
 

 
 
 
 

Questions for October 23rd 
 

Set by: Gordy 



 

  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



 

Individual Round 1 Up the Rams.  Give the appropriate answer to the clues, all answers begin with the letters 
RAM 
 

1. So poorly maintained or constructed that disintegration is likely. RAMSHACKLE 

2. A foul-tasting fruit sometimes called the hairy lychee. RAMBUTAN 

3. A popular beat combo comprising Johnny, Joey, Dee Dee and Tommy who have probably sold 
more T-shirts than records. 

RAMONES 

4. An adjective meaning boisterous and disorderly. RAMBUNCTIOUS 

5. Captain Povey’s lovely wife in The Navy Lark. RAMONA 

6. A person in charge, especially one who is a disciplinarian or unforgiving. RAMROD 

7. In heraldry, a figure rearing on its hind legs. RAMPANT 

8. The Sweet had a teenage one in 1974. RAMPAGE 

9. An engine that propels an aircraft by igniting fuel mixed with air taken in and compressed by the 
forward motion of the plane. 

RAMJET 

10. Fortifications consisting of an embankment often with a parapet on top. RAMPARTS 



 

Team Round 2.  
1. Singing Dogs  

A. In the old song of Scottish origin, “There was a farmer had a dog”, what was the name of the 
dog? 

BINGO 

B.  “I don’t want a bunny or a kitty, I don’t want a parrot that talk. I don’t want a bowl of little 
fishes, he can’t take a goldfish for a walk.” What question did the singer ask? 

HOW MUCH IS THAT DOGGIE IN 
THE WINDOW? 

C. In the most common version of the song “I know an old lady who swallowed a fly”, as recorded 
by Burl Ives, what did she swallow immediately after the dog? 

She opened her throat and 
swallowed a GOAT 

2. Ancient Kings  
A. Lucius Tarquinius Superbus was the final king of which kingdom? ROME 

B. Succeeded by Rehoboam, who was the penultimate king of the United Monarchy of Israel and 
Judea? 

SOLOMON 

C. Ashurbanipal (668 - 627 B.C.), is considered the last great king of which empire? ASSYRIAN 

3. Game of Thrones  
A In Game of Thrones, what generic surname is given to the illegitimate male offspring of the 

Stark family? 
SNOW 

B. The main Game of Thrones rivalry between the Lannisters and the Starks was closely based on 
which series of real historical events? 

WARS OF THE ROSES (Lannisters = 
Lancaster, Stark = York) 

C. Which ubiquitous, 21st century object was mistakenly left on set in the final episode? COFFEE CUP (Starbucks) 

4.  Some more dam questions  
A. What is the name of the reservoir above the Derbyshire town of Whaley Bridge whose dam was 

in danger of bursting in the summer of 2019? 
TODDBROOK 

B. The Kariba dam spans which river? ZAMBEZI 

C. What was the official name of the World War II mission popularly known as the Dambusters 
Raid? 

OPERATION CHASTISE 



 

 
5.  Quiz and Game show hosts  
A. Who appears on two game shows based around lying - one on BBC1 as a panellist and one on 

Radio 4 as the host? 
DAVID MITCHELL 

B. Known for his appearance as Onion in the cartoon series Apple and Onion, who is the current 
host of The Crystal Maze? 

RICHARD AYOADE 

C. Who has sat in as chairman of Just a Minute in 2018 and 2019 due to the absence of Nicholas 
Parsons? 

GYLES BRANDRETH 

6. Elemental Etymology - identify the elements from their name origins. 
A. A German word for an evil spirit. COBOLT 

B. To bring forth acid. OXYGEN 

C. Dirt, or the stench of he-goats. BROMINE 

7. Unusual physical features  
A. Present in both Meghan Markle and the Statue of Liberty, what is Morton’s Toe? The second toe is longer than the 

big toe. 
B. Elizabeth Taylor exhibited distichiasis, which made her eyes particularly alluring, especially to 

gentlemen who could afford large diamonds. What is distichiasis? 
Having two sets of eyelashes on 
each eyelid. (do not accept “long eyelashes”). 

