
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 11th December 2019 
 

Set by: Dave Ess 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. What sport is played on a field called a diamond? 
 

Baseball (or Rounders) 

2. In Arthurian legend, what was guarded by the Fisher King?  The Holy Grail 

3. The Lonely Goatherd is a song from which musical? The Sound of Music 

4. On ITV’s The Chase, which chaser is known as The Legal Eagle? Sean Wallace 

5. In the human body, what is the anatomical name for the only moveable facial bone? Mandible 

6. In a TV comedy who was having a fling with Lilo Lil? Freddie Boswell  

7. What city replaced Lagos as the capital of Nigeria? Abuja 

8. The logo of B & Q consists of white letters on what colour background? Orange 

9. A glow-worm is the name primarily given to bioluminescent larvae of what order of insects? Beetles (Coleoptera) 

10. Whose summer residence is the Palace of Castel Gandolfo? The Pope 

 



Team Round 2 
1. London Streets Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What is the name of the street so-called because King James I once kept an aviary there? 
 

Birdcage Walk 

b) On which London street would you find The Gherkin, aka The Swiss Re building? 
 

St Mary Axe 

c) From 1964 to 1988, number 90 on what street was the site of the Marquee Club? 
 

Wardour Street 

2. Flags Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Besides Vatican City, which other country has a square flag? Switzerland 

b) Monaco has the same flag, albeit with slightly different dimensions, as which country? Indonesia 

c) Which country’s flag consists of two overlapping right triangles? Nepal 

3. Film trilogies Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The 2003 “Rise of the Machines” was the third instalment of which film trilogy? Terminator 

b) What is the surname of the siblings who directed The Matrix trilogy of films? Wachowski 

c) Noomi Rapace (pro Nomee Rapass) achieved international fame with her portrayal of the titular 
character of which trilogy? 

The Millennium Trilogy 

4. Blockbusters Click here to enter rubric. 
a) R G.  The student mass paramilitary movement mobilized by Mao Zedong in 1966 and 1967 to 

eliminate revisionism during the Cultural Revolution.  
Red Guards 

b) R.L. An alternative name for the 'Spanish Opening’ in chess. Ruy Lopez 

c) T B. The local name for the area of Cardiff where Shirley Bassey was born in 1937. Tiger Bay 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Based on the life of Click here to enter rubric. 

a) W. Somerset Maugham’s novel The Moon and Sixpence is in part based on the life of which French 
painter? 

Paul Gauguin 

b) Reds, the Oscar-winning 1981 film, is based on the life of which journalist, famous for chronicling 
the Russian Revolution in his book Ten Days That Shook the World? 

John Reed 

c) The 2010 film Sex and Drugs and Rock n Roll is based on the life of which English new wave 
musician? 

Ian Dury 

6. Lead singers Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Brian Hibbard was the lead singer of which a cappella vocal group who had a 1983 Christmas No.1 

single?  
The Flying Pickets 

b) Actress Carey Mulligan is married to the lead singer of which band? 
 

Mumford & Sons 

c) Who was the leader singer of The Verve from their formation in 1990 until their original split in 
1999? 

Richard Ashcroft 

7. England women's national football team Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Who is their all-time, record goal scorer? 

 
Kelly Smith 

b) What was the score in their recent international against Germany? England 1 Germany 2 

c) Which former Arsenal and England right back was selected as a contestant on the seventeenth 
series of Strictly Come Dancing? 

Alex Scott 

8. Collectors What would the following people collect? 
a) A deltiologist?  

 
Picture postcards 

b) A tegestologist? Beer mats or coasters 

c) A notaphilist? Banknotes (accept “money”, 
but not “coins”.) 



Individual Round 3 Disambiguation. What can be both............ 
 
 

1. an adjective which means resembling a wolf and a genus of flowering plants in the legume 
family? 

Lupine 

2. a Lockheed reconnaissance aircraft nicknamed "Dragon Lady" and a Dublin rock band formed 
in 1976? 

U2 

3. an official stamp on gold and a greeting card company? Hallmark 

4. an alternative name for the board game Reversi and the name of a Shakespeare play? Othello 

5. a UK bingo operator and a variety of apple? Gala 

6. a London theatre and a silvery white metal with the atomic number 46? Palladium 

7. lines of longitude and the ‘believed' channels in acupuncture that take life-energy around the 
body? 

