Questions for Wednesday, 5th December 2018
Set by: DE

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer.
In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet.

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions)

Individual Round 1
1.

Which town lends its name to a goods vehicle whose freight compartment extends over its
cab?

Luton (van)

2.

Who or what replaced Roy Hattersley when, for the third time, he withdrew at short-notice
from Have I Got News for You?

A tub of lard

3.

What is the alternative name now adopted by the Czech Republic?

Czechia

4.

What is the “It” in a Gin and It?

Italian Vermouth

5.

What is the dialling code to telephone the UK from abroad?

+44 or 0044

6.

Which is the least populous nation to have won the FIFA World Cup?

Uruguay

7.

Its original title translates as War Song for the Rhine Army; how is it better known?

La Marseillaise
(Accept French National Anthem)

8.

Which word follows “Mario” in Nintendo motor racing games featuring Super Mario
characters?

Kart

9.

In American colleges, what is the female equivalent of a fraternity?

Sorority

10.

What is the bone and ivory carving originated by whalers called?

Scrimshaw

Team Round 2
1.
Nicknamed Cards
a) Which playing card is known as the Curse of Scotland?
b) Reportedly held by Wild Bill Hickok when shot in the back, what name is given to a poker hand
containing pairs of eights and aces?
c) What two-card combination in Texas Hold ‘Em is known as a German Virgin?
2.
Fantastic Beasts
…and Where to Find Them
a) Which country’s flag features the Druk or Thunder Dragon?

Nine of Diamonds
The Dead Man’s Hand
Pair of nines or equivalent
(“Nein! Nein!”)
Bhutan

b) Which two-legged winged beast is associated with the Saxon kingdom of Wessex?

Wyvern

c) As an inflammatory goal celebration in their 2018 World Cup match against Serbia, players of
which national team used a simulation of the double-headed eagle on the Albanian flag?

Switzerland

3.
Sports Spaces
a) What is the track circumference stipulated for an Olympic or World Championship velodrome?
b) Which sport is played on a court called a fronton?
c) Which Summer Olympic sport is contested on a piste?
4.
US Counties
a) How is Kings County, New York state better known?

250 metres
Pelota
(Accept Jai Alai)
Fencing
(Accept Modern Pentathlon)
(NY) Borough of Brooklyn

b) In which state is the fictional Hazard County, home to The Dukes of Hazard?

Georgia

c) Uniquely among the 48 contiguous states, what term is used instead of counties for the
subdivisions of Louisiana?

Parishes

Team Round 2 (Continued)
5.
Revolutionary Chic
a) A reference to their apparel, what was the nickname for Garibaldi’s army?
b) How were lower class supporters of the French Revolution known, because they wore long
trousers rather than knee breeches?
c) The word for which activity associated with revolution derives from the use of clogs to cause
damage?
6.
Star Trek Aliens
a) Which Star Trek aliens sound like reality television “personalities”?

Redshirts or Red coats
Sans-Culottes
Sabotage

Cardassians (Kardashians)

b) Which chart-topping 1980s band named themselves after a high-ranking Vulcan?

T’Pau

c) Which alien group is associated with the admonition, “Resistance is futile”?

The Borg Collective

7.
Frontmen on Film
a) In 1977, who was awarded the only posthumous Best Actor Oscar ever for his portrayal of news
presenter Howard Beale in Network?
b) Featuring in the film’s full title, who was Will Ferrell’s “legendary” character in the 2004
comedy, Anchorman?
c) Which real life newsman was the subject of the 2005 film Good Night and Good Luck?
8.
Space Rock
a) Which record, named after a satellite, was the first by a British band to top the US charts?
b) Which band, formed by ex-Nirvana drummer Dave Grohl, took its name from a phrase
describing aerial phenomena such as UFOs?
c) Which Canadian astronaut’s rendition of Space Oddity, delivered from the International Space
Station, became a 2013 YouTube sensation?

Peter Finch
Ron Burgundy (“Anchorman: The
Legend of Ron Burgundy”)
Ed (or Edward R or Egbert Roscoe)
Murrow
Telstar
(The Tornados)
Foo Fighters
Chris Hadfield

Individual Round 3
1.

Name either surviving mammal family of the order Sirenia, commonly known as sea cows.

Dugong or Manatee

2.

What is the one-word name for the South American infusion usually drunk from a gourd
through a silver straw?

Mate (pronounced ma-tay)
(or Cimarrón or Chimarrão)

3.

How is a Land camera better known?

Polaroid camera

4.

What distance, measured along a north-south axis, corresponds, by definition, to one minute
of latitude?

A nautical mile

5.

When not assuming human form, what kind of creature is the Selkie of Gaelic and Nordic
folklore?

(Grey or Atlantic) Seal

6.

