
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 21st November 2018 
 

Set by: IT 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics 
are purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”), you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 
 
 

1. Which former doctor and RAF officer created the TV series Bodyguard, Cardiac Arrest, and 
Line of Duty? 

Jed Mercurio 

2. Once distributed to almost every British household, which iconic publication will appear in 
print for the last time in January 2019? 

Yellow Pages 

3. Sarah Woodruff is the title character of which novel by John Fowles? The French Lieutenant’s 
Woman 

4. In whose honour were a number of Welsh landmarks illuminated with yellow floodlights in 
late July 2018? 

Geraint Thomas (or G) (Tour 
de France winner) 

5. Who is the president and co-owner of the Major League Soccer club Inter Miami? David Beckham 

6. Which company ‘happily sponsors’ the daytime quiz The Chase? Gala Bingo 

7. Which firm of bookmakers is sometimes known by the rhyming-slang name ‘The Nanny’?  The Tote (nanny goat) 

8. On which musical instrument might you play flams, paradiddles, or triple ratamacues? Drum(s) 

9. Peptides and proteins consist of chains formed from which family of smaller molecules? Amino acids 

10. In which current dance craze do performers swing their arms left and right, behind and in 
front of the body, while moving their hips in the opposite direction? 

Flossing 

 



Team Round 2 
1. Going, Going, Gone  

a) An iconic white bikini sold by Christie’s for £35,000 in 2001 appeared in which 1962 film? Dr No 

b) In 1994, who paid $30.8 million for The Codex Leicester, a collection of scientific notes and 
drawings by Leonardo da Vinci? 

Bill Gates (William Henry 
Gates III) 

c) Famously worn to sing Happy Birthday, Mr President to John F. Kennedy, whose crystal-
encrusted dress sold for $4.6 million at a Los Angeles auction house in 2016? 

Marilyn Monroe 

2. States of History In which US state did each of the following historical events take place? 
a) The Hindenburg disaster New Jersey 

b) Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address Pennsylvania 

c) The Wounded Knee Massacre South Dakota 

3. NATO  
a) Which country is the only active member of NATO that has no standing army? Iceland 

b) Which country is the only full member of NATO whose major territory lies outside Europe or 
North America? 

Turkey 

c) Jens Stoltenberg, the 13th Secretary General of NATO, is a former prime minister of which 
country? 

Norway 

4. Women’s Sport  
a) Who became the first British woman to defend a Winter Olympic title successfully, when she 

won gold the Sochi Winter Olympics? 
Lizzy Yarnold 

b) Which 22-year-old English golfer won the Ricoh Women’s British Open in August 2018? Georgia Hall 

c) With four gold medals, who is Britain’s most successful female Olympic competitor in any 
sport? 

Laura Kenny (accept Trott) 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Final Curtains Executions in classic works of fiction. 

a) In which classic novel is the protagonist the twenty-third person to be guillotined on a given 
day? 

A Tale of Two Cities 

b) Which classic novel ends with two of the characters watching from a nearby hill as a black 
flag is raised over a prison, signalling the execution of the title character? 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles 

c) Which novel by Stendhal ends with the guillotining of the principal character? His lover 
kisses his severed head before carrying it off for burial by her own hands.  

Le Rouge et Le Noir or The 
Red and the Black 

6. Animal Escapees  
a) What was the name of the eagle that provoked nationwide interest when it escaped from 

London Zoo in March 1965? 
Goldie 

b) In 2014, what name, after a musician, was given to a rhea that escaped and "caused havoc" 
on a Hertfordshire golf course? 

Chris 

c) Having escaped from a private zoo in 1940, a colony of which exotic animals thrived in the 
south west of the Peak District for many years, eventually dying out in about 2009? 

Bennett’s wallabies 

7. Oranges in Music  
a) In a song, who provided ‘tea and oranges that come all the way from China’? Suzanne (Leonard Cohen) 

b) Known as the “fiddle-players’ national anthem”, which tune is named after the luxury train 
that formerly travelled between New York and Miami during the winter months? 

Orange Blossom Special 

c)  Who wrote the 1921 opera The Love for Three Oranges? Sergei Prokofiev 

8. Writers on Film  
a) Which novelist is played by Nicole Kidman in the 2002 film The Hours? Virginia Woolf 

b) Which playwright is a central character of the 1987 film Prick Up Your Ears? Joe Orton 

c) Which ill-fated romantic poet is the male protagonist of Jane Campion’s 2009 film Bright 
Star? 

