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When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  
Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



Individual Round 1 ‘Etta’ is in every answer 
 
 

1. What is the capital of Malta? Valetta 

2. Which five letter word is another name for the Siamese Fighting Fish? Betta 

3. Which archaeological discovery allowed the translation of Egyptian hieroglyphics? Rosetta Stone 

4. Long-running family feuds in Sicily have given us which word for an act of revenge? Vendetta 

5. In 1979 Volkswagen introduced which model of car for those who found the Golf too small? Jetta 

6. The black cap worn by Roman Catholic clergymen is called what? Biretta 

7. In 1991 modern technology allowed Natalie Cole to duet with her late father singing which 
song he first recorded in 1951? 

Unforgettable 

8. Offenbach’s Orpheus in the Underworld and Franz Lehar’s The Merry Widow are examples of 
which musical style? 

Operetta 

9. Which Italian starter involves toasted bread garnished with garlic and tomato? Bruschetta 

10. The Irish tenor Josef Locke became famous when he asked who to ‘Hear My Song’? Violetta 

 



Team Round 2 
1. Unusual Football Anthems  

a) Neil Diamond’s Sweet Caroline has become an unofficial anthem to the supporters of which 
home nation? 

Northern Ireland 

b) Ken Russell’s film Women In Love is set in the East Midlands, but what is its theme song, which 
is particularly associated with a London club? 

I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles 

c) Mull Of Kintyre has become an unofficial anthem to the supporters of which East Midlands 
football club? 

Nottingham Forest 

2. Science Mix  
a) A substance which is altered or destroyed by the chemical reaction it causes is called what? Reactant (acc. Reagent) 

b) Which medical profession uses Snellen Charts and Logmar Charts? Opticians 

c) In round figures, what is normal body temperature measured on the Celsius scale? 37 

3. Pastimes  
a) Numismatists may collect coins and money, or which other objects? Medals 

b) What is the alliterative three-word name for the pastime Elton John called ‘skimming stones’? Ducks and Drakes 

c) In the USA this outdoor activity is called ‘rappelling’. What do their British equivalents call it? Abseiling 

4. Comparisons  
a) Which character in The Rivals said “Comparisons are odorous”? Mrs Malaprop 

b) How would you expect Erwin Shrödinger and Ivan Pavlov to fight? Like Cat and Dog 

c) According to The Beatles how old was she when she looked way beyond compare? Just 17 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Essex Coastal Towns All names end “on” 

a) The L.N.E.R. advertised ‘Harwich for the Continent’. Which near-by town was alleged to be for 
the incontinent? 

Frinton 

b) The Naze is a promontory of land extending into the North Sea near which town? Walton 

c) In 1983 Butlin’s closed their holiday camp in which town? Clacton 

6. Fictional Names in Common  

a) Both Biggles and Just William had a close friend called what? Ginger 

b) Both Top Cat’s alley and Tracy Island had resident characters with what almost identical 
nickname? 

Brain(s) 

c) What name was shared, or part-shared, by a member of the Walmington-on-Sea Home Guard 
and a resident of Bikini Bottom? 

Sponge 

7. Aix and Pains  

a) According to Robert Browning how many brought the good news from Ghent to Aix? Three 

b) Which jet-set French farce is based on a confusion between Aix-la-Chapelle and Aix-en-
Provence? 

Boeing-Boeing 

c) What is the German name of Aix-la-Chapelle? Aachen 

8. November 20th Through The Ages  

a) In 1947 Princess Elizabeth married Philip Mountbatten in which London church? Westminster Abbey 

b) The Cuban Missile Crisis ended on this day in which year? 1962 

c) What was the title of Beethoven’s only opera, first performed on this day in 1805? Fidelio 



Individual Round 3 Sounds like a letter, and sometimes a bit more 
 
 

1. Which river flows through Britain for 134 miles from Plynlimon to Chepstow? Wye 

2. Tourism is Kenya’s largest source of foreign income. Which crop is its second largest? Tea 

3. Berne, the capital of Switzerland, stands on which river? Aare 

4. In the Antarctic which word can follow Amundsen, Bellingshausen, King Haakon VII, and Riiser-
Larsen? 

Sea 

5. Gregor Mendel discovered the laws of genetic inheritance through experiments with which 
plants? 

Pea 

6. What is the pronoun of the second person singular or plural, used of the person or persons 
being addressed, in the nominative or objective case? 