C. A congenital auricular fistula is a small hole in the ear cartilage and is believed to be a 
throwback to which feature exhibited by our distant evolutionary ancestors? 

GILLS 

8. Finally, a Round on Bricks  
A. Which company, best known for making bricks, is also the world’s largest manufacturer of 

tyres? 
LEGO 

B. What is the name for the indentations found in house bricks? FROG 

C. The most common brickwork method is where the vertical joints are staggered each time by 
half a brick.  What is this called? 

STRETCHER BOND 



 

Individual Round 3 Foreign film titles. Identify the popular Hollywood film from the title, SUPPOSEDLY translated 
back into English, under which it was released in the named country. Year of first release also included. E,g. Urban 
Neurotic - (Germany 1977), ANNIE HALL. Note: some of these may have been invented by internet jokers… 
 

1. Ace big cheap spy. (China 1997) AUSTIN POWERS: International 
Man of Mystery 

2. General seabed mobilization. (China 2003) FINDING NEMO 

3. Come into my cave and wear this rubber codpiece, cute boy. (China 1997) BATMAN AND ROBIN 

4. Big dumb monkey man keeps whacking tree with genitals. (Hong Kong 1997) GEORGE OF THE JUNGLE 

5. The man who killed his mother. (Portugal 1960) PSYCHO 

6. Rita Hayworth - key to escape. (Finland 1994) THE SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION 

7. You shouldn’t kiss leopards. (Germany 1938) BRINGING UP BABY 

8. The people who traverse dimensions whilst wearing sunglasses. (China, 1999) THE MATRIX 

9. Vaseline.  (Argentina 1978) GREASE 

10. I will marry a prostitute to save money. (China 1990) PRETTY WOMAN 



 

Team Round 4 
1. Advertising Mascots  

a) What is the supposed name of the annoying opera singer who appears in Go Compare adverts? GIO COMPARO 

b) Which cool dude cartoon character created in 1985 was used as the mascot of the soft drink 7 
Up? 

FIDO DIDO 

c) What is the name of the green rooster which appears on the boxes of Kellogg’s corn flakes? CORNELIUS or CORNY 

2. When Bad Sports Stars Go Worse  
a) Which cricketer posted a video on YouTube in 2017 showing him mocking Katie Price’s disabled 

son? 
BEN STOKES 

      b)  
    

Which tennis player was booed off court at Wimbledon 2015, being accused of tanking, and admitted 
to more incidents, saying that he “would rather be doing something else than playing tennis”? 

NICK KYRGIOS 

c) Which phrase, relating to fans’ disappointment with fallen idols, originated from when the Chicago 
White Socks allegedly took bribes to let the Cincinnati Reds win the World Series of Baseball? 

SAY IT AIN’T SO JOE (Joe being 
“shoeless” Joe Jackson) 

3. Fictional Bands  
a) What is the name of the band in the Muppets? DR. TEETH AND THE ELECTRIC 

MAYHEM 
b) The Wyld Stallyns were formed by which fictional characters? BILL AND TED 

c)  Which fictional character stepped in as guitarist with the fictional band Marvin Berry and the 
Starlighters, when Marvin Berry was unable to play? 

MARTY McFLY (Back to the 
Future) 

4. These Are Knot Questions  
a) What specific name is given to the “knot” which joins two pieces of rope together? BEND 

b) Which psychiatrist wrote the 1970 books “Knot”, which discussed relationships? R.D. LAING 

c) In the story of the Gordian knot, one end of the knotted rope was tied to a post. What was tied to 
the other end? 

AN OX CART 



 

Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Penguins  

a) In the Batman stories, what is the supposed real name of the Penguin? OSWALD COBBLEPOT 

b) When Penguin books had colour coded covers, which genre was dark blue and white? BIOGRAPHIES 

c) The word “penguin” was originally applied to which similar looking, now extinct bird? GREAT AUK 

6. British Islands  
a) What is the third largest by area of the British Isles; i.e. the largest after the British and Irish 

mainlands? 
LEWIS AND HARRIS 

b) Which of the islands of the British Isles has the third largest population; i.e. the largest after the 
British and Irish mainlands? 