Meridians 

8. an 1890 opera by Tchaikovsky and a playing card? The Queen of Spades 

9. a computer language and an Indonesian island? Java 

10. a public school in Wiltshire and a victorious duke at the Battle of Blenheim? Marlborough 

 



Team Round 4       A round of disambiguation. What can be both.......... 
1. Set 1 What can be both............ 

a) in Homer's 'Odyssey', the Greek island, home to Odysseus and the city in which you would find 
Cornell University, a member of the Ivy League?     

Ithaca 

b) a projecting bay window corbeled or cantilevered out from a wall and an Oxford University 
college? 

Oriel 

c) a patriotic song composed by Noël Coward during the Blitz and the flagship beer of Fuller's 
Brewery?  

London Pride 

2. Set 2 What can be both............ 
a) the name of the chemical element with the atomic number 26 and what the safety curtain is 

sometimes referred to in British theatres?  
Iron 

b) A London borough whose principal town is Romford and a word which means to be indecisive? 
 

Havering 

c) a brand of bottled milkshake and a 1980s synthpop duo whose hits include: "Don't Go" and 
"Nobody's Diary"?  

Yazoo 

3. Set 3 What can be both............ 
a) a 1961 American romantic comedy film loosely based on Truman Capote's novella of the same 

name and a 1996 UK No. 1 single recorded by Deep Blue Something? 
Breakfast at Tiffany's 

b) a Graham Greene novel set in Haiti under the rule of François "Papa Doc" Duvalier and a 1970s 
TV show that featured Shep's Banjo Boys? 

The Comedians 

c) a passenger lift which consists of a chain of open compartments and a square next to St Paul's 
Cathedral in the City of London?  

Paternoster 

4. Set 4 What can be both............ 
a) a gesture used by Nicolas Anelka in late 2013 that caused outrage in France and a mixture of 

creamed fish or meat formed into an egg-like shape? 
Quenelle 

b) a model of Rolls Royce and a region of France between the two arms of the Rhône delta? 
 

Camargue 

c) a 1958 play by Shelagh Delaney, one of the early "kitchen sink" dramas and an American band 
probably best-known for their 1978 hit single "Boogie Oogie Oogie"? 

A Taste of Honey 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Set 5 What can be both............ 

a) an American TV legal drama starring Andy Griffith in the title role and a Derbyshire town? 
 

Matlock 

b) a curve in the upper surface of a liquid and a crescent-shaped cartilaginous structure present in 
the knee and wrist?  

Meniscus 

c) a card game and a German band who had a UK No. 1 hit called Rhythm is a Dancer? 
 

Snap 

6. Set 6 What can be both............ 
a) an unfounded rumour or story and a small wing in front of an aircraft's main wing? Canard 

b) a 1979 Squeeze single which reached number 2 in the UK charts and a 1968 British film starring 
Dennis Waterman and Suzy Kendall?  

Up the Junction 

c) a cocktail consisting of gin and lime juice and a hand tool for drilling small holes, mainly in 
wood?  

Gimlet 

7. Set 7 What can be both............ 
a) a craving for the consumption of non-food items such as soil, soap or paper and a unit of type 

size equal to 12 points, about 1/6 inch? 
Pica 

b) a model of Rolls Royce and a stretch of coastline in France between Nice and Monte Carlo? 
 

Corniche 

c) a 1996 song by Garbage and a 2008 film starring Sean Penn for which he won the Best Actor 
Oscar Award?  

Milk 

8. Set 8 What can be both............ 
a) a bird of colourful appearance resembling the crow in size and build, and an implement used in 

hairdressing? 
Roller 

b) a board game invented in France, played with black and white marbles and a type of marine 
snail?   

Abalone 

c) a cluster of stars also known as the Pleiades and a series of chalk cliffs between Seaford and 
Eastbourne?  

Seven Sisters 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Channel 4 is set to resurrect The Great Pottery Throw Down. Who have they announced as the 
new host? 

