
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 20th March 2019 
 

Set by: DE 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1  
 
 

1. Which US city is home to the Liberty Bell? Philadelphia 

2. How many sons are attributed to the biblical patriarch Jacob through all his wives and 
concubines? 

12 

3. Which mythical creature has the body of a lion and the head of a man? Sphinx 

4. How is the Countess of Dumbarton otherwise known? Duchess of Sussex or Baroness 
Kilkeel or Meghan Markle 

5. Which insect has been adopted as a symbol by the city of Manchester? Bee 

6.  10 000 (Ten thousand) 

7. Which car manufacturer is associated with the much-advertised Duster SUV model? Dacia  
(Accept Renault) 

8. In Renaissance art, which expensive pigment was traditionally used for the blue colour of the 
Virgin Mary’s robes? 

Ultramarine   (Expand on “Lapis 
lazuli” (its source mineral)) 

9. On which night of the week does the First Night of the Proms traditionally take place? Friday 

10. In cricket, what single word is usually used to describe fast leg theory bowling? Bodyline 

 
  

Originally, what specific number constituted a myriad? 



Team Round 2 
1. Paddy  

a) Who or what was Paddy, whose contribution to the D-Day landings earned Northern Ireland’s 
only ever Dickin Medal? 

Carrier Pigeon 

b) Incorporating a different forename, what colloquial term is preferred in the UK for what 
Americans call a paddy wagon? 
 

Black Maria 

c) What was the actual first name of the recently deceased former Lib Dem leader, Paddy 
Ashdown? 

Jeremy 

2. Tom  
a) The male of which livestock, reared mainly for its meat, is called a tom? Turkey 

b) In which English city does Tom Tower house a bell known as Great Tom? Oxford      
(No Tom Tower in Lincoln/London) 

c) Which country is the home of the satellite navigation company TomTom? Netherlands 
(Accept Holland) 

3. Harry  
a) Who had a 1982 hit with the Theme from Harry’s Game? Clannad 

b) Who wrote, directed and starred in the long-running Radio 4 comedy series, Old Harry’s Game? Andy Hamilton 

c) The Old Harry Rocks mark the easternmost extremity of which UNESCO World Heritage Site? The Jurassic Coast 

4. Peter  
a) The concept in management known as the Peter Principle observes that people in a hierarchy 

tend to rise to their level of … What? 
Incompetence 

b) What is the speciality of a criminal described in underworld parlance as a peterman? Safebreaking or equivalent 

c) Which Peter, named for his unkempt appearance, was the title character of an 1842 volume of 
children’s rhyming morality tales by Heinrich Hoffmann?  

Struwwelpeter or Shock-headed 
Peter (Accept Slovenly Peter) 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Dick  

a) Which English head of state acquired the nickname Tumbledown Dick? Richard Cromwell 

b) What was the name of Dick Dastardly’s vehicle in The Wacky Races? The Mean Machine 

c) What was the one-word stage name of erstwhile Marillion front man, Derek Dick? Fish 
 

6. Willy  
a) Of which upland area is Brown Willy the summit? Bodmin Moor 

b) In Australia, who or what is a willy-willy? Dust devil  (Accept whirlwind or 
tornado: Expand on “wind”) 

c) Which politician famously observed, “Every Prime Minister needs a Willie”? Margaret Thatcher 
(referring to Willie Whitelaw) 

7. Charles  
a) Which national capital is the location of Charles University and the Charles Bridge? Prague 

b) Which major US city and state capital stands on the Charles River? Boston 

c) According to Charles’ Law, under what specific condition is the volume of a fixed mass of gas 
proportional to its absolute temperature? 

Constant pressure or equivalent 

8. Jack  
a) Who or what is (or was) Monterey Jack? A type of Cheese 

b)  Which 1971 cult British crime film was based on the Ted Lewis novel, Jack’s Return Home? Get Carter 

c) Which hyphenated term, also incorporating a forename, is synonymous with Jack-o’-lantern? Will-o’-the-wisp 



Individual Round 3  
 
 

1. Which poet, a long time Derbyshire resident, collaborated with composer William Walton on 
the 1923 work, Façade – An Entertainment? 