You 

7. Which bird native to North America has the binomial Cyanocitta cristata? Blue Jay 

8. Named after a river, which Rolls-Royce engine was abandoned to work on the Merlin instead. 
A later, larger version called The Pennine was also abandoned. 

Exe 

9. Which commonly farmed insect has the binomial Apis mellifera? Honeybee 

10. In the film A Shot In The Dark, Inspector Clouseau is unable to play a successful snooker shot 
when he stupidly choses to use the rest instead of what? 

Cue 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Days  

a) Now fixed on November 28th, by tradition what was the last of the four Quarter Days in 
Scotland? 

Martinmas 

b) How is the Feast of Pentecost better known in Anglican countries? Whitsun(day) 

c) The name of which English bank holiday does not appear in any legislation? Boxing Day 

2. Hello  
a) Simon and Garfunkel said ‘Hello’ to which old friend? Darkness 

b) Which fictional schoolboy’s classmate used to say ‘Hello clouds, hello sky’? Molesworth 

c) Which playwright put the words ‘Hello wall’ in Shirley Valentine’s mouth?  Willie Russell 

3. Who Were The First Husbands Of...  

a) Mary, Queen of Scots Francis (II of France) 

b) Elizabeth Taylor Conrad Hilton 

c) Billie Piper Chris Evans 

4. On the Join  
a) St Louis lies just below the confluence of the Missouri and which other river? Mississippi  

b) The Rhine and the Mosel merge at which city, whose name comes from the Latin for 
“confluence”? 

Koblenz 

c) Which town lies at the confluence of the Rivers Severn and Avon? Tewkesbury 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Football in World War Two  

a) Who were top of Division One, having won the first three matches of the 1939-40 season, when 
war broke out? 

Blackpool 

b)  To boost local morale which footballing miner had his five and a half day working week 
shortened to five days to improve his game for Newcastle United? 

Jackie Milburn 

c) Which post-war Derby County player was booed on the pitch in 1940 when it was known he 
was avoiding military service? 

Raich Carter 

6. Car Models  
a) The Chevrolet Impala, the Singer Gazelle and Nissan Gazelle have names referring to which 

group of animals? 
Antelopes 

b) Alfa Romeo, McLaren, Ferrari, Fiat and Porsche have all  – allowing for spelling differences – 
produced models with which name? 

Spider 

c) The Subaru Bighorn and the Dodge Ram have model names referring to which type of animals? Sheep 

7. Musical Couples  
a) Which couple were Living on a Prayer according to Bon Jovi? Tommy 

Gina 
b) Who were the Mr and Mrs Jones mentioned in The Beatles’ Ob-la-di Ob-la-da? Desmond 

Molly 
c) Which couple are named in The Kinks’ Waterloo Sunset? Terry 

Julie 
8. The Castles of Derbyshire  

a) Mill owner John Smedley built which stately home near Matlock for his family? Riber Castle 

b) The Golden Gates of which property near Borrowash feature in the film Women In Love? Elvaston Castle 

c) During World War Two many children conceived in the East End of London were born in which 
stately home beside the Derwent in Cromford? 

Willersley Castle  



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Break of Day – spelled by the initials of the answers. 
 
 

1. Which vegetable has varieties called Calabrese, Sprouting, and Purple Cauliflower? Broccoli 

2. Who was the most recent US President to have an alliterative name? Ronald Reagan 

3. Which town, now better known for its airport, was the capital of Uganda until 1962? Entebbe 

4. Catalan is the official language of only one European state. Which one? Andorra 

5. Which Indonesian island is home to dragons? Komodo 

6. Which branch of medicine is concerned with the study and treatment of cancer? Oncology 

7. In which town in Missouri did Winston Churchill first speak about an Iron Curtain across 
Europe? 

Fulton 

8. In the Middle Ages the head of state in Venice was called what? Doge 

9. Which Madagascan lemur sounds doubly positive? Aye-Aye 

10. The Menin Gate is in which Belgian city? Ypres 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Places: Think ‘Chip’  

a) In 1742 a corrupt election in which Wiltshire town ended Robert Walpole’s 20-year career as 
Prime Minister? 

