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1. By tradition, the boundaries of this Midlands city are marked in an annual “Sherriff’s 
Ride”. It’s famous sons from the 18th century include a physician and scientist, an 
illustrious actor, and a writer and lexicographer. F2P, what is this English city, the only one
whose letters all appear in the first half of the alphabet?

Lichfield

Lichfield Cathedral boasts 3 spires. F1P, which other English cathedral has 3? Truro
2. This Olympic year is unusual in that the same country hosted both the Summer and 

Winter Olympic Games, the latter being the inaugural ones. F2P, in which year did 
Chamonix and Paris both see Olympic competition? 

1924

F1P, which Oscar-winning 1981 film centred around rivalries at the 1924 Olympics? Chariots of Fire
3. These birds inhabit the same order as albatrosses: the tube-noses. British representatives 

include the fulmar and the birds traditionally known to mariners as “Mother Carey’s 
chickens” F2P, what is the informal name for these birds, which from its sound, might be 
erroneously associated with the foul-smelling oil some of them project?

Petrels

F1P, which close relative of the petrels has the taxonomic name Puffinus puffinus. Manx Shearwater
4. Sometimes known in the past as County Tyrconnell, this Irish county’s area is the largest 

in the province of Ulster and the fourth largest on the island of Ireland, while its Gaeltacht
is the second largest. With its administrative centre at Lifford, and boasting, in Malin 
Head, Ireland’s northernmost point, F2P, what is this county of the Republic of Ireland?

County Donegal

F1P, name either of the other two counties of the Republic which are part of Ulster? Co Cavan or Co Monaghan
5. A native of Edinburgh, this writer of travel literature and novels, mainly historical, with 

some aimed primarily at children, was directly related to a dynasty of civil engineers, 
mostly specialising in lighthouse construction. F2P, what is the name of this author, who 
died in Samoa in 1894?

Robert Louis Stevenson

F1P, what is the eponymous title of Stevenson’s unfinished final novel, set at the time of 
the Napoleonic Wars?

Weir of Hermiston

6. Another native of Edinburgh, this physicist took the first colour photograph, and as a 
student, deduced the composition of Saturn’s rings. His most notable contributions were 
to thermodynamics and understanding the nature of electromagnetic radiation. F2P, who 
was this physicist, whose equations paved the way for Einstein’s theories of relativity?

James Clerk Maxwell

F1P, what was the forename of the first victim of Maxwell’s Silver Hammer mentioned in 
the Beatles song of that name?

Joan

7. The flag of this modern-day country is intended to evoke wheat fields under an extensive 
sky. Tchaikowsky based his 2nd symphony on three folk songs of the country, earning it 
the subtitle “Little Russian”. F2P, what is this country, which has just elected the 
comedian Volodymyr Zelenskiy as its president?  

Ukraine

If the Ukraine was once Little Russia, F1P, which country approximates to White Russia? Belarus
8. Sharing its name with a service area on the M5, this 1685 battle was the last fought on 

English soil. F2P, after which battle marking the defeat of the Duke of Monmouth’s 
rebellion were the “Bloody Assizes” held?

Battle of Sedgemoor

F1P, which 1869 novel’s hero, John Ridd, is captured in the aftermath of the Battle of 
Sedgemoor?

Lorna Doone

9. This backing band were unusual in achieving the number one hit that eluded the 
otherwise successful singer they backed, also becoming the first British group to reach 
number 1 in America. F2P, who were this band, whose major hit, an instrumental, 
referenced a communications satellite?

The Tornados

F1P, who was the Tornados bassist whose best known hit was a song written in tribute to 
Eddie Cochrane?

Heinz Burt

10. This composer took an avid interest in his national music both as collector and arranger. 
Among his nine symphonies, several are subtitled, including the Pastoral (No 3), No 2, 
named after his national capital, and his 7th, named after a continent and also serving as 
a film score. F2P, who is this English composer of the tone poem The Lark Ascending?

Ralph Vaughan Williams

F1P, on which Elizabethan composer’s psalm tune did Vaughan Williams compose a well-
known Fantasia?

Thomas Tallis

11. Claimed to be the World’s fastest ball game, with a record ball speed clocked at 188 mph. 
Played between pairs and with a name translating as “merry festival”, it is an adaptation 
of an older European sport, popular in parts of the USA, Latin America and the 
Philippines. F2P, what is this development on the Basque sport of pelota?

Jai-alai

F1P, in the context of pelota or jai-alai, what is a xistera? Basket (that projects ball)



12. Fifteen detailed illustrations by Kit Williams tell of a hare called Jack carrying a treasure 
from the Moon to the Sun. Together, the illustrations constituted an elaborate treasure 
hunt, leading readers to the Bedfordshire town of Ampthill. F2P, what was the title of this 
1979 book intended to lead a successful reader to where a golden hare had been buried?

Masquerade

F1P, who was the TV presenter who alone was privy to where the golden hare had been 
hidden?

Bamber Gascoigne

13. Their families disagree about the closeness of the relationship between jazz pianist, Don 
Shirley and his chauffeur, Frank Villalonga, as depicted in this film, which chronicles a 
concert tour through the segregation-era Southern States. F2P, what is this film, the 
winner of the 2019 Best Picture Oscar?

Green Book

Giving both names, F1P, whose portrayal of Don Shirley in Green Book won him the 2019 
Best Supporting Actor Oscar?

Mahershala Ali 

14. The word “Hogwarts” probably makes its first appearance in a book about this fictional 
skool, created by Geoffrey Willans and first appearing in 1939. Pupils include Grabber (the
Head Boy), Peason (the narrator’s best friend), the “uterly wet” Fotherington-Tomas, and 
the narrator, Nigel Molesworth, himself.  F2P, what is the skool that Molesworth attends?

St Custard’s

F1P, Who is the Headmaster of St Custard’s? Mr Grimes
15. This white crystalline acid, also called dihydroxybutanedioic acid is present in many fruits, 

and is a biproduct of wine fermentation, with its name deriving from that of the crust left 
on wine glasses. One of its salts is familiar in the kitchen as the baking powder ingredient, 
cream of tartar. F2P, what is this acid partly responsible for the acidity in wine?

Tartaric Acid

Named after a French port, F1P, what is the informal name of the tartaric acid salt, 
potassium sodium tartrate?

Rochelle Salt

16. This Christian denomination, officially “The United Society of Believers in Christ’s Second 
Coming” was founded in Manchester in 1747 by Ann Lee, revered as “Mother Ann”. Their 
New England communities embraced pacificism and sexual equality and manufactured 
goods valued for their quality and ingenuity. A belief in celibacy was instrumental in their 
eventual demise.  F2P, what is the popular name for this sect?

Shakers

F1P, which popular hymn by Sydney Carter adapted the tune of the Shaker hymn, Simple 
Gifts?

Lord of the Dance

TB Which single word can mean any of the following: a beverage; plunder; dismiss; 
container?

Sack