Edith Sitwell 

2. Which annual rugby fixture has been contested since 1872, last year’s having been played at 
Twickenham on Thursday 6th December? 

Oxford Univ v Cambridge Univ or 
The “Varsity Match” 

3. For elephant seals and other related species, what is the term for the dominant male along a 
stretch of coast? 

Beachmaster 

4. What is the usual three-word English term for the elaborate clothing worn by a matador? Suit of lights 

5. Referenced in its full title, what is the subject of the political reference book known as Erskine 
May? 

Parliamentary Practice  
(Accept synonym thereof) 

6. What is the name given to the large estuary downstream from the confluence of the rivers 
Garonne and Dordogne at Bordeaux? 

The Gironde 

7. Who is credited with the 2001 autobiography, 1966 and All That? (Sir) Geoff Hurst 

8. Which body is responsible for authorising and installing London’s Blue Plaques? English Heritage 

9. Which Australian animal generates approximately cubic poo, the only species known to do so? Wombat 

10. Which Renaissance artist was also known as Jerome van Aken? Hieronymus Bosch 

 



Team Round 4 
1. City Symphonies  

a) Which number symphony of Vaughan Williams is subtitled A London Symphony? 2nd  

b) Which composer’s 7th Symphony takes its name and dedication from Leningrad, where it was 
premièred during the Nazi siege of the city? 

Dmitri Shostakovich 

c) Which letter begins both capital cities that give their names to Mozart symphonies? P (Paris and Prague)  

2. Elements in Translation Identify the chemical elements whose names mean the following in their source languages: 
a) Light-bearer or Morning Star; Phosphorus 

(Ancient Greek) 
b) Goblin; Cobalt 

(German “Kobold”) 
c) Hard stone. Tungsten 

(Swedish) 
3. If Food be the Love of Music  

a) Which barbecue sauce brand did reggae musician Levi Roots convince the Dragons’ Den 
“Dragons” to back? 

Reggae Reggae Sauce 
 

b) Which food product has Blur bassist Alex James made a second career producing? Cheese 

c) In which country are the vineyards supplying (Sir) Cliff Richard’s Vida Nova and Onda Nova wine 
labels? 

Portugal 

4. In the Garden  
a) What term for a formal garden of flower beds, separated and connected by gravel paths to 

form a symmetrical pattern, is also a French word meaning “on the ground”?  
Parterre 

b) Who is the Dutch-born songwriter and record producer who conceived the Eden Project and 
restored the Lost Gardens of Heligan? 

(Sir) Tim Smit 

c) Which 19th and early 20th century philanthropist indirectly gave his name to several compost 
recipes?  

John Innes 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Racecourses The racecourses of which present or former shire towns are also known locally as: 

a) The Roodee; Chester 

b) The Knavesmire; 
 

York 

c) Pitchcroft? Worcester 

6. Sixty-nine  
a) Which pair of football teams contest the “M69 Derby”, last played in 2012? Coventry City and Leicester City 

b) The action of which 1967 film takes place in and around Fort Zuassantneuf*? 
(*Note to reader: Pronunciation to resemble French “soixante-neuf”) 

Follow That Camel  (but accept 
Carry On Follow That Camel) 

c) The symbol for which Zodiac sign resembles the number 69 rotated through 90°. Cancer (or The Crab) () 

7. English As She Is Spoken  
a) A corruption of an alternative name for the region where it is spoken, what is the traditional 

name for the dialect of English associated with Central Scotland? 
Lallans     
(Grudgingly accept Lowlands) 

b) What portmanteau word describes that English dialect, widely distributed through Wales, that 
incorporates elements of Welsh grammar and vocabulary? 

Wenglish 

c) The abbreviation MLE is used to describe the contemporary urban dialect parodied by Ali G, and 
often employed by Hip-hop artists. What does MLE stand for, bruv?  