Chippenham 

b) Edward Jenner served his surgical apprenticeship in which Gloucestershire town, where he first 
observed cowpox immunity? 

Chipping Sodbury 

c) Which twenty-first century social ‘set’ includes David Cameron and Jeremy Clarkson? Chipping Norton 

2. Places: Think ‘West’  
a) Which Statute of 1931 defines the relationship of the Commonwealth with the British Crown? Westminster 

b) In which town does Sand Point mark the end of the Severn Estuary and the start of the Bristol 
Channel? 

Weston-Super-Mare 

c) Name the real suburb of Margate that is parodied in the name of Walmington-on-Sea’s rival 
Home Guard platoon. 

Westgate 

3. Places: Think ‘Mouth’  
a) James Scott, who was executed for treason in 1685, was the only person to hold which 

Dukedom? 
Monmouth 

b) The Britannia Royal Naval College stands above which Devon town? Dartmouth 

c) After defeat in the Battle of Worcester, Charles II left Britain for France from which Dorset 
village? 

Charmouth 

4. Places: Think ‘East’  
a) Which Glasgow housing estate became a by-word for youth gangs, in which Frankie Vaughan 

tried to intervene in the 1960s? 
Easterhouse 

b) The fictional Home Guard officer Captain George Mainwaring was raised in which real south 
coast town? 

Eastbourne 

c) Chris Huhne resigned as MP for which Hampshire town in 2013 after his criminal conviction? Eastleigh 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Places: Think ‘North’  

a) Which Cheshire town lies at the confluence of the rivers Weaver and Dane and is at threat from 
subsidence due to its salt mines? 

Northwich 

b) What was the county town of the North Riding, and is the county town of the present North 
Yorkshire? 

Northallerton 

c) Which Kent town lost much of its employment when its local cement works closed and now 
relies on the production of Andrex toilet paper? 

Northfleet 

6. Places: Think ‘Borough’  
a) Which North Yorkshire town was nicknamed ‘Ironopolis’? Middlesbrough 

b) Which village in Kent was the landing place when the Emperor Claudius invaded in 43CE? Richborough 

c) The name of which Buckinghamshire town commemorates the Black Prince, who had his stud 
farm there? 

Princes Risborough 

7. Places: Think ‘Bury’  
a) The philosopher Thomas Hobbes is buried in Ault Hucknall, Derbyshire. In which Wiltshire 

abbey town was he born? 
Malmesbury 

b) RAF Greenham Common lies on the edge of which Berkshire town? Newbury 

c) The Duchy of Cornwall began building which new town in Dorset in 1993? Poundbury 

8. Places: Think ‘South’  
a) The Archbishops of York once lived in which Nottinghamshire minster town? Southwell 

b) Southend-on-Sea has Britain’s longest pier. Which north-western town has the second longest? Southport 

c) Arthur Conan Doyle began his writing career and Peter Sellers began his stage career in which 
suburb of Portsmouth? 

Southsea 



Individual Round 7 Some fell on stony ground. 
 
 

1. In which city would you see buses going to Chalk Farm? London 

2. Orson Welles and Michael Rennie played which fictional character on screen? Harry Lime 

3. Which word connects the Dark Peak of Derbyshire with films starring John Wayne and Jeff 
Bridges? 

Grit 

4. In which city would you see buses going to Alum Rock? Birmingham 

5. Bristol, Chester and Nottingham all stand on which type of rock? Sandstone 

6. Where would you find the multi-coloured cliffs of Alum Bay? Isle of Wight 

7.  Which circuit first hosted the British Grand Prix in 1948? Silverstone 

8. The first civil rights march in Northern Ireland set off on 24 August 1968 from which town, 
heading for Dungannon? 

Coalisland 

9. In 1996 Microsoft created which online magazine? It has never paid as much attention to 
Welsh news as might be expected. 

