
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 20th February 2019 
 

Set by: Phil Garner 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. In the book Treasure Island, who buried the treasure on the island? Captain Flint 

2. What dish is jokingly called ‘Jewish penicillin’? Chicken Soup 

3. How many pieces does each player start with in the game of backgammon? 15 

4. Edward Whymper in 1865 was the first man to climb which mountain? The Matterhorn 

5. What are bred in the activity of sericulture? Silkworms 

6. Which annual contest is associated with Olney in Buckinghamshire? Pancake Race 

7. Of where was Pericles prince according to Shakespeare? Tyre 

8. Pibroch is a form of music for what instrument? Bagpipes 

9. In the 18th century Kitty Fisher was London’s highest paid ………what? Prostitute 

10. If a substance is “oleaginous” what does it mainly contain? Oil 

 



Team Round 2 
1. Quotations Who famously said: 

a) Life is what happens when you are busy making other plans? John Lennon 

b) The first requisite for the happiness of the people is the abolition of religion? Karl Marx 

c) Boxing is a lot of white men watching two black men beat each other up? Muhammad Ali 

2. Science Mix Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What is the scientific name for the ‘rare earth elements’ with atomic numbers from 57 to 71? Lanthanides 

b) What name is given to the mixture of 1 part nitric acid to three parts hydrochloric acid? Aqua Regia 

c) Which inert gas makes up about 1% of the Earth’s atmosphere? Argon 

3. TV Sitcoms Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Who played Jerry St Clair Dignan in Phoenix Nights? Dave Spikey 

b) Which sitcom shows the trials and tribulations of Sharon Morris and Rob Norris? Catastrophe 

c) Which sitcom features regular diatribes about the useless transport system between London 
and Stratford-Upon-Avon? 

Upstart Crow 

4. Religion Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Until recent times whose death was confirmed by having his name called out three times and 

being tapped three times on the head with a silver hammer? 
The Pope 

b) The Coptic Church is the Christian religion of which country? Egypt 

c) What name is given to the part of a monk or priest’s head left bare on top by shaving the hair? Tonsure 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. January News Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which pop diva published a statement to clear up any misunderstandings - revealing she was 
definitely not a Conservative supporter? 

Kate Bush 

b) Police in the USA reacted with horror to youngsters taking the so called ‘Bird Box Challenge’, a 
craze stemming from the Netflix film Bird Box – what did the craze entail? 

Driving Blindfold 

c) What unsavoury article was discovered at Sidmouth in Devon? Giant Fatberg 

6. Geography Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Carrauntoohil is the highest peak in which country? Republic of Ireland 

b) The Kariba Dam stands on which river? Zambezi 

c) Into which main body of water does the Orinoco river flow? Atlantic Ocean 

7. Backing Groups Who is/was backed by: 
a) The Rebel Rousers? Cliff Bennett 

b) The Big Sound? Simon Dupree 

c) The Ram Jam Band? Geno Washington 

8. Crosses Click here to enter rubric. 
a) How many ‘Stations of the Cross’ are there? 14 

b) What kind of cross has two horizontal bars on the vertical? Cross of Lorraine (accept Cross of 
Anjou or Patriarchal Cross) 

c) Someone in which profession might ‘cross the floor’? MP (Changing Parties) 



Individual Round 3 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Les Baux in France gave its name to the ore of which metal? Aluminium (Bauxite) 

2. What is the name of the colour used to describe old brown and white photos? Sepia 

3. In the nursery rhyme what did the Three Little Kittens lose? Their Mittens 

4. The term ‘cab’ used for a taxi, is a shortened version of which word? Cabriolet 

5. A carillon is a set of ……what? Bells 

6. In the great early Hollywood era what was the occupation of the much feared Hedda Hopper 
and Louella Parsons? 

Gossip Columnists 

7. Invented in 1907 what was the first fully synthetic plastic? Bakelite 

8. Which planet is covered with clouds of sulphuric acid? Venus 

9. What was built on the site of the old Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York? Empire State Building 

10. The derrick crane was named after Dick Derrick – what was his occupation? Hangman 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Prequels Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which 2015 film served as a prequel to the Despicable Me series of movies?  Minions 

b) Which novel by Thomas Harris was the prequel to The Silence of the Lambs? Red Dragon 

c) Which BBC comedy-drama of 2010-11 was a prequel to the hit sitcom Only Fools and Horses? Rock And Chips 

2. History Mix Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which socialist movement in England and Wales between 1837 and 1855 attempted to improve 

conditions for the working classes? 
Chartists 

b) Where did waitresses nicknamed ‘Nippies’ work in the first half of the 20th century? Lyons Cornerhouses (Tea Rooms) 

c) To which royal house did Queen Anne belong? Stuart 

3. Technology Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What device was called a telegraphone in its early days? Tape Recorder 

b) Which device forwards data packages between computer networks, performing ‘traffic 
directing’ functions on the internet? 