Multicultural London English 

8. “Talking” Birds  
a) Which common garden bird proclaims its territory with a call often likened to a cry of “Teacher, 

teacher”? 
Great tit 

b) Which British bird’s song is said to evoke the phrase, “A little bit of bread and no cheese”? Yellowhammer 

c) Which common name for the Tasmanian spotted owl is a verbal representation of its two-tone 
call, reminiscent of a mealtime demand and familiar to Discworld aficionados? 

Morepork 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5  
 
 

1. What is the term for a snooker shot where a ball is pocketed not through direct contact from 
the cue ball, but by dint of a train of collisions involving one or more intermediate balls? 

Plant or Combination shot or 
Combo 

2. Which city has Channel 4 chosen for its future national HQ? Leeds 

3. Which amendment to the US Constitution established the right to keep and bear arms? 2nd 
 

4. If the Ides of March corresponds to the 15th March, when does the Ides of April fall? 13th April 

5. If unwelcome email has acquired the term spam, which foodstuff is the equivalent term for 
welcome email? 

Ham 

6. How many assassination attempts did Queen Victoria survive? 8 [7 people tried, but one, John 
Francis, tried twice] 

7. How many pounds constitute a British hundredweight? 112 

8. Which familiar beverage brand was launched initially in Nazi Germany by the Coca Cola 
Company to circumvent a wartime embargo on some Coca Cola ingredients? 

Fanta 

9. Which post-impressionist painter was known as Le Douanier in reference to his day job in 
customs and excise? 

Henri Rousseau 

10. To a racing cyclist, what is a musette? Shoulder bag for food  
or equivalent 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Campus Comedies  

a) Which Channel 4 comedy series centred on a group of first-year students at the fictional 
Manchester Medlock University? 

Fresh Meat 

b) Which institution was attended by the four students who comprised The Young Ones? Scumbag College 

c) (Reader, please excuse the tongue twister.) In the 1980s series, A Very Peculiar Practice, which 
Doctor Who Doctor starred as the campus medical centre doctor, Dr Daker? 

Peter Davison 

2. European News …challenging claims that the laws of EU member states are all dictated by Brussels.  
a) In February 2019, which EU country announced lifetime exemption from income tax for women 

with four or more children? 
Hungary 

b) Which EU state is to make all public transport free of charge from March 2020? Luxembourg 

c) Which has just wound up a two-year experiment paying a basic state wage to 25-to-58-year-
olds whether or not in employment? 

Finland 

3. So Good They Sang Them Thrice  
a) Which girl group’s top ten hits have included No, No, No and Bills, Bills, Bills? Destiny’s Child 

b) Which band’s rendition of Love Is All Around accompanied the closing credits of Four Weddings 
and a Funeral? 

Wet Wet Wet 

c) Which title, consisting of three repetitions of the same word, could refer to singles by Jay-Z, The 
Coasters or Mötley Crüe, or albums by Elvis Presley, Elvis Costello or Mötley Crüe again? 

Girls Girls Girls 

4. Town Planning  
a) What is the term for the mediaeval planned towns of Southern France, characterised by their 

rectangular layouts? 
Bastides 

b) Construction of which new capital city, largely designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was begun in 1911 
to be completed in 1931? 

New Delhi 

c) Which UK municipality’s main thoroughfare, Midsummer Boulevard, is consciously aligned with 
sunrise at the summer solstice? 

Milton Keynes 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. England’s Islands Which ceremonial counties lay claim to these islands, all among England’s ten largest: 

a) Hayling Island - at about 10 square miles, the 3rd largest island off the English coast; Hampshire 

b) Walney Island - at 5 square miles, the 8th largest; Cumbria 

c) Mersea and Wallasea Islands - at 7 and 4 square miles, the 7th and 9th largest respectively? Essex 

6. Eponymous Cocktails  
a) Which conspicuously pink cocktail of vodka, club soda and cranberry juice was based on the 

Cape Cod cocktail and named after a Cape Cod resident, the matriarch of a political dynasty? 
Rose Kennedy 

b) Kir, made from crème de cassis and white Burgundy, was named after a mayor of which city 
associated with the production of both ingredients? 

