
 

 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, February 13th. 
Set by: Roger Springthorpe 

 



  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics 
are purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”), you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 All answers contain the name of a famous horse from fact or fiction 
 
 

1. Which Brad Pitt film tells the story of an American tank crew in World War II? Fury 

2. Which Sherlock Holmes story contains the incident of the dog that did nothing? Silver Blaze 

3. In which capital city would you find Tivoli Gardens? Copenhagen 

4. What was the nickname of the character in “Only Fools and Horses” who was a road 
sweeper? 

Trigger 

5. What was the name of the dashing officer of the Hussars created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
for the Strand magazine? 

Brigadier Gerard 

6. Which metal has the highest electrical conductivity? Silver 

7. Which one time part of the staple diet on board sailing ships was made of long lasting hard 
baked flour and was also known as hardtack or pilot bread? 

Sea Biscuit (accept brewis, cabin 
bread) 

8. Which French dish consists of chicken sautéed in oil with garlic and tomato then garnished 
with fried eggs and crayfish? 

Chicken Marengo 

9. The remains of which famous racehorse are due to be dug up when the racecourse holding 
his grave will be developed? 

Desert Orchid 

10. In the book “The Shining” by Steven King and the film, which two words were constantly 
repeated by a psychic boy as a warning? 

Red Rum 

 



Team Round 2 
1. Fantasy Fiction  

a) In the Discworld series by Terry Pratchett, the Discworld is carried through space balanced 
on the backs of four huge elephants standing on the back of which larger creature? 

Turtle 

b) In the Harry Potter books what special gift was received by Harry on his first Christmas at 
Hogwarts? 

Invisibility Cloak 

c) How many books are there in the Narnia series by C.S.Lewis? Seven 

2. Christmas Number Ones Only six groups with a single word name (No ‘The’) have an Xmas No.1 single. Who did it in: 
a) 1974 Mud (Lonely this Christmas) 

b) 1975 and 1991 Queen (Bohemian rhapsody) 

c) 1999 Westlife (I Have A Dream) 

3. The Human Body  
a) The saphenous is the longest what in the human body? Vein 

b) If somebody was suffering from a graphospasm what common ailment would be troubling 
them? 

Writers’ Cramp (accept 
mogigraphia/scrivener's palsy) 

c) Which endocrine gland is also known as the hypophysis? Pituitary Gland  

4. F.A. Cup Final history  
a) In 1901 after winning the F.A. Cup Final, which tradition was established by Tottenham 

which lasts to this day? 
Putting the Winners’ Ribbons on 
the Cup 

b) Which team has won the most F.A. Cup Finals - thirteen in total? Arsenal 

c) In 2007, which team was the first side to win the F.A. Cup Final at the New Wembley 
Stadium? 

Chelsea 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Food  

a) In Northern Ireland how is a fried meal of eggs, bacon, sausage, black pudding, white 
pudding, soda bread and potato bread known? 

An Ulster Fry 

b) Which long suet dumpling with savoury at one end and suet at the other takes its name 
from the county where it originated? 

Bedfordshire Clanger (accept 
Hertfordshire clanger) 

c) What kind of food are Cornish Fairings? Biscuits 

6. Sitcom Neighbours  
a) In “Mrs Brown’s Boys” what is the forename of Agnes’ oldest and closest friend? Winnie 

b) Who played Victor Meldrew’s neighbour Patrick Trench in “One Foot in the Grave”? Angus Deayton 

c) Which 1980s series was about competing antique shop owners who were neighbours? Never the Twain 

7. British Cathedrals  
a) In which city is Christ Church Cathedral, the disputed smallest cathedral in England? Oxford 

b) Which cathedral is the largest remaining example of Norman Architecture in England? Durham 

c) In terms of capacity what is England’s largest cathedral? Liverpool 

8. Protests  
a) Which incident of 1773 involved the royal navy ships Eleanor, Dartmouth and Beaver? Boston Tea Party 

b) What was the destination of the protest march of over 300,000 people in Britain on October 
24, 1983? 

Greenham Common 

c) Which protest of July 1789 ended with the death of a prison governor? Storming of the Bastille 



Individual Round 3 All answers contain lyrics from Bohemian Rhapsody 
 
 

1. Which name for the Devil translates as Lord of the Flies? Beelzebub 

2. Where specifically would you receive a lumbar injection? Spine 

3. In films what connects Harry, Dick, Jack and Cleo? All Carry On films 

4. Which magazine which began in 1883 and printed in magazine form until 1972 in a weekly 
magazine format until 1972 was seen as the American version of Punch? 

Life 

5. In opera what is the name of the Barber of Seville? Figaro 

6. In ten pin bowling what term is used for all ten pins being knocked down by two balls in a 
single frame? 

Spare 

7. In Australia what kind of phenomena is a Brickfielder?  Wind 

8. Released in 2018 “Here we go again” was the subtitle of the highly anticipated sequel to 
which hugely successful film of 2008? 