Router 

c) What is the term ‘modem’ short for? Modulator-Demodulator 

4. Sport Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The Totally Wicked Stadium is the home ground of which Rugby League team? St Helens 

b) Silvestre De Sousa was which UK champion for 2018? Flat Racing Jockey 

c) Which winter sports racetrack is rebuilt every year? Cresta Run 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Shakespeare Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What is the Bard’s shortest play? Comedy of Errors 

b) Which play is subtitled ‘King of Britain’? Cymbeline 

c) Who coined the sobriquet ‘Sweet Swan of Avon’ to describe Shakespeare? Ben Jonson 

6. Colours  Each answer contains a colour 
a) The malevolent ogres in the Beatles animated film Yellow Submarine. Blue Meanies 

b) Biblical term for a hypocrite, especially one who conceals wickedness under a cloak of virtue. Whited Sepulchre 

c) US term for sensationalist, low quality newspapers. Yellow Press 

7. Show Business Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What is the name of the magical island featured in the musical South Pacific? Bali Ha’i 

b) Which country did Celine Dion represent when she won the Eurovision Song Contest in 1988? Switzerland 

c) What was the American equivalent of our Old Time Music Hall? Vaudeville 

8. Food & Drink Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which finger food has a name meaning ‘flight in the wind’? Vol-au-vent 

b) Bourbon whisky must contain at least 51% of which grain in its making by law? Corn – accept Maize 

c) Which vegetable is prominent in a dopiaza curry? Onions 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Which composer never met his patroness Madam von Meck? Tchaikovsky 

2. In what field are the Golden Joysticks awarded? Computer/Video Gaming 

3. Who were sent to Lazar houses in days gone by? Lepers 

4. Which anti-slavery campaigner co-founded the RSPCA? William Wilberforce 

5. Which musical term denotes that a string instrument be plucked not bowed? Pizzicato 

6. Which comedian was known as The Lad Himself? Tony Hancock 

7. Who announces the result of a parliamentary election? Returning Officer 

8. Which of the senses is poorly developed in most birds? Smell 

9. Which sportsman was known as ‘Pistol Pete’? Pete Sampras 

10. What does the police acronym SIO stand for? Senior Investigating Officer 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Science Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What is the commonest element in the Solar System? Hydrogen 

b) What term is given to the mean distance between the Earth and the Sun? Astronomical Unit 

c) Which isotope of carbon is primarily used in Radiocarbon Dating? Carbon 14 

2. Words Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The Italian word for scratched drawings is commonly used in English – what is it? Graffiti 

b) What is a lacuna? Gap/Space allow similar 

c) What is the only anagram of Monday? Dynamo 

3. Catchphrases On which TV show would you hear: 
a) Smoke me a kipper, I’ll be back for breakfast? Red Dwarf 

b) Does my bum look big in this? Fast Show 

c) Oh my God, they killed Kenny? South Park 

4. People Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which famous Russian author was killed in a duel in 1837? Pushkin 

b) What disability was/is shared by actor Peter Falk, inventor Marconi, singer Sammy Davis Jr and 
politician Gordon Brown? 

Only One Eye 

c) Which TV personality has children called Betty Kitten, Harvey Kirby and Honey Kinny? Jonathan Ross 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Streets Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which narrow London street is home to the Stock Exchange and gives its name to the financial 
world at large? 

Throgmorton Street 

b) Which old London street gave its name to the world of literary hacks and impoverished 
authors? 