Melanie Sykes 

2. “How Are Things in Glocca Morra” is a song from what musical? Finian’s Rainbow 

3. What hotel chain uses a sleeping crescent moon in its logo? Premier Inn 

4. Which TV cop’s sidekick was Bobby Crocker? Kojak 

5. Which London emporium opened in Piccadilly in 1707? Fortnum and Mason 

6. Which film star was the subject of a number 4 single for Gorillaz in 2001? Clint Eastwood 

7. Infiniti is the luxury vehicle division of which car manufacturer? Nissan 

8. What colour are the seeds of a kiwi fruit? Black 

9. What process of purifying a liquid involves evaporating it then condensing it? Distillation 

10. In which town is the National Library of Wales?  Aberystwyth 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Wine regions  In which country would you find the following? 

a) Mendoza Argentina 

b) Hunter Valley Australia 

c) Willamette Valley USA 

2. Sporting blockbusters Click here to enter rubric. 
a) F S.  The England goalkeeper who died in the 1958 Munich air disaster. 

 
Frank Swift 

b) D B.  A former three-time World outdoors singles bowls champion; also a three-time World 
indoors singles bowls champion. 

David Bryant 

c) B.  The national sport of Afghanistan in which horse-mounted players attempt to place a goat or 
calf carcass in a goal. 

Buzkashi 

3. Greek mythology Click here to enter rubric. 
a) On what island did Theseus slay the Minotaur? Crete 

b) Who was the wicked king of Sipylus who was made to stand in a pool of water that receded any 
time he attempted to drink from it? 

Tantalus 

c) By what method did Hercules clean the Augean stables? He flooded them 

4. Japan Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In 1995, a magnitude 6.9 earthquake severely damaged which city? 

 
Kobe 

b) Honshu, Hokkaido and Shikoku; Which of the main four islands is missing?  
 

Kyushu 

c) Administratively, at the first level, Japan is split into 47 what? 
 

Prefectures 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Iconic album sleeves Click here to enter rubric. 

a) A 1991 album sleeve of which group shows a naked baby boy underwater, with a U.S. dollar 
bill on a fishhook just out of his reach? 

Nirvana (Nevermind) 

b) The sleeve of the 1967 album “The Velvet Underground & Nico”  features an Andy Warhol 
print of what fruit? 

Banana 

c) What 1973 album has a sleeve consisting of a black background on which a prism is refracting 
light into six of the seven the colours of the spectrum? 

Dark Side of the Moon 

6. Handbags Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The Scottie dog logo hangs from the straps of which brand of handbags? Radley 

b) Which French woman created the 2.55 luxury leather handbag? Coco Chanel 

c) The Eliza and Effie handbags are made by which British company? Mulberry 

7. TV commercials – insurance companies  Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Winston Wolf played by Harvey Keitel advertises insurance for what company? 

 
Direct Line 

b) Which insurance company used the slogan, "We won't make a drama out of a crisis"?  Commercial Union 

c) Which company should you insure with “Because change happenz”? Zurich 

8. French nude art Click here to enter rubric. 
a) A 1912 work by Marcel Duchamp provoked significant controversy. According to the title, what 

was the nude in the painting doing?  
Descending a Staircase 

b) Who sculpted “The Age of Bronze”, a life-size bronze statue of a nude male, first exhibited in 
1877? 

Auguste Rodin 

c) The Venus of Urbino by Titian was one of the inspirations for which 1863 Édouard Manet 
painting?  

Olympia 



Individual Round 7 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Which port in North Africa derives its name from the Spanish for 'white house'? 
 

Casablanca 

2. What is paraquat? 
 

Herbicide / Weedkiller 

3. According to Jews, Christians and Muslims who was Abraham's first son? Ishmael 

4. Who composed The Harmonious Blacksmith? Handel 

5. A bean curd is also known by what other name? Tofu 

6. According to the World Waterfall Database, 10 of the 30 tallest waterfalls in the world are in 
which country? 

Norway 

7. In EastEnders, the Queen Victoria pub lies on the corner of Albert Square and which other 
street? 

Bridge Street 

8. Who played Gollum in The Lord of the Rings trilogy? Andy Serkis 

9. Which Gloucestershire market town would you find at the confluence of the Avon and Severn 
rivers? 

Tewkesbury 

10. in 1973, whose debut cookbook was “An Invitation to Indian Cooking”? 
 