John Keats 



Individual Round 3: Word Links 
 
 

1. What word links a variety of chili pepper and an inhabitant of the capital city of Cuba? Habanero 

2. What name links an early machine gun, a men’s magazine launched in 1995, and a world-
famous Parisian restaurant now owned by Pierre Cardin? 

Maxim 

3. What name is shared by a children’s TV series that ran from 1979 to 2008, a village in county 
Durham, and a London Underground station on the Central Line in Chigwell? 

Grange Hill 

4. What word links a fictional submarine, a marine cephalopod, and a US manufacturer of 
personal-exercise equipment? 

Nautilus 

5. What word links a heraldic star, fish that can be grey or red, and an unflattering hairstyle? Mullet 

6. What word links the second largest island in the Shetland archipelago, a UK-based online 
market place and business directory, and a loud vocalization? 

Yell 

7. What word links the deepest point in the Earth’s oceans, a character created by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, and a NASA Space Shuttle? 

Challenger (C. Deep, Prof. C., S. 
S. C.) 

8. What name links the largest province of Belgium, the seat of the French Senate, and a 
European country? 

Luxembourg 

9. What forename is shared by Sebastian Flyte’s teddy bear, Lady Penelope’s chauffeur, and Mr. 
Snuffleupagus of Sesame Street?  

Aloysius 

10. What name links a play by John Osbourne, a piano rag by Scott Joplin, and the UK’s largest 
independent toy retailer? 

The Entertainer 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Sporting Technology  

a) What is the name of the controversial cockpit head-protection system introduced on 
Formula One cars in 2018? 

Halo 

b) What major innovation in the design of the golf club was first permitted in the USA in 1925, 
and in the UK in 1929, and soon became almost universally adopted? 

Metal/Steel Shaft (instead of 
wood) 

c) Employed in many sports, which computerised ball-tracking system using multiple video 
cameras was invented by Paul Hawkins and others? 

Hawk-Eye 

2. Lines on the Map  
a) The Purple Line forms the de facto border between Israel and which country? Syria 

b) A heterogloss is a line on a map that separates regions that differ in what aspect? Language or Dialect 

c) The 596-mile-long straight line from Cape Wrath to Bognor Regis, the longest that can be 
travelled in the UK without crossing a sea, is named after which US-born author? 

Bill Bryson (The Bryson Line) 

3. France  
a) Where in Paris might you visit the one-Michelin-Star Le Jules Verne restaurant? Eiffel Tower (second stage) 

b) Named after Daniel Carasso, the son of the company’s founder, which French multinational 
company owns the brands Activia, Actimel, Evian, Nutricia, and Volvic? 

Danone 

c) Which French ski resort staged the inaugural Winter Olympic games in 1924? Chamonix (or Chamonix-Mont 
Blanc) 

4. Sporting Miscellany  
a) In September, which 51-year-old former FIFA World Player of the Year, now the President of 

his Country, came out of retirement to play international football? 
George Weah 

c) Who holds the record for most clean sheets by a goalkeeper in the Premier League? Petr Čech (pr. CHECK) 

b) Trained by Welsh dairy farmer Sirrel Griffiths, which 100-to-1 outsider won the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup in 1990, beating the odds-on favourite Desert Orchid? 

Norton’s Coin 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. By Any Other Name  

a) Aoraki is the Maori name for which mountain, the highest in New Zealand? Mount Cook 

b) Which city is known to francophone Belgians as ‘Anvers’? Antwerp 

c) Which city is known to Basques as ‘Donostia? San Sebastián 

6. Science at Midlands Universities  
a) At which Midlands university did Sir Alec Jeffreys develop the technique of DNA 

fingerprinting? 
University of Leicester 

b) Sir Peter Mansfield, of the University of Nottingham, was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physiology and Medicine in 2003 for his work on which important diagnostic technique? 

MRI/Magnetic resonance 
imaging 

c) Which industrially important class of polymers with carbon-free backbones was discovered 
and named by Frederic Kipping at University College, Nottingham, in the early 1900s? 