Grub Street 

c) The name of which confectionary assortment was taken from the title of a 1902 J M Barrie play? Quality Street 

6. Pro or Con  Answers begin with either 
a) Wordy and tedious, long-winded, tending to speak at great length? Prolix 

b) Study of molluscs and their shells? Conchology 

c) The private rooms in which Roman Catholic cardinals meet to elect a new Pope? Conclave 

7. Early History Click here to enter rubric. 
a) According to popular myth, who founded a unified Scotland after defeating the Picts in the 

840s? 
Kenneth MacAlpine 

b) Who, reigning from 924 to 939, is now considered the first King of All England? Athelstan 

c) What term was used for the large areas of England under Viking control? Danelaw 

8. Geography Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In which country are the Eastern and Western Ghats mountains? India 

b) The Strait of Otranto separates Italy from which country? Albania 

c) Which is the smallest, in terms of surface area, of the Great Lakes? Ontario 



Individual Round 7 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. What was Belshazzar the first to see? The Writing On The Wall 

2. What colour is the fully made-up face of a Geisha girl? White 

3. The followers of which modern sport used to be known as ‘The fancy’? Boxing 

4. Playing what, would you shoot from a line called the Taw? Marbles 

5. In what country do most names end in ‘son’ or ‘dottir’? Iceland 

6. What did the so called ‘handsomest man in America’ do in 1865? Shoot Abraham Lincoln 

7. What does cap-a-pie mean? From Head To Foot 

8. In the scout movement what does ‘dyb dyb dyb’ mean? Do Your Best 

9. Phasmophobia is the fear of what? Ghosts 

10. Who drew the cartoon comic-strip character Andy Capp? Reg Smythe 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Horses Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What is the smallest breed of horse? Falabella 

b) What term is applied to horses with, typically, a sandy coat, dark stripe down the middle of its 
back, and a black mane? Horses depicted in cave paintings are described as this. 

Dun 

c) Which breed of horse is used by the famous Spanish Riding School of Vienna? Lippizaners 

2. New Millennium Pop Who had No. 1 hits with the following since 2000 
a) The Fear in 2009? Lily Allen 

b) I Don’t Feel Like Dancin’ in 2006? Scissor Sisters 

c) Sound Of The Underground in 2002? Girls Aloud 

3. Film Characters Identify the film in which they appeared 
a) Frank Farmer & Rachel Marron? The Bodyguard 

b) Mia Wallace & Vincent Vega? Pulp Fiction 

c) Spud & Begbie? Trainspotting (or sequel) 

4. Musical Terms Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What term is used for music with the accent on the off beat? Syncopation 

b) What is the full proper name for the ‘cello? Violoncello 

c) How many quavers in a crotchet? 2 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. What Do They Do? What career has been followed by the following successful people? 

a) Thomas Piketty? Economist 

b) Renzo Piano? Architect 

c) John Cooper Clarke? Poet 

6. Islands  

a) Which island used to be known by its inhabitants as Ellan Vannin? Isle of Man 

b) Located off the southern coast of England, what, surprisingly to some, is the third-most 
populated island in the British Isles, after Great Britain and Ireland. 

Portsea Island 

c) Which country was condescendingly christened Pig Island by Australians? New Zealand 

7. Red Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What type of footwear is often referred to by the slang term ‘cherry reds’? Doc Marten’s Boots 

b) The phrase ‘better red than dead’ is usually attributed to which philosopher? Bertrand Russell 

c) In the USA what colloquial term is used for a night flight depriving passengers of proper sleep? Red-Eye 

8. Wars of the Roses Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Where was the first battle of the conflict – won by the Yorkists – in 1455? St Albans 

b) Which domineering woman did the weak and ineffective king Henry VI marry in 1445? Margaret of Anjou 

c) Which monarch upset all of his court and nobles by marrying Elizabeth Wydville (sometimes 
incorrectly called Woodville)? 

Edward IV 



Beer Round 
Click here to enter rubric. 

1. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The liqueur Kahlua is flavoured with what? Coffee 

b) Jazz legend Jack Teagarden played which instrument? Trombone 

c) Which champion boxer was nicknamed ‘Hands of Stone’? Roberto Duran 

2. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The liqueur Pastis is flavoured with what? Aniseed 

b) Jazz legend Art Tatum played which instrument? Piano 

c) Which champion boxer was nicknamed ‘Motor City Cobra’? Thomas Hearns 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Which Irish village is famous for its shrine to the Virgin Mary? Knock 

2. How is Robyn Fenty better known to millions of fans? Rihanna 

3. Tora, tora, tora, was the signal to attack …..what? Pearl Harbour 

 