Dijon 

c) Which surname occurs in the names of at least two gin-based cocktails dating from the 19th 
century?  

Collins 
(John, Tom and possibly Jim) 

7. The NATO Alphabet on film   
a) The NATO initials Alpha Papa appear in the title of a 2013 comedy featuring which character? Alan Partridge 

b) The title of which 2016 comedy starring Tina Fey and Martin Freeman, and set mainly in war-
torn Afghanistan, is the NATO rendering of a vulgar expression of surprise or disbelief? 

Whiskey Tango Foxtrot 

c) Which two “letters” of the NATO alphabet have appeared together in the titles of more than a 
dozen films, all interpretations of the same story? 

Romeo and Juliet 
 

8. Eccentric Sports  
a) Which aquatic sport’s annual world championship is held at Llanwrtyd Wells, Powys, where the 

sport was invented? 
Bog Snorkelling 

b) In which East Anglian sport do 12 team members dance round in a ring while dodging a beer-
soaked dishcloth hurled by their opponents? 

Dwile Flonking 

c) What is the alternative two-word name for the sport of Octopush, played across the floor of a 
swimming pool? 

Underwater Hockey 



Individual Round 7   
 
 

1. In 2002, which historic city of about 50 000 inhabitants became the first in the UK to introduce 
a congestion charge? 

Durham 

2. In which year did Picasso complete his painting Guernica, less than two months after the event 
that inspired it?  

1937 

3. What term, derived from the units of the three main quantities it measures, describes an all-
purpose electrical measuring device, also known as a multimeter?  

Avometer or “Avo” 
(from ampere, volt, ohm) 

4.  Hoglet 
accept Piglet or Pup 

5. Which Alan Bennett play takes its title from that of the Harrow School song? Forty Years On 

6. A popular food in parts of Asia, how is dried and salted bummalo fish better known in English? Bombay duck 

7. What is most usually secured with a four-in-hand knot? (Neck-)Tie 

8. Which 1953 novel’s familiar opening sentence is “The past is a foreign country.”? The Go-Between 
(L.P. Hartley) 

9. For a jeweller, what is the function of a loupe (spelt L-O-U-P-E)? Magnification or equivalent  
 

10. Where did the Wolves, Ravens, Bulls and Curlews meet for a pioneering event of 1907? Brownsea Island (Expand “Poole”, 
“Poole Harbour”) (1st Scout camp) 
 

 

What is the term for a young hedgehog? 



Team Round 8 
1. Plays Within Plays  

a) Which play, significant in theatrical history, took its title from the “play within a play” in Hamlet, 
also known as The Murder of Gonzago? 

The Mousetrap 

b) Which pair of lovers are the protagonists of the play performed by the “rude mechanicals” in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream? 

Pyramus and Thisbe 

c) Which notorious aristocrat completes the play title: The Persecution and Assassination of Jean-
Paul Marat as Performed by the Inmates of the Asylum of Charenton Under the Direction of ....? 

The Marquis de Sade 

2. Scientists: Shared Surnames In each part, identify the surname shared by 3 scientists from a contribution of each. 
a) E “discovered” the proton, D isolated nitrogen, and A, a geneticist, investigates “Curious Cases” 

on Radio 4 in collaboration with Hannah Fry. 
Rutherford 
(Ernest; Daniel; Adam) 

b) J “discovered” the electron, W devised the absolute temperature scale, and B challenged the 
Caloric Theory of Heat with his Cannon Boring Experiment. Ignore spelling variations and titles. 

Thom(p)son  (J.J.; William Lord 
Kelvin; Benjamin Count Rumford) 

c) E described the Butterfly Effect, K studied animal behaviour, notably imprinting in geese, and H 
formulated the equations that underpin Special Relativity. Again, ignore spelling variations. 