Silicones (or Polysiloxanes) 

7. Sporting Firsts  
a) Which Wimbledon first occurred during Dinara Safina and Amelie Mauresmo’s fourth-round 

match in 2009? 
First under roof (indoor) or words 
to that effect 

b) In 2012, which former US Secretary of State became one of the first two women to become 
a member of the Augusta National Golf Club, home of the US Masters? 

Condoleezza Rice 

c) In what way was Diego Costa’s goal for Spain against Portugal in the 2018 FIFA World Cup a 
first for the tournament? 

Given by VAR or Video Assistant 
Referee (OWTTE) 

8. Vegetables  
a) What vegetable is the principal component of the Middle-Eastern dish baba ghanoush? Aubergine 

b) Together with onion and carrot, which vegetable is contained in the traditional French 
mirepoix, used as a base for sauces and soups? 

Celery 

c) The Jerusalem artichoke is a close relative of which common large garden flower? Sunflower/Helianthus 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 
 
 

1. The name of which brand of rum appears on the bat of the current England limited overs 
cricket skipper? 

Captain Morgan 

2. What colour was the rain jacket that became a fashion icon when it was worn by Eve Myles 
in the title role of the BBC/S4C joint production Keeping Faith? 

Yellow 

3. Where did Phillippe Cozette and Graham Fagg meet and exchange national flags on the 1st 
of December 1990? 

Channel Tunnel (first linkup) 

4. Which is the only country in Central America that has English as an official language? Belize 

5. Which race was first run over 500 yards at the White City Stadium in October 1927? The 
winning time was 29.01 seconds. 

Greyhound Derby 

6. What is the meaning of the Latin phrase hic jacet, sometimes seen on old gravestones? Here lies 

7. Which Danish captain recently promised to honour a bet by having the numbers 17½ and 
10½ tattooed on his head? 

Thomas Bjorn 
(Ryder Cup Capt.) 

8. Which Radio 6 music presenter has temporarily replaced the indisposed Kirsty Young as host 
of Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs? 

Lauren Laverne 

9. Which Scottish indie band is named after a French TV series of the 1960s featuring a boy and 
his Pyrenean mountain dog? 

Belle & Sebastian 

10. Which 18th-century Scottish architect was largely responsible for the design and 
construction of Kedleston Hall? 

Robert Adam 

 
  



Team Round 6 
1. Poetry  

a) Appearing in 1957, The Hawk in the Rain was the first published collection of works by which 
future poet laureate? 

Ted Hughes 

b) Known as the ‘The Northamptonshire Peasant Poet’, who was the author of Poems 
Descriptive of Rural Life and Scenery’, who spend his last 23 years in a lunatic asylum? 

John Clare 

c) Published posthumously, Annabel Lee was the last complete poem by which author and 
poet? 

Edgar Allan Poe 

2. Alistair Maclean  
a) In which film based on a book by Alistair Maclean does ‘Broadsword’ call ‘Danny Boy’? Where Eagles Dare 

b) Once the haunt of smugglers, which famous coaching inn on Bodmin Moor was briefly 
owned by Alistair Maclean? 

Jamaica Inn 

c) Set in the Arctic circle and based on a book by Alistair Maclean, which 1968 film was an 
obsession of billionaire recluse Howard Hughes, who bought a TV station just to show it? 

Ice Station Zebra 

3. Linked Answers The three answers share an obvious link. 
a) Who was Rumpleteazer’s partner-in-crime in T. S. Elliot’s Old Possum’s Book of Practical 

Cats? 
Mungojerrie 

b) In which piece of laboratory equipment is a moving belt used to accumulate electric charge 
on a hollow metal globe surmounting an insulated column? 

Van Der Graaf Generator 

c) Which 18th-century agriculturalist wrote the work Horse-Hoeing Husbandry and perfected 
the horse-drawn seed drill? 

Jethro Tull (All pop/rock acts of 
the 1960s-70s) 

4. Lesser-Known Works  
a) Manon Lescaut and La Rondine are less-well-known operas by which composer? Giacommo Puccini 

b) Romola and Felix Holt, the Radical are less-well-known novels by which nineteenth-century 
author? 

George Eliot 

c) An Ideal Husband, A Florentine Tragedy, and A Woman of No Importance are less-well-
known plays by which nineteenth-century writer? 

