing their name? 

The Four Seasons (Vivaldi) 

6. Which patriot and rebel did Conrad Phillips play in 39 episodes on TV from 1958 to 1959? William Tell (Rossini) 
 

7. In the Pirates of the Caribbean films of which ship is Davy Jones the original captain? The Flying Dutchman (Wagner) 

8. Which celestial objects take their name from the Greek word for “wanderer”? Planets (Holst) 

9. In what year did Britain go to war with the USA in a war that included the Battle of New 
Orleans and the burning of the White House? 

1812 (Tchaikovsky) 

10. Which legend of the Wild West was alleged to have killed 21 men, one for each year of his life, 
although there is no evidence to confirm this? 

Billy the Kid (Copland) 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Assassinations and murders Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Who was murdered on the steps of his home by Andrew Cunanan? Gianni Versace 

b) At least 26 holders of which office have been assassinated with doubts over others? Pope 

c) In 1978 which Prime Minister was kidnapped and killed by the Red Brigade? Aldo Moro 

2. Edinburgh Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which estuary does Edinburgh stand on? Firth of Forth 

b) In which month does the Edinburgh Fringe festival usually take place? August 

c) In Edinburgh for what purpose is Bute House used? Official residence of the Scottish 
First Minister 

3. Most common Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What is the most commonly fractured bone in the human body? Accept Collarbone or Clavicle 

b) Which name with a religious origin is the most common name for a city in the world?  Santa Maria  

c) Which actress, primarily of TV fame, was the most commonly searched for person on Google in 
2017? 

Meghan Markle 

4. Philophosers and political thinkers Who wrote these works 
a) The Social Contract  Jean Jacques Rousseau 

b) Critique of Pure Reason Immanuel Kant 

c) The Rights of Man Thomas Paine 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5.  Highway robbers in fiction  

a) In which book by Daphne du Maurier does the central female character try a little highway 
robbery before fleeing to Cornwall to acquire a pirate lover? 

Frenchman’s Creek 

b) Tom Faggus is a highwayman and best friend of the central male character in which book, sub-
titled “A Romance of Exmoor”? 

Lorna Doone 

c) By what title is Barbara Skelton, lover of highwayman Captain Jerry Jackson in book and film, 
most commonly remembered? 

The Wicked Lady 

6. Professions  
a) What job was performed by a publican in Ancient Rome? Tax collector 

b) What is a Bibliopole? Dealer in books 

c) With which trade do you associate a cordwainer? Shoes or leather 

7. Land deals  
a) Who conquered Cyprus from the Byzantines and sold it to the Templars? Accept Richard I or Richard the 

Lionheart 
b) Which land purchase was known as Seward’s Folly in 1867?  

 
 

Alaska (From Russia to USA) 

c) Specifically, which highly lucrative piece of land was bought from the Lenape Indians for sixty 
guilders? 

Manhattan (Do not accept New 
York) 
 8. TV Priests In which TV shows did these priests appear? 

a) Father Clifford Ballykissangel 

b) Father Hackett Father Ted 

c) Father Mulcahy MASH 



Individual Round 7 All answers contain the name of a singer with pop groups past and present 
 
 

1. Which planet of our solar system has the shortest year? Mercury (Queen) 

2. In the Bible which archangel appeared to Daniel to explain the meaning of his visions? Gabriel (Genesis) 

3. Who played nuclear physicist Dr. Kokintz in the films “The Mouse That Roared” and “Mouse on 
The Moon”? 

David Kossof (Free) 

4. In which of her homes did Queen Victoria die? Osborne House (Black Sabbath) 

5. Which footballer made 40 appearances for Northern Ireland and over 200 appearances for 
Celtic before eventually becoming their manager? 

Neil Lennon (Beatles) 

6. Danielle Riley Keough and Benjamin Keough are grandchildren of which famous singer? Elvis Presley (Troggs) 

7. Which famous painter’s works include “Whistlejacket” and “Horse frightened by a lion”? George Stubbs (Four Tops) 

8. Which famous cowboy received his world famous nickname because of his walking gait which 
was caused by his wooden leg?  

Hopalong Cassidy (Partridge 
family) 

9. On what material is the Mona Lisa painted? Wood (Wizzard) 

10. During the Revolutionary War which sailor, who was born in Scotland, captained the 
Bonhomme Richard and led a five ship squadron against the British as far as the North sea?  

John Paul Jones (Manfred Mann) 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Criminal pop Which artist or artists had hits with these songs? 

a) Indiana Wants Me (1971) R. Dean Taylor 

b) Armed and Extremely Dangerous (1973) First Choice 

c) Murder on The Dance Floor (2001) Sophie Ellis Bextor 

2. Winter Olympics 2018  
a) Which country finished third in the overall medals table? Canada 

b) Which event had a hog line? Curling 

c) Ester Ledecka who won gold in two separate events representing which country? Czech Republic 

3. Films of 2018  
a) Which film character’s real name is T’challa, the king of Wakanda?  The Black Panther 

b) In the third and final film based on a series of bestselling books, what is the married surname of 
Anastasia Steele?  

Grey (50 shades freed) 

c) The director and two main stars of a film nominated as best film in 2018 have had 33 Oscar 
nominations between them and have won nine Oscars in total. Which film? 

The Post (Steven Spielberg, Tom 
Hanks, Meryl Streep) 

4. Cousins  
a) Which British Prime Minister was the cousin of Rudyard Kipling? Stanley Baldwin 

b) Christopher Lee was the cousin of which famous writer? Ian Fleming 

c) Which two presidents of the USA were fifth cousins? Theodore and Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Metals  

a) Which is the densest naturally-occurring metal? Osmium 

b) Which metal is the best conductor of electricity? Silver 

c) What is the most abundant metal in the Earth’s crust? Aluminium 

6. British place names What did these suffixes originally mean when used in British place names 
a) Bourne Brook, stream or river 

b) Cester  Camp or Fortification 

c) Ness 
 

Promontory or Headland 

7. U.S. states Which state of the USA has these neighbours 
a) Indiana, Ohio, Wisconsin 

Michigan 

b) Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont New Hampshire 

c) Colorado, Oklahoma, Missouri, Nebraska  Kansas 

8. Adjectives To the characteristics of which animals do these adjectives refer 
a) Columbine Dove 

b) Anguine Snake 

c) Leporine Hare (or rabbit) 



 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Who is the only actress to win an academy award for best actress to have both parents who 
are Oscar winners? 

Liza Minnelli 

2. What year was the last time a Summer Olympics were not held in a leap year? 1900 

3. Which organisation began in Baghdad in 1960 with five members, but today is based in Vienna 
with fourteen members? 

OPEC 

 
Beer Rounds 

1. Still being published today what was the first woman’s magazine in the UK?                                     The Lady 
2. Which four letter prefix in front of a word indicates a billionth part?                                                    Nano 
3. What number was Dick Dastardly’s car in Wacky Races?                                                                          00                                                     

 
 

1. What is the bestselling woman’s magazine in the UK?                                                                           Woman’s Weekly 
2. Which four letter prefix indicates a trillionth part?                                                                                  Pico 
3. What number was did Herbie race under in “The Love Bug”?                                                                53 