Loren(t)z 
(Edward; Konrad; Hendrik) 

3. Doubled Letters Pairs of words pronounced identically but differing in that a letter of the second is doubled.  
a) Doubling which letter transforms an Asian cleric into a South American mammal? L 

(Lama  Llama) 
b) Doubling which letter transforms a beverage into a defensive configuration of wagons? A 

(Lager  Laager) 
c) And doubling which letter transforms an item of ecclesiastical silverware into an attachment 

that lifts the sole of a shoe clear of mud? 
T 
(Paten  Patten) 

4. Unromantic Love Songs  
a) What was Gilbert O’Sullivan’s implied relationship to Clair, the subject of his 1972 number 1? Babysitter 

(Accept Uncle) 
b) Which Hollies hit’s title evolved from words attributed in an 1884 Scottish morality tale to a 

small girl carrying a baby? 
He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My Brother 
(Accept He’s Not/Nae Heavy, …) 

c) In 1963, a singer born Jeannine Deckers enjoyed a worldwide hit with Dominique. In what 
capacity was the subject of her song the object of her devotion? 

Founder of (Dominican) Order or 
Saint or equiv (JD=The Singing Nun) 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Poet and Peasant Three Scottish poets notable for their humble origins 

a) Which gemstone, defining 8 on the Mohs hardness scale, was also the unusual middle name of 
weaver and doggerel writer William McGonagall? 

Topaz 

b) Give any year in the life of Robert Burns. Any year between 1759 and 1796 

c) Referencing a former occupation, the self-educated poet and novelist James Hogg was widely 
known as The Ettrick ... What? 

Shepherd 

6. “Flying” Doctors Identify three doctors whose surnames are types of bird: 
a) The Dirk Bogarde character in Doctor in the House and other early films in the Doctor series; Dr Simon Sparrow 

b) David McCallum’s character in NCIS, usually known as Ducky; Dr Donald Mallard 

c) Physician to Queen Victoria and her son the Prince of Wales, implicated by some in the Jack the 
Ripper mystery. 

Sir William Gull 

7. Textile Toponymy  
a) From which French city does the word denim derive? Nîmes 

(from “de Nîmes”) 
b) Cambric, shirts made from which are reportedly on sale at Scarborough Fair, is named after 

which location?  
Cambrai (N France) 

c) Which high-quality woollen cloth takes its name from a Norfolk village? Worsted 
(Village = Worstead) 

8. Football Trickery  
a) What is the defining feature of an Olimpico goal? Scored directly from a Corner kick 

(without deflection) 
b) Which creature gives its name to the manoeuvre, otherwise known as a reverse bicycle kick, in 

which the ball is struck with the heels while negotiating a dive or handspring? 
Scorpion (kick) 

c) What is said to have been achieved by a player who scores three goals in a match, one with 
each foot and one with the head? 

Perfect hat-trick 
(Expand on “hat-trick”) 



Beer Round 
 

1.   
a) Which son of Zeus from Greek mythology gives his name to a lockable display cabinet designed 

to stop “servants and younger sons getting at the whisky”? 
Tantalus 

b) What kind of plant is the source of vanilla? Orchid 

c) In which English city might you walk along a street called Whip-Ma-Whop-Ma-Gate? York 

2.   
a) Which Greek Titan gives his name to a reference book? Atlas 

b) What kind of plant is the source of saffron? Crocus 

c) In which English city might you walk along a street called Land of Green Ginger? (Kingston upon) Hull 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Who or what are Luxo Jr. and Luxo Sr., featured in an iconic early Pixar animation? 
 

Desk Lamps 

2. Dr Teeth and the Electric Mayhem were the house band on which long-running TV 
programme? 
 

The Muppet Show 
 

3. In July 2018, which company was controversially awarded a permit to start fracking operations 
at a site on the Fylde peninsula. 
 

Cuadrilla Resources 

 