PORTSEA (the island upon which 
Portsmouth stands) 

c) Which is the largest of the Aran Islands? INISHMORE 

7. Former Names of Bodies of Water.  
a) By what name, reflecting a colonial power, were the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico 

collectively known in the 16th and 17th centuries?  
THE SPANISH MAIN 

b) Which body of water was known as Grand Lac des Eclaves by the French? GREAT SLAVE LAKE 

     c) Which body of water was known in antiquity as the Hyrcanian Ocean? THE CASPIAN SEA 

8. Promotion and Demotion  
a) If you were an enlisted man in the RAF as a flight sergeant, what would your new rank be if you 

were promoted one step? 
WARRANT OFFICER 

b) If you were a major general in the British army and were demoted one step, what would your 
new rank be? 

BRIGADIER or BRIGADIER 
GENERAL 

c) If you were a commodore in the Royal Navy and were promoted one step, what would your 
new rank be? 

REAR ADMIRAL 



 

(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Fun for all the family.  Each answer contains a term for a family member  e.g. 
mother, grandson, 5th cousin twice removed. 
 
 

1. What was the name of the American folk artist whose best-known work is “The Old 
Checkered Inn in Summer”? 

GRANDMA MOSES 

2. Although the actual title wasn’t used until later, Sir John Fagg (1627 -1701) was the first 
person to hold what position? 

FATHER OF THE HOUSE 

3. Which epithet was bestowed on Herodotus by Cicero? FATHER OF HISTORY 

4. This is an American women’s society founded in 1890 which focuses on history, preservation, 
education, and patriotism, but no longer racism, so they claim… 

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION 

5. What is the name of the International Laurel and Hardy Appreciation Society? SONS OF THE DESERT 

6. By what name is American mass murderer David Richard Berkowitz usually known? SON OF SAM 

7. What is the title of the first book chronologically in the Narnia series, the prequel to “The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe”? 

THE MAGICIAN’S NEPHEW 

8. What is the title of the 1898 play by Anton Chekov about an elderly professor and his young, 
glamourous wife? 

UNCLE VANYA 

9. How did the Undertones describe Kevin in the title of a 1980 single? MY PERFECT COUSIN 

10. This is a Japanese multinational electronics and electrical firm that makes printers, 
typewriters and sewing machines. 

BROTHER industries. 



 

Team Round 6 
1. Have I got mews for you.  The cats in “Cats”. 

a) Which cat has a name that derives from that of a demon in German folklore? MISTER MISTOFFELEES 

b) Which cat has a name that references a book of the Old Testament? OLD DEUTERONOMY 

c) Which cat was created as a literary allusion to Professor Moriarty from the Sherlock Holmes 
stories? 

MACAVITY 

2. Mistresses  
a) As of September 2019, what is the name of Boris Johnson’s former mistress, now partner? CARRIE SYMONDS 

b) Barbara Villiers, Countess Castlemain, was the longest standing, or longest lying down, 
mistress of which English king? 

CHARLES II 

c) Monobrowed artist Frida Kahlo was the mistress of which political figure during 1937? LEON TROTSKY 

3. Alloy! Alloy!  
a) Not including any electro-plating, what percentage silver is there in the alloy known variously 

as nickel silver, German silver, new silver and argentan? 
ZERO (it’s copper, nickel and zinc) 

b) What general name is given to alloys of mercury? AMALGAM 

c) Often used in fire alarms, by what non-metallic sounding name is given to the alloy consisting 
of 50% bismuth, 26.7% lead, 13.3% tin, and 10% cadmium known?   

WOOD’S METAL (acc. Lipowitz's Alloy, 
Cerrobend, Bendalloy, Pewtalloy and MCP 158) 

4. Angela Lansbury  
a) Angela Lansbury’s debut film was as the maid Nancy Oliver in which 1944 thriller? GASLIGHT 

b) With more murders per head than Midsommer, which American town is home to Lansbury’s 
busybody sleuth Jessica Fletcher in Murder She Wrote? 