Oscar Wilde 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. The Human Body  

a) Which part of the human body is technically known as the ‘prepuce’? Foreskin 

b) Which viscous liquid lubricates and cushions the joints of the human body during 
movement? 

Synovial fluid/Synovia 

c) The pharyngeal tonsils are commonly known by what one-word name? Adenoids 

6. Burial at Sea  
a) President Reagan intervened to allow which member of the Beach Boys to be buried at sea, 

an honour usually reserved for members of the US Navy and Coastguard? 
Dennis Wilson 

b) In 2017, which 79-year-old’s ashes were buried at sea after his body had been taken to a 
Southport crematorium under police escort? 

Ian Brady 

c) In May 2011, who was controversially buried at sea from the USS Carl Vinson, largely 
because of difficulties in finding a country that would permit his burial in its soil? 

Osama bin Laden 

7. Pianists  
a) In 1959, which pianist had two UK number-one hits with self-penned tunes, despite having a 

missing top joint on the third finger of his right hand? 
Russ Conway 

b) In 2008, which jazz pianist won the Grammy Award for Album of the Year for River: The Joni 
Letters, an album of songs by his long-time collaborator Joni Mitchell? 

Herbie Hancock 

c) Which familiar concert piece was first heard being played by fictional concert pianist Stefan 
Radecki in the 1941 film Dangerous Moonlight? 

Warsaw Concerto 

8. Island Businesses  
a) Which Guernsey-based optical retail chain was founded in 1984 by Doug and Mary Perkins, 

and now has almost 1400 stores in seven different countries? 
Specsavers Optical Group Ltd. 

b) Founded in 2000 by former Dragon’s Den investor Nick Jenkins, which personalized greeting-
card company prints its products in Guernsey? 

Moonpig 

c) Wholly owned by the States of Guernsey, which airline is the island’s flag carrier? Aurigny Air Services Ltd. 



Individual Round 7 
 
 

1. Which English king was defeated and captured by enemy forces at the First Battle of Lincoln 
in 1141? 

Stephen 

2. Which five-word expression might derive from a method in which an article of clothing was 
used to quieten the sound from the horn of a wind-up gramophone? 

Put a sock in it 

3. Which bluegrass singer and fiddle player regularly appears with the band Union Station? Alison Krauss 

4. Which decade saw the last executions by garrotting in Spain? 1970s (2nd March 1974) 

5. Which female sporting star owns the cosmetics and clothing brand Aneres*? 
(*QR: Please say and spell out) 

Serena Williams (First name 
backwards) 

6. Which member of a successful 1960s pop duo, who later became a US Congressman, died 
following a skiing accident in 1998? 

(Salvatore Phillip) ‘Sonny’ 
Bono 

7. Claiming that his facial hair was a ‘form of dissent against New Labour’, which politician won 
the Beard Liberation Front’s ‘Beard of the Year’ award in 2001? 

Jeremy Corbyn (Rolf Harris 
was second) 

8. Which major public school has the postcode CV22 5EH? Rugby School 

9. Which record label was founded in 1957 in Memphis, Tennessee, by Jim Stewart and Estelle 
Axton? 

Stax (Stewart and Axton) 

10. The writer of the song Cease to Exist, recorded by the Beach Boys under the title Never Learn 
Not to Love, died in a California prison in November 2017; who was he? 

Charles Manson 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Sporting Record Breakers  

a) In September 2017, which West Bromwich Albion player broke Ryan Giggs’s record for most 
Premier League appearances? 

Gareth (Gary) Barry 

b) Which all-rounder holds the record for the most test-match appearances for South Africa? Jacques Kallis 

c) On 23rd August 2018, who became the most successful British flat-racing trainer of all time 
when Poet’s Society won at York to give him his 4194th winner? 

Mark Johnston 

2. 1990s TV Gold  
a) Named after a former Canadian Prime Minister, who was the deaf wolf–dog that 

accompanied Mountie Benton Fraser in Due South? 
Diefenbaker 

b) Which former West Bromwich Albion footballer led the community singing at the end of 
each episode of Skinner and Baddiel’s Fantasy Football League? 

Jeff Astle 

c) Which Saturday night light-entertainment series was set in the fictional village of Crinkley 
Bottom? 