Which Dutch artist is associated with paintings comprising rectangles of white, grey and the
primary colours separated by bold black lines?

Piet Mondrian

7.

Alluding to a biblical patriarch, how are Islam, Judaism and Christianity collectively known?

Abrahamic faiths/religions

8.

Which mineral defines a Mohs’ scale hardness of 9 and constitutes the gemstones ruby and
sapphire?

Corundum
(Prompt “Aluminium oxide”)

9.

What is the female counterpart of a Maharajah?

Maharani

10.

Which former World Chess Champion attempted to stand against Vladimir Putin in the 2008
presidential election?

Gary Kasparov

Team Round 4
1.
Rugby Cities
a) Which city hosted the 2018 European Champions’ Cup and European Challenge Cup finals?
b) But for defeat to London Broncos in the “Million Pound Game” in October, a team from which
city would have been its country’s first representative in Rugby League’s Superleague?
c) The current custodians of the Rugby League Challenge Cup play home matches in which city?

Bilbao
Toronto (Toronto Wolfpack)
Perpignan (Catalans Dragons)

2.
Three of Your Five-a-Day
…and where to find them?
a) What common name, derived from a Middle Eastern capital, is applied to the edible plant
Prunus domestica?
b) Which edible plant’s name comes not from the major city this name suggests, but from the
Italian for sunflower?
c) Which ancient Greek city gives the currant its name?

Damson
(from “Damascene plum”)
Jerusalem artichoke
(from “girasole”)
Corinth

3.
Tearooms
a) In which city or town is the original tearoom of the Bettys chain?

Harrogate

b) The interior of The Willow Tearooms in Glasgow celebrates the work of which designer?

Charles Rennie Mackintosh

c) An eating place in Bath attributes its name to a Huguenot refugee, Solange Luyon, to whom it
credits the 1680 invention of an eponymous teacake. How is she better known?

Sally Lunn

4.
Defrocked Clergymen
a) How, in 1937, did Harold Davidson, the notorious Rector of Stiffkey*, meet his end?
(*Pronounced “Stewkey”)
b) In 2014, which financial institution’s chairmanship did former Methodist minister Paul Flowers
resign amid drug and sex allegations?
c) Name either of the major sporting events of 2003 and 2004 disrupted by Cornelius Horan, the
so-called Dancing Priest?

Mauled by a Lion
Co-operative Bank
British or Silverstone F1 Grand Prix
or Olympic Marathon (Athens)

Team Round 4 (Continued)
5.
Athletics Milestones
a) Which milestone of women’s athletics, first achieved by Diane Leather in May 1954, was largely
overshadowed by Roger Bannister’s 4-minute mile earlier that month?
b) Which significant first in women’s athletics did Yelena Isinbayeva record on the 22nd July 2005?
c) Which event was first completed inside one hour by Moses Tanui in 1993.
6.
Hikes
a) Swirral and Striding Edges are approaches to which English summit?
b) Which path to the summit of Snowdon is often said to derive its name from the Pen-y-Gwryd
Hotel, where Hillary and Tensing stayed while training for Everest?
c) Which plateau was the site of the 1932 Mass Trespass?
7.
Fifty-One
a) In which state is the highly classified military facility known as Area 51, associated with
supposed extra-terrestrial activity?
b) What was the subject of the historic Photo 51, taken in June 1952 by postgraduate student
Raymond Gosling?
c) What is the name given to musical settings of Psalm 51*, the most frequently sung being that
attributed to Gregorio Allegri? (*Psalm 50 in Orthodox and earlier Catholic compilations)
8.
Nonsense Lines
…from Sixties Hits
a) Which three words follow the recurring title line of Manfred Mann’s Do Wah Diddy Diddy?

5-minute mile
5-metre pole vault
Half-Marathon

Helvellyn
The Pyg Track
Kinder Scout

Nevada
Structure of DNA
(X-ray diffraction pattern thereof)
Miserere

Dum Diddy Do

b) Sha-La-La-La-Lee was whose 1966 hit?

The Small Faces

c) Which 1967 N° 1 finishes with 45 seconds repeating the phrase Hela heba helloa?

Hello Goodbye
(The Beatles)

(Second Half) Individual Round 5
1.

A common event in American schools, what is the defining feature of a Sadie Hawkins Dance?

Females invite males
or equivalent

2.

Apart from a torch, which piece of electrical equipment is essential to a nighthawker?

Metal detector

3.

What is the popular name given the scenic drive around the periphery of Ireland’s Iveragh
Peninsula?

The Ring of Kerry

4.

To the band’s annoyance, which Rolling Stones song was hijacked by the Trump presidential
campaign?

You Can’t Always Get What You
Want

5.