Madhur Jaffrey 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Watching the detectives Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Who played the sleuthing wife in the 'Thin Man' films? Myrna Loy 

b) Which detective, a Hanna-Barbera creation, works for the Finkerton Detective Agency? Inch High, Private Eye 

c) In which 1974 film is an American business tycoon called Samuel Ratchett the murder victim? Murder on the Orient Express 

2. Sporting mix Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In a game of squash, the fastest balls have what coloured dot? Blue 

b) In which athletics event would you employ the O’Brien Shift? Shot Put 

c) Discounting Sarajevo, which was part of Yugoslavia at the time and thus not a national 
capital, what is currently the only capital city to have hosted the Winter Olympic games? 

Oslo 

3. Philosophical tomes Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Famous worldwide for a 1776 work, which key figure of the Scottish Enlightenment wrote the 

1759 book The Theory of Moral Sentiments? 
Adam Smith 

b) The Logic of Scientific Discovery is a 1959 book about the philosophy of science by which 
Austrian-British philosopher and professor? 

Karl Popper 

c) Which Roman emperor wrote twelve books of Meditations in which he records his private 
notes and ideas on Stoic philosophy? 

Marcus Aurelius 

4. Blockbusters Click here to enter rubric. 
a) S R.  A commonly used name for events between 1987 and 1991 that led to the restoration of 

the independence of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 
Singing Revolution 

b) G M.  How U.S. folk artist Anna Robertson, born 1860, was better known. Grandma Moses 

c) A S.  A British engineering group whose luxury car models featured a sphinx on the bonnet. 
 

Armstrong Siddeley 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. U.S. music venues Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which venue in Nashville, Tennessee began life on November 28, 1925, as a one-hour radio 
"barn dance" on WSM? 

The Grand Old Opry 

b) What was the name of the legendary New York punk and new wave venue of the 1970's that 
gave rise to bands such as Ramones, Patti Smith Group, Blondie, and Talking Heads?  

CBGB (Country, BlueGrass, and 
Blues) 

c) Duke Ellington and Count Basie were both resident house bands of which famous Harlem 
nightclub of the 1930s? 

The Cotton Club 

6. Theatres Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which theatre in Lambeth, London was established in 1818 as the Royal Coburg Theatre? The Old Vic 

b) In which English county would you find the open–aired Minack Theatre? It is constructed out 
of a rocky granite outcrop which juts into the sea. 

Cornwall 

c) Which US actor and director is credited as the person most responsible for the modern 
recreation of Shakespeare's Globe Theatre in London? 

Sam Wanamaker 

7. Photographers Click here to enter rubric. 
a) A long-time roommate and partner of Patti Smith, which photographer’s most controversial 

work featured the New York City BDSM subculture of the late 1960s and early 1970s? 
Robert Mapplethorpe 

b) Roger Fenton was one of a small group of photographers to produce images of the final 
stages of which war? 

Crimean 

c) One of the world’s most celebrated fashion photographers, Mario Testino hails from which 
South American country? 

Peru 

8. The sum of the parts Click here to enter rubric. 
a) 5 parts vodka, 2 parts coffee liqueur, 3 parts fresh cream are the commonly used ingredients 

of what cocktail? 
White Russian 

b) The streets of Castlehill, the Lawnmarket, the High Street, the Canongate and Abbey Strand 
make up which well-known British thoroughfare? 
 

The Royal Mile (Edinburgh) 

c) Which British colony was dissolved in 1946? It originally consisted of the territories of 
Penang, Singapore, Malacca, and Dinding? 

The Straits Settlements 



Beer Round 
Click here to enter rubric. 

1. US Presidents  What was the given birth middle names of the following? 
a) Barack Obama 

 
Hussein 

b) Ronald Reagan  
 

Wilson 

c) Woodrow Wilson 
 

Woodrow - born Thomas 
Woodrow Wilson 

2. US Presidents  
 

What was the given birth middle names of the following? 
a) Jimmy Carter Earl 

b) Calvin Coolidge  
 

Calvin - born John Calvin 
Coolidge 

c) Herbert Hoover 
  

Clark 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Who is the only U.S. President to be given the first name Stephen? 
 

Grover Cleveland 

2. What is a blue moon? 
 

A second full moon in a month 

3. In which sport have Britons Nick Matthew and Laura Massaro been world champions? 
 

Squash 

 