Noel’s House Party 

3. British Science-Fiction Writers  
a) The Drowned World and The Wind from Nowhere are works by which British science-fiction 

writer? 
J(ames) G(raham) Ballard 

b) Which Scottish author wrote the Culture series of books, which began in 1987 with Consider 
Phlebas? 

Iain M. Banks 

c) The Steven Spielberg film A.I. Artificial Intelligence is based on the short story Super-Toys 
Last All Summer Long by which prolific Norfolk-born author? 

Brian Aldiss 

4. London Clubs  
a) Named after an 18th-century actor/manager, which gentlemen’s club caters for those 

involved in the arts, especially theatre? 
The Garrick Club 

b) Who was the most famous member of the fictional Junior Ganymede Club? Reginald Jeeves 

c) Founded in 1693, which is the oldest gentleman’s club in London? It is situated in St James’s 
St, and includes the Prince of Wales and the Duke of Cambridge among its members. 

White’s Club 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. SPOTY Three questions on the BBC Sports Personality of the Year 

a) In 1991, which angler received the most votes, but was disqualified because the campaign to 
vote him in had broken the rules of the competition? 

Bob Nudd 

b) Which 44-year-old Welsh golfer won the title in 1957? Dai Rees 

c) In 2007, which father and son won, respectively, the Coach of the Year award and the Sports 
Personality of the Year award? 

Enzo and Joe Calzaghe 

6. Welsh Rockers  
a) Which classically trained Welsh musician was a founder member of the Velvet Underground 

and produced the debut albums of The Stooges and Patti Smith? 
John Cale 

b) Formerly known as The Iveys, which ill-fated Welsh group signed for the Beatles’ Apple label 
in 1968, and had a Top-Ten hit with Paul McCartney’s Come and Get It? 

Badfinger 

c) Which 1998 UK Number One for The Manic Street Preachers was inspired by the idealism of 
Welsh volunteers who joined the International Brigade in the Spanish Civil War? 

If You Tolerate This Your 
Children Will Be Next 

7. Life after Parliament  
a) Which former Labour MP and Shadow Cabinet minister became Chairman of Norwich City 

Football Club in December 2015? 
Ed Balls 

b) Which former Labour MP and Shadow Cabinet member is now Director of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum?  

Tristram Hunt 

c) Nick Clegg, who lost his seat in the 2017 General Election, recently announced that he is 
joining which company as a head of its global affairs and communications team? 

Facebook 

8. Opening Ceremony Disasters  
a) At which Summer Olympiad were a number of doves incinerated in plain view of billions of 

TV viewers when the Olympic cauldron was lit? 
Seoul or 1988 

b) At the opening of the 1994 FIFA World Cup in Chicago, who sent an opening ceremonial 
penalty kick yards wide of a goal that subsequently split in half and collapsed? 

Diana Ross 

c) At the opening of the 1991 World Student Games in Sheffield, which British astronaut 
tripped while jogging around the track, dropping the torch and extinguishing the flame? 

Helen Sharman 



Beer Round 
 

1.   
a) Which South American capital city is named after one of the Twelve Apostles? Santiago (St James) 

b) The surname of which winner of a 2018 tennis Grand Slam event is identical to the name the 
city in which she was born? 

Naomi Osaka (US Open) 

c) Giving its name to a style of knitting, which island lies half way between mainland Shetland 
and Orkney? 

Fair Isle 

2.   
a) The full name of which major South American city translates as ‘Our Lady of the Peace’? La Paz (Nuestra Señora de La 

Paz) 
b) The surname of which member of the victorious 2018 European Ryder Cup team is identical 

to the name of a seaside town in the county in which he was born? 
Tommy Fleetwood (b. in 
Southport) 

c) Giving their name to a style of knitted jumper, which group of three islands lie at the mouth 
of Galway Bay? 

Aran Islands 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. How many of the actors who played the original Magnificent Seven also appeared in The 
Great Escape? 

Three 
(Coburn, McQueen, Bronson) 

2. Herbert Kilpin, a textiles worker from Nottingham, was a co-founder of which world-
renowned football club? The English spelling of its name reflects its origins. 

AC Milan 

3. In A Question of Sport, which team captain failed to recognise his own son when he 
appeared in the Mystery Personality round of the programme? 

Sir Ian Botham 

 