CABOT COVE 

c) In which 1979 comic mystery film did Lansbury play Miss Foy? 
 

THE LADY VANISHES 



 

Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Top of the Popes  

a) What was the name of the second Pope, the successor to Saint Peter? LINUS 

b) For what specific reason are Felix II, Boniface VII, John XVI, Benedict X and Alexander V not 
usually included in lists of Popes? 

They are considered to be ANTI-
POPES 

c) The Father General of which Catholic order is sometimes known as the Black Pope due to his 
plain black cassock? 

SOCIETY OF JESUS or JESUITS 

6. Women’s Sport 2019  
a) Who was the captain of the United States Women’s soccer team for the final of the World Cup? MEGAN RAPINOE 

b) Which country won the Netball World Cup, held in Liverpool? NEW ZEALAND 

c) Who won her second successive tennis Grand Slam tournament at the Australian Open, having 
won the US Open in 2018? 

NAOMI OSAKA 

7. On Yer bike  
a) Schraeder and Presto are the two types of what specific item on a bike? VALVES (do not accept “tyres”) 

b) Also known or producing fishing rod reels, which company is the largest manufacturer of bicycle 
gears? 

SHIMANO 

c) What specific type of bicycle is manufactured by the Brompton company? FOLDING  

8. Antiques and Collectables  
a) What name is given to the technique of decorating metal objects with enamel or cut glass? CLOISONNE 

b) Which 19th century designer created the popular Strawberry Thief motif seen on textiles and 
wallpaper? 

WILLIAM MORRIS 

c) Following the fashion for oak, and preceding the fad for mahogany, what was the preferred 
wood for furniture makers during the reigns of William and Mary and Queen Anne? 

WALNUT 



 

Individual Round 7 Have I got NEWS, (North, East, West, South) for you. Give the answer to the clues; each 
answer contains at least one of the four cardinal compass points.  
 

1. The headline act on the Glastonbury Pyramid stage on June 27th, 2015. KANYE WEST 

2. A phrase coined by Tam Dalyell that highlights the problem of Scottish, Irish and Welsh MPs 
being able to vote on matters solely regarding English matters whilst the reverse is not the case. 

THE WEST LOTHIAN QUESTION 

3. The romantic nickname of Dumfries, coined by local poet David Dunbar in 1857. QUEEN OF THE SOUTH 

4. An 1889 poem by Rudyard Kipling which considers the differences and similarities between the 
Orient and the Occident.   

THE BALLAD OF EAST AND WEST 

5. The American State whose capital is Pierre. SOUTH DAKOTA 

6. An 1854 novel by Elizabeth Gaskell in which Margaret Hale, recently moved from London, 
observes the effects of the industrial revolution on the inhabitants of Manchester.  

NORTH AND SOUTH 

7. An American singer-songwriter best known for his 1970 song “Games People Play”. JOE SOUTH 

8. A settlement on the A47 Hinckley Road that has given its name to motorway services between 
junctions 21 and 21a on the M1. 

LEICESTER FOREST EAST 

9. A retired United States Marine Corps colonel who, on the advice of DPQL lawyers, I have to say 
unambiguously, was cleared of any charges relating to the 1980s Iran-Contra affair.  

OLIVER NORTH 

10. According to Genesis 4:16, the location of the Land of Nod, to which Cain was exiled after killing 
Abel. 

EAST OF EDEN 

 



 

Team Round 8 
1. People in Rhyming Slang  

A. Born in Belfast in 1935, which singer had 5 UK top 20 singles in a single week 1955? RUBY MURRAY 

B. Which DJ founded the FFRR record label and has presented programmes such as “The Essential 
Selection” and “The Essential Mix” on Radio 1? 

PETE TONG 

C. The life of this American jockey was the inspiration for the 1904 song “Yankee Doodle Boy”, 
usually known as “Yankee Doodle Dandy”. Which piece of rhyming slang was based on him? 