Slate 

10. Which type of volcanic rock extends under the Irish Sea from the Giant’s Causeway to Fingal’s 
Cave? 

Basalt 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Lactation  

a) The phrase ‘milk of human kindness’ first appeared in which of Shakespeare’s plays? Macbeth 

b) Which English protest singer has called himself ‘the milkman of human kindness’? Billy Bragg 

c) In 1958 the Milk Marketing Board began to use which four-word slogan in their advertising? Drinka Pinta Milka Day 

2. Banksy  
a) What was the name of the mock theme park opened by Banksy in Weston-Super-Mare in 2015? Dismaland 

b) In which city did his career begin as a graffiti artist? Bristol 

c) Which three-word economic term did he use as the name of the pop-up shop he opened in 
2019? 

Gross Domestic Product 

3. Sport  
a) The BBC World Service’s weekly cricket review ‘Stumped’ is broadcast in association with A.B.C. 

in Australia, and which other broadcaster? 
All India Radio 

b) George Weah, the Prime Minister of Liberia, played for which club when it won the FA Cup in 
2000? 

Chelsea 

c) Peter Sarstedt’s song Where Do You Go To My Lovely mentions which town that has twice 
hosted the Winter Olympics? 

St Moritz 

4. The Natural World  
a) Tufted, Horned and Atlantic are the three varieties of which sea bird, that have an island in the 

Bristol Channel named after them (if you understand Norwegian)? 
Puffin 

b) The ancient Egyptians revered which species of dung beetle? Scarab 

c) The only penguins to live north of the equator inhabit which Pacific Island group better known 
for its finches? 

Galapagos 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Entertainment Autobiographies  

a) Which controversial singer’s autobiography was published as a Penguin Classic in 2013? Morrissey 

b) My Wicked Wicked Ways, one of the first kiss and tell memoirs, was the autobiography of 
which film star? 

 Errol Flynn 

c) Which pop star called his autobiography Tainted Life? Marc Almond 

6. Separated by a single language  
a) Called a ticket tout in the UK, what are they called in the USA? (Ticket) Scalper 

b) Called a ladybug in the US and a Marienkäfer in Germany, what is this insect called in Britain? Ladybird 

c) Which power of local authorities is called Eminent Domain in the USA? Compulsory Purchase 

7. Storm Damage Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The pirate haunt of Port Royal was the unofficial capital of which Caribbean island until it was 

destroyed in an earthquake and tsunami in 1692? 
Jamaica 

b) In which Italian city was the Basilica of St Francis destroyed by a series of earthquakes in 
September 1997? 

Assisi 

c) The 2011 Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami closed which Japanese nuclear power station? Fukushima  

8. Yorkshire Women  

a) Aviatrix Amy Johnson and astronaut Helen Sharman were both graduates of which Yorkshire 
university? 

Sheffield 

b) Which sculptor, born in Wakefield in 1903, now has an art gallery named after her in that 
town? 

Barbara Hepworth 

c) Helen Sharman was in the same school year with Joanne Catherall and Suzanne Sulley from 
which pop group? 

Human League 



Beer Round 
Click here to enter rubric. 

1. Three Questions Egypt, a place name, and a grave-site 
a) In Egyptian mythology Bast was a god with the head of which animal? Cat 

b) There are three countries called ‘Guinea’ in Africa. Guinea-Bissau and Guinea are two, what is 
the third? 

Equatorial Guinea 

c) In January 1939 Irish author W B Yeats died and was buried in which country? France 

2. Three Questions Egypt, a place name, and a grave-site 

a) In Egyptian mythology which god had the head of a falcon? Horus 

b) What is the capital of Papua New Guinea? Port Moresby 

c) In January 1941 Irish author James Joyce died and was buried in which country? Switzerland 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. What aspect of their personal lives link British actress Greer Garson and French first lady 
Brigitte Macron? 

Married much younger men 
(Cradle Snatching) 

2. Which 1937 film supposedly set in Northern Ireland was plagiarised from Arnold Ridley’s stage 
play The Ghost Train? 

Oh Mr Porter 

3. Which metal is extracted from galena ore? Lead 



 