Mamma Mia 

9. Astraphobia [QM: spell] is one of the words used for an abnormal fear of what? Thunder and lightning (Accept 
either) 

10. According to an old proverb procrastination is the thief of what? Time 

 



Team Round 4 
1. British Wildlife  

a) Among British owls what is unique about the nesting habits of the short-eared owl?  It Nests on the Ground 

b) Native to Britain what kind of creature is a Gatekeeper? Butterfly 

c) What is Britain’s largest lizard? Slow Worm (accept deaf adder, 
blindworm, long-cripple) 

2. Bays  
a) Which capital city, where the official languages are English, Malay, Mandarin and Tamil, is 

built on Marina Bay? 
Singapore 

b) Which is the largest bay in England to have the word “bay” in its name? Morecambe (The Wash on the 
largest bay) 

c) In which country is the Bay of Plenty? New Zealand 

3. The films of Mel Brooks  
a) Which British actor played the hunchback Igor in Young Frankenstein?   Marty Feldman 

b) What is the name of the governor’s villainous secretary in Blazing Saddles? Hedley Lamarr 

c) Which Mel Brooks film is a spoof of ten Hitchcock classics? High Anxiety 

4. Wine  
a) For the minimum of how many years must champagne be stored to be classed as “vintage”? Three 

b) Chianti is obtained from which region of Italy?  Tuscany 

c) From which trees is the wood for wine barrels traditionally obtained? Oak 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Architecture  

a) Which architect designed the current façade of the Royal Pavilion in Brighton, in the 1810s? John Nash 

b) Which tourist destination in Bath was designed from John Wood, the Younger between 1767 
and 1774? 

Royal Crescent 

c) Which dramatist turned architect collaborated with Nicholas Hawksmoor in the design of 
Blenheim Palace? 

John Vanbrugh 

6. Composer Jobs  
a) Which classical composer was an officer in the Russian Navy and official Inspector of Naval 

Bands? 
Rimsky-Korsakov 

b) Which composer was a member of the Italian Parliament and a successful farmer? Verdi 

c) Which British composer was a music teacher at a Girls’ School and also at an adult education 
institute? 

Gustav Holst 

7. Sisters  
a) What were the names of Peter Rabbit’s sisters in the stories by Beatrix Potter? Flopsy, Mopsy and Cottontail 

b) What were the commonly used first names of the Beverley sisters? Babs, Joy and Teddy 

c) How many sisters made up the Bennet family in Jane Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice”? Five 

8. Record Records  
a) Which opera singer was the first artist to sell 1,000,000 records recorded by them? Enrico Caruso 

b) Which Beatles album is the best-selling ‘Greatest Hits’ compilation of the 2000s in the UK? 1 

c) Which jazz standard written by George Gershwin is the most recorded track of all, having 
been recorded by 214 artists? 

Summertime 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Every answer contains the name of a world heavyweight boxing champion 
 
 

1. Who became leader of the Israelites upon the death of Moses?  Joshua 

2. Who was the last Bourbon king of France, ruling from 1815 to 1824? Louis XVIII 

3. In Jewish folklore the monster known as the golem was traditionally made from mud or 
which other material? 

Clay 

4. Which judge presided over the Bloody Assizes of defeated rebels after the Battle of 
Monmouth? 

Jeffries 

5. Who is the author of the books featuring the criminal psychologist and profiler Alex Cross? James Patterson 

6. What is the capital of the Isle of Man? Douglas 

7. Which nursery rhyme title character was offered white bread and butter for his supper? Tommy Tucker 

8. Which 80s TV series starred Michael Brandon and Glynis Barber as an NYPD detective 
forced to work with a daughter of British aristocracy as undercover police officers? 

Dempsey and Makepeace 

9. What is the largest island of the Outer Hebrides? Lewis 

10. Which American President was sworn in on board an aircraft? Lyndon B. Johnson 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Bears  

a) Which is the only bear native to South America? Spectacled Bear 

b) Which is the most widespread bear in North America? Black Bear 

c) Which type of bear takes its name from the second biggest island of the USA? Kodiak Grizzly 

2. The Royal Family  
a) The children of the Queen and Prince Philip use Mountbatten-Windsor as an official 

surname. This first appeared on a document in 1973 for which royal occasion? 
Wedding of Princess Anne 

b) What is the Queen’s second forename? Alexandra 

c) Which member of the Royal family is the Earl of Inverness? Prince Andrew 

3. Valentines  
a) Which character was played by Valentine Dyall in the BBC radio series “Appointment with 

Fear”? 
Man in Black 

b) In which BBC drama did Anthony Valentine play the sadistic Major Horst Mohn? Colditz 

c) Which composer wrote the music for the song “My Funny Valentine”? Richard Rodgers 

4. Lighthouses  
a) The purpose of the lighthouse on Flamborough Head is to mark the position of the headland 

for vessels using which two ports? 
Scarborough and Bridlington 

b) Which lighthouse has guided vessels into Swansea Bay since 1794? Mumbles 

c) Which lighthouse is built on the Westernmost rock of the Scilly Isles? Bishop Rock 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Deserts  

a) In which desert is Las Vegas situated? Mojave 

b) South Africa, Namibia and which other country are the three countries mainly affected by 
the Kalahari Desert? 