Which 7th century bishop, entombed in Durham Cathedral, is considered the Patron Saint of
Northern England?

St Cuthbert

6.

What is the name of the “wellness” brand launched by Gwyneth Paltrow?

Goop

7.

What is the familiar name for the toxic insect secretion, cantharidin, historically used as an
aphrodisiac?

Spanish fly

8.

The Motorcycle Diaries is a memoir of which iconic political figure?

Ernesto or Che Guevara

9.

What is the term for a sand or shingle isthmus attaching an island to its mainland, Chesil Beach Tombolo
being an example?

10.

Which notable calendar date is known in parts of Europe as Sylvester or Saint-Sylvestre?

31st December or New Year’s Eve

Team Round 6
1.
Pop Star Politicians
a) Which singer founded the Official Monster Raving Loony Party?
b) In which country’s 2010 presidential election did Fugees rapper Wyclef Jean attempt to stand?

Screaming Lord (or David) Sutch
Haiti

c) Born Rosemary Brown in Islington in 1951, and elected an MEP in 1999 under her married name Dana
Scallon, as what did this woman achieve Eurovision success?
2.
Only Two Can Play
a) In which track cycle event do teams of two sprint alternately, one rider propelling the other
forward at the end of each stint?
b) What is the term for the type of professional wrestling where wrestlers operate in teams, only
one of whom is in the ring at any time?
c) What is the term for a sheepdog trialling event in which one shepherd controls two dogs?
3.
Twice the Height?
a) What is the name shared by the tallest mountain ranges of continental Spain and of the
contiguous United States?
b) What name is shared by two distinct mountains which are the highest of their respective EU
countries?
c) Which single summit is the highest of two separate EU countries?

Madison or Americana or
Course à l’américaine
Tag team
Brace

Sierra Nevada
Mount Olympus
(Greece and Cyprus)
Mont Blanc or Monte Bianco
(France and Italy)

4.
Science and Scrabble
Given their Scrabble values, identify 3 scientific terms, all beginning with the same letter.
a) With 5 letters scoring 12, which derived SI unit can also be expressed as a coulomb volt, watt
Joule
second or newton metre?
b) With 5 letters scoring 21, which vague term for a short period of time is precisely defined in
Jiffy
computer animation as 1/100 of a second, and in electronics as the duration of an AC cycle?
c) With 4 letters scoring 15, which quantity can be defined as the rate of change of acceleration
Jerk
with time?

Team Round 6 (Continued)
5.
Village Idiots in Town
a) Which town’s inhabitants are taunted as Monkey Hangers, having allegedly tried and hanged a
shipwrecked monkey believing it to be a Napoleonic spy?
b) Which Cheshire town earned the nickname Beartown from a supposed 1620s incident when
money earmarked for a parish Bible was diverted to the purchase of a fighting bear?
c) What nickname for inhabitants of the surrounding county alludes to the excuse reportedly
offered by 18th century smugglers caught retrieving contraband from a Devizes pond?

Hartlepool
Congleton
Moonrakers

6.
Scribblers Sharing Surnames
In each part, identify the surname shared by 3 novelists from a character in each’s work:
a) Peter Quint, Anastasia Steele, Adam Dalgliesh;
James
(Henry, E.L., P.D.)
b) Fontaine Khaled, Peeta Mellark, Sergeant Cuff;
Collins
(Jackie, Suzanne, Wilkie)
c) Vianne Rocher, Marcus Tullius Tiro, The Tooth Fairy.
Harris
(Joanne, Robert, Thomas)
7.
Art Deco Buildings
a) Which Manhattan Art Deco building, designed by William Van Alen, was the first in the World
to exceed 1000 feet?
b) The rebuilding of which New Zealand city, following near-destruction in a 1931 earthquake,
gave it its unparalleled concentration of Art Deco architecture?
c) Which US sitcom took its name from the Art Deco skyscraper where NBC is based, officially
known as the Comcast Building?
8.
TV Show Genesis
a) The Simpsons made its debut as a series of interludes in which comedienne’s variety show?

Chrysler Building
Napier
30 Rock
(from 30 Rockefeller Plaza)
Tracey Ullman

b) Which game show began in the UK as an offshoot of Yorkshire TV’s news magazine, Calendar?

Countdown

c) Which long-running series of one-off sitcoms spawned Steptoe and Son, The Liver Birds and Last
of the Summer Wine?

Comedy Playhouse

Individual Round 7
1.

What is the term for the kind of electricity generated when certain crystals are compressed?

Piezoelectricity

2.

Who is credited with the principle that the preferred answer to a problem should be that
which makes fewest assumptions?

William of Occam (or Ockham)
(Occam’s Razor)

3.

Which medical charity was established in the 1920s by Australian Presbyterian minister John
Flynn?

