
 DPQL – Brain of Derbyshire 2019 
Qualifying Questions and  
Tie-breaker Question 

 

1.  How is the Pleiades star cluster popularly known? Seven Sisters  

2.  Since 1938, the cover of Wisden’s Cricketing Almanack has been which colour? Yellow 

3.  Which religious order are also known as Blackfriars? Dominicans 

4.  How many pedals are there on a concert harp? 7 

5.  What is the collective name given to the first ten amendments to the US constitution? Bill of Rights 

6.  What links the O2 Arena, the Principality Stadium and the Winking Bridge over the Tyne?  Millennium  

7.  What does the letter Q stand for in the abbreviation QUANGO? Quasi 

8.  The recycled scrap used in the manufacture of what is termed “cullet”? Glass 

9.  In which organ of the body is Brocca’s Area to be found? Brain 

10.  Which British team is the counterpart of Canada’s Snowbirds? Red Arrows  

11.  Who created Grange Hill and Brookside? Phil Redmond 

12.  At what age has James Cracknell just become the oldest ever Boat Race competitor? 46 

13.  In which country is the easternmost extremity of mainland Africa? Somalia 

14.  Which former Roxy Music member has become best known for producing ambient music? Brian Eno 

15.  Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises centres on an annual festival in which Spanish city? Pamplona or Iruña 

16.  What is the frequently used Greek name for the Egyptian pharaoh Ramesses II? Ozymandias  

17.  What does a Turing Test test for? Artificial Intelligence 

18.  Name any of the mediaeval Frankish kingdoms collectively known as Outremer. Jerusalem/Antioch/Cyprus 

19.  In engineering, what is the term for a beam anchored at one end only? Cantilever 

20.  What term covers the group of birds that includes whitethroats, blackcaps and chiffchaffs? Warblers 

21.  Nora Barnacle was the wife and muse of which writer? James Joyce 

22.  If a TV is said to have a 40-inch screen, to which measurement does this refer? Diagonal 

23.  The WINMAU company manufacture equipment for which sport? Darts 

24.  What term, derived from the Old Dutch for “kitten”, describes a cylindrical flower cluster? Catkin 

25.  At 28 metres below sea level in parts, which is the World’s lowest lying capital city? Baku 

26.  What sequence of meteorological conditions could result in a “petrichor”? Prolonged hot dry -> rain 

27.  Who, paradoxically, had the only speaking role in Mel Brooks’ Silent Movie? Marcel Marceau 

28.  In one word, what links the names Arthur, Bjorn and Ursula? Bear 

29.  What is the term for a single chess piece simultaneously threatening two opposing pieces? Fork or Double Attack 

30.  What is the term for a solid figure with 20 faces? Icosahedron 

31.  Which technique prints designs on fabric by masking the parts not to be dyed with wax? Batik 

32.  Which Italian city is the European Capital of Culture for 2019?  Matera 

33.  What is the equivalent in Protestant churches of the Judaic Feast of Tabernacles, Sukkot? Harvest Festival 

34.  What eponymous adjective describes the oscillating motion of smoke particles in air? Brownian 

35.  The term “southpaw” to describe a left hander originates from which sport? Baseball 

36.  In an Edward Lear rhyme, the Pobble lost his toes trying to swim which body of water? Bristol Channel 

37.  In its heyday, which people were the occupants of the “rose red city” of Petra? Nabateans or Edomites 

38.  Which date is also the name of the 2019 Brit Award winner for best British group? (The) 1975 

39.  Protium is the most abundant isotope of which element?  Hydrogen 

40.  What links the bladderwort, butterwort and sundew families of British wild plants? Insectivorous/Carnivorous 

41.  Which African nation is now called Eswatini to avoid confusion with another country? Swaziland 

42.  Traditionally, what colour are the bottles used for Rhine wines? Brown 

43.  Sharing initials with its founder and leader, what is France’s governing party? En Marche 

44.  In which month is ANZAC Day celebrated? April 

45.  Which familiar fruit is the only one of the bromeliad family that can be eaten? Pineapple 

46.  Which is the only non-leap year that a Summer Olympic Games has been held? 1900 

47.  Left footer is a term applied, sometimes pejoratively, to people of which grouping? Roman Catholics 

48.  The terminals of a transistor are called the collector, emitter and … which other? Base 

49.  Which is the USA’s only monosyllabic state? Maine 

50.  Beyond that they all refer to football clubs, what links Glasgow Celtic, East Stirling, Hamilton 
Academicals, Atletico Bilbao and AC Milano? 

Incorrect (though often 
used) names 

   

Tiebreak: 
 

How many years elapsed between Joan of Arc’s birth and canonisation? 511 (1409-1920) 

 
 