Botswana 

c) In which country is the biggest desert by area in the Americas? Argentina (Patagonian) 

6. Transport  
a) Which country has most motorcycle manufacturing companies? Italy (But India produce most 

motorcycles) 
b) Which Scottish railway station is named an English hero created by Sir Walter Scott? Edinburgh Waverley 

c) What is the name of the longest canal in the world which runs for 1200 miles through China? 
It is also shared by canals elsewhere. 

The Grand Canal 

7. Roman place names What is the modern name for these Roman settlements? 
a) Lindum Colonia Lincoln 

b) Cataractonium Catterick 

c) Dunelmum Durham 

8. Sporting nicknames  
a) Which European football club is known as the Old Lady? Juventus (accept Hertha Berlin) 

b) Who in darts is known as Wolfie? Martin Adams 

c) Who in Horse Racing was known as “the long fellow”? Lester Piggott 



Individual Round 7 Complete the other half of these pairs of famous lovers 
 
 

1. Harlequin Columbine (accept The Joker, in 
DC Comics) 

2. Dale Arden Flash Gordon 

3. Clio Laine Johnny Dankworth 

4. Marian Fitzwalter Robin Hood 

5. Perdita Pongo (accept Florizel in The 
Winter’s Tale) 

6. Jane Porter Tarzan or John Clayton or Lord 
Greystoke 

7. Orpheus Eurydice 

8. Tristan Isolde 

9. Ferdinand II of Aragon Queen Isabella (Of Castille) 

10. Joanne Woodward Paul Newman 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Romantic films  

a) Who plays the aging pop star Billy Mack in “Love Actually”? Bill Nighy 

b) Which British actor played Ashley Wilkes in “Gone with the Wind”? Leslie Howard 

c) Who played the female lead in “Love Story”? Ali McGraw 

2. Clothing Companies  
a) Which clothing company took its name from they perceived to be the differences between 

adult and children’s clothing? 
Gap 

b) Which clothing company named themselves after a popular rambling rose? Dorothy Perkins 

c) Which clothing company stole its name from a highly popular film of 1971 because it 
involved bringing in goods from abroad as they did? 

French Connection 

3. Dinosaurs  
a) On which continent did Tyrannosaurus Rex mainly live? North America 

b) Why was the Oviraptor so named? Its main diet was believed to be 
eggs 

c) In the history of dinosaurs, what is the significance of the Megalosaurus? First (non-avian dinosaur) to be 
named 

4. Winds  
a) According to the Beaufort scale winds equal to or greater than 74 m.p.h. are classified as 

what? 
Hurricane 

b) What name is given to warm westerly winds found in the southern hemisphere between 
forty and fifty degrees latitude? 

Roaring Forties 

c) The name of which wind means “snow eater”? Chinook 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Aviation  

a) Which company produced the first jet airliner? De Havilland  (The Comet) 

b) Which aviation manufacturer began as the Pacific Aero Parts Company in 1916? Boeing 

c) In 1916 the Sopwith camel was built to replace which forerunner aircraft also made by 
Sopwith? 

Sopwith Pup 

6. Charity work  
a) George Harrison organised the first charity concert featuring then-current pop stars in 1971, 

with funds being raised for which country? 
Bangladesh 

b) Which organisation issued the first charity Christmas card ever in 1949 with a picture chosen 
by a Czech girl because of work they had done in her village? 

Unicef 

c)  Which organisation registers and regulates charity work in England and wales? Charity Commission 

7. Love poems Who wrote these poems 
a) “A Red Red Rose” Robbie Burns 

b) “How Do I Love Thee” Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

c) “She Walks In Beauty” Lord Byron 

8. Nautical terms on sailing ships  
a) What on board ship is a ‘painter’? Rope 

b) On board ship what is a ‘lighter’? Ship’s barge  accept boat or 
dinghy 

c) On board ship what is a ‘skyscraper’? (Tall) Sail 



Beer Round 
 

1. Beer!  
a) Whose “Variations on a theme by Paganini” are part of a standard piano repertoire? Rachmaninoff 

b) In Greek mythology who was the muse of epic poetry? Calliope 

c) In the comics who was the biological father of Superman? Jor-El 

2. More beer!  
a) Who did Henrik Ibsen ask to write accidental music for ‘Pier Gynt’? Edvard Grieg 

b) In Greek mythology who was the muse of dance? Terpsichore 

c) In the comics which uncle raised Spiderman? Uncle Ben 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Who was the first woman inducted into the rock and roll Hall of Fame? Aretha Franklin 

2. Which ship was Kitchener travelling on when it hit a mine and sunk? H.M.S. Hampshire 

3. What does the “Rabbi” actually mean? (My) Teacher 

 