ON YOUR TOD (He was Jamaes 
Sloan,known a Tod Sloan.) 

2. Classical-ish music  
A. Which Bugs Bunny cartoon cut Wagner’s Ring Cycle down from 18 hours to 7 minutes by 

missing out all the boring bits? 
WHAT’S OPERA, DOC? 

B. What is the name of the Italian pianist and composer, born 1955, best known for the works “I 
Giorno”, “Nightbook”, and “In a Timelapse”? 

LUDVICO EINAUDI 

C.  Alessandro Moreschi is the only known singer of which kind of voice to have been recorded? CASTRATI 

3.  Everything Sounds Better in Latin-ish  
A. What is the usual English translation of the satirical phrase “Quidquid Latina dictum sit altum 

videtur”? 
EVERYTHING SOUNDS BETTER IN 
LATIN 

B. What is the supposed translation of the phrase “Die dulce fruimini” which you may have heard 
in an ancient Roman branch of McDonalds? 

HAVE A NICE DAY 

C. Translate the phrase “pig Latin” into pig Latin. IGPAY ATINLAY 

4.  Ghosts  
A. Who was the subject of the macabre comic song with the lyrics “wiv ‘er ‘ead tucked underneath 

‘er arm, she walks the bloody tower”? 
ANNE BOLEYN 

B. Which Victorian House in Essex was described as the most haunted house in England by psychic 
researcher Harry Price? 

BORLEY RECTORY 

C. Which phrase, coined by Gilbert Ryle to illustrate Cartesian mind-body duality, was used as the 
title of a 1981 album by top pop combo The Police? 

GHOST IN THE MACHINE 



 

 
5. Old and poetic names for birds. Identify the feathered friends from their old names. 

a) Sparrow Camel OSTRICH 

B) Ferny Hoolet. TAWNY OWL 

C) Wind Fanner. KESTREL 

6. Ye olde worlde sleuths forsooth.  
a. In the stories by Ellis Peters, Brother Cadfael lives at the abbey in which English town? SHREWSBURY 

B. In which 1986 novel does the medieval Franciscan Friar William of Baskervill solve a number of 
medieval murders? 

THE NAME OF THE ROSE 

C. Who is the author of the series of novels, set in the reign of Henry VIII, featuring the sleuthing 
lawyer Matthew Shardlake? 

C.J. SANSOM 

7. Tailoring terms  
A. Which fishy epithet was applied to seamstresses because they always went around in pairs in 

order to avoid unwanted attention? 
KIPPERS 

B. What name is given to a piece of material sewn into a garment to strengthen or enlarge it? GUSSET 

C. What name is given to a pleated, skirt-like garment as worn in the Balkans? FUSTANELLA 

8. Drink and food  
A. Which food stuff has a name which is 12 letters long with every other letter an A? TARAMASALATA (do not accept 

bananabanana) 
b. Where, specifically are the grapes used to make the wine Lachryma Christi grown? On the Slopes of Mount VESUVIUS 

C. Buddha’s hand, so called because it resembles the hands on statues of Buddha, is what kind of 
foodstuff? 

Citrus FRUIT 



 

Beer Round 
Define these terms from the 1788 “Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue”.  

1. M, N AND O  
a) Mousetrap or, the parson’s mousetrap. Matrimony 

b) Nicknackatory. A Toy Shop or similar 

c) Odd-come-shortly Some time in the Future, manana, 
whenever, etc. 

2. P, Q and R  
a) Pedlar’s pony A walking stick 

b) Queen Street or to live in Queen Street. A man governed by his wife, 
henpecked. 

c) Roost lay. To Steal Poultry. 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Who plays Rita Fairclough in Coronation Street? BARBARA KNOX 

2. Matthew Bolton and James Watt have both featured on which denomination of Bank of 
England bank note? 

£50 

3. Cricketer Adam Hollioke became a professional in which other sport for a short time in 2011? BOXING 

 