Royal Flying Doctor Service

4.

Which island must be crossed on the road journey between North and South Uist?

Benbecula

5.

Which organisation coined the word propaganda to describe the information it disseminated
in support of itself?

Roman Catholic Church
(Accept Vatican)

6.

What one-word term describes asexual reproduction where embryos develop without
fertilisation?

Parthenogenesis

7.

What was the title of the 1987 memoir and self-help book attributed to Donald Trump, helping Trump: The Art of the Deal
to make him a household name?

8.

Which 1993 film chronicles a bizarre series of encounters with Punxsutawney Phil?

Groundhog Day

9.

The name of which African capital translates into English as New Flower?

Addis Ababa

10.

Of which semi-domesticated animal is the male called a hob and the female a jill?

Ferret

Team Round 8
1.
Colourful Conditions
Identify 3 informal names for medical conditions, each incorporating a colour:
a) Mosquito-transmitted pyrexia associated with the Flavivirus virus type;
Yellow Fever
b) Cyanosis due to one of several neonatal heart conditions;

Blue Baby Syndrome

c) An industrial injury also known as hand-arm vibration syndrome.

Vibration White Finger

2.
Musical Methods
What is the term for…
a) …playing a bowed stringed instrument by finger-plucking rather than using the bow?

Pizzicato

b) …a guitar chord where one finger holds down several strings across a single fret?

Barre chord

c) …increasing air pressure to a wind instrument to generate notes in a higher register?

Overblowing

3.
Misses Missed Out
Three Nobel Oversights
a) Which crystallographer, supervisor to the previously mentioned Ray Gosling, was disqualified by Rosalind Franklin
premature death from sharing Crick, Watson and Wilkins’ 1962 Physiology Prize?
b) Who was overlooked for a share in her collaborator Otto Hahn’s 1944 prize for their discovery
Lise Meitner
of nuclear fission, but was posthumously recognised by having an element named after her?
c) Which celestial objects were first detected by Jocelyn Bell Burnell, though the 1974 Nobel
Pulsars
Physics Prize for her discovery went to Martin Ryle and Anthony Hewish?
4.
Lost Letters
Losing which letter transforms…
a) …a fish prized for its roe into a medical practitioner?
b) …a skin eruption or architectural eyesore into a fleshy lump near the base of a swan’s bill?
c) …the apparent wobble of the Moon as observed from Earth into the pouring of liquid as a
devotional act?

T
(STurgeon  Surgeon)
B
(CarBuncle  Caruncle)
R
(LibRation  Libation)

Team Round 8 (Continued)
5.
Literary Landlords
a) Of which inn was Barliman Butterbur landlord?
b) In Treasure Island, which inn was kept by the Hawkins family?

The Prancing Pony
(The Fellowship of the Ring)
The Admiral Benbow

c) Who was landlord of the Tabard Inn, from whence set forth Chaucer’s Canterbury pilgrims?

Harry Bailey

6.
Football Films
a) When Saturday Comes (1996);

Which Premier League or Championship football clubs are central to these films:
Sheffield United

b) The Class of ’92 (2013);

Manchester United

c) Jack to a King (2014)?

Swansea City
(Subtitled “The Swansea Story”)

7.
Fetid Food
a) What is the country of origin of Munster cheese, allegedly one of the World’s smelliest?

France

b) Which South-East Asian fruit has a smell likened to raw sewage, but a taste that has earned it
Durian
the description “crème brûlée on a tree”?
c) The flesh of what is fermented and dried to prepare the Icelandic speciality Hákarl, said to smell (Greenland) Shark
of ammonia?
(Prompt “Fish”)
8.
Titled Towns
Identify 3 English towns, each of whose names incorporates the rank of a person of status.
a) Which town is the nearest to Stansted Airport?
Bishop’s Stortford
b) England’s busiest port of the 14th century, where are the nation’s only surviving Hanseatic
League buildings to be found?
c) In which town are the headquarters of UKIP?

King’s Lynn
Newton Abbot

Beer Round
1.
a) Which politician is married to journalist Sarah Vine?

Michael Gove

b) Which British bird is most closely related to the roadrunner?

Cuckoo

c) Give any year of the period of English history known as The Anarchy.

Any year from 1135 to 1153

2.
a) Under what name did novelist Barbara Vine more usually write?

Ruth Rendell

b) Which British bird is most closely related to the kookaburra?

Kingfisher

c) Give any year of the period of English history known as The Protectorate.

Any year from 1653 to 1659

Spare Questions
1.

What was both the Roman name for the Rhine Delta and a former name of Jakarta?

Batavia

2.

What is France’s national equivalent to an Oscar called?

César

3.

How is the SIS more usually known?

MI6

