
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 18th December 2019 
 

Set by: IT 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics 
are purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”), you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 
 

1. Which event on Saturday the 13th of July 1985 was viewed by an estimated 40% of the 
world’s population? 

Live Aid 

2. Carolina Reaper, Trinidad Scorpion, and Dragon’s Breath are cultivars of which plant? Chilli pepper or Capsicum 
chinense 

3. Which brewery has a horseshoe magnet trademark, first registered in 1908? John Smith 

4. What name is shared by a 1978 Top-Twenty hit for The Police, a 1987 film starring Steve 
Martin, and a Pokémon character? 

Roxanne 

5. In Freud's model of the human psyche, which apparatus controls basic instinctive drives? The Id 

6. What was the most common name for baby girls born in the UK in 2018? It shares its first 
four letters with the most common name for boys born in the same year. 

Olivia (Oliver) 

7. In which 1995 film was the title role played by forty-eight different pigs? Babe 

8. Which regular contributor to the BBC’s Test Match Special was nicknamed ‘Spiro’ during his 
playing days? 

Jonathan Agnew 

9. Which song does Neil Diamond claim was inspired by a photograph of the eleven-year-old 
daughter of President John F. Kennedy? 

Sweet Caroline 

10. In the Old Testament, what weapon did Samson use to kill a thousand Philistines?  The Jawbone of an Ass/Donkey 

 
  



Team Round 2 
1. Replaced on TV  

a) Replaced by Rob Brydon, who was the original host of the BBC panel show Would I Lie to 
You? 

Angus Deayton 

b) Replaced by Neil Morrissey, who co-starred with Martin Clunes in the first series of Men 
Behaving Badly? 

Harry Enfield 

c) In 2016, which Conservative MP was replaced by a designer handbag when she made a late 
withdrawal from an appearance on Have I Got News For You? 

Nicky Morgan 

2. Actors  
a) Which US Army technical adviser on The Phil Silvers Show resigned his commission to 

become an actor, later winning an Oscar for his supporting role in Cool Hand Luke?   
George Kennedy 

b) Better known for his roles in horror films, who played the title role in the 1950s ITV 
detective series Colonel March of Scotland Yard? 

Boris Karloff 

c) Matthew Adam Garber, who tragically died of pancreatitis at the age of 21 in 1977, is best 
known for his role as Michael Banks in which film of 1964? 

Mary Poppins 

3. Coaches  
a) Claude Harmon Senior, Claude ‘Butch’ Harmon Junior, and Claude Harmon III (the third) are 

three generations of noted coaches in which sport? 
Golf 

b) In which sport was Angelo Dundee a leading coach? Boxing 

c) Who was the ice-dance coach who trained Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean to Olympic 
success? 

Betty Callaway(-Fitall) 

4. Literary Subtitles  
a) Published in 1852, which hugely influential novel had the subtitle Life Among the Lowly? Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

b) Which under-read best-selling book is subtitled From the Big Bang to Black Holes? A Brief History of Time 
(Stephen Hawking) 

c) An angel and a demon conspire to stop the Apocalypse in which work by Terry Pratchett 
and Neil Gaiman, subtitled The Nice and Accurate Prophesies of Agnes Nutter, Witch? 

Good Omens 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Bridges  

a) On which championship golf course do players cross the Hogan Bridge to reach the 12th 
green? 

Augusta National 

b) In contract bridge, what term is used for a prearranged bid or series of bids intended to 
convey information between partners? 

Convention 

c) Originally devised in the 1960s and updated several times a year, ‘Operation London 
Bridge’ will be implemented in what eventuality?  

Death of Queen Elizabeth II 

6. Music Miscellany  
a) The folk song The Manchester Rambler (a.k.a. I’m a Rambler) was written by Ewan MacColl 

to celebrate his participation in which of act of civil disobedience in April 1932? 
Mass Trespass on Kinder Scout 

b) Which anthemic song topped the UK charts in July 2018 only to fall to 97th place just one 
week later? An event in Moscow might have had a bearing on this. 

Three Lions 

c) What was the name of the sheriff in Bob Marley’s I Shot the Sheriff? John Brown 

7. Popular Movements  
a) Aimed at demonstrating the prevalence of sexual assault and harassment, which 

movement began to spread virally as a hashtag on social media in October 2017? 
Me Too (or #MeToo) 

b) What is the name of the Swedish teenager who inspired as series of strikes by school pupils 
in protest against climate change? 

Greta Thunberg 

c) Formed in 2013, which popular movement was inspired by the controversial acquittal of 
the killer of Florida teenager Trayvon Martin? 

Black Lives Matter 

8. Wonders of the Ancient World  
a) Which was the only one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World that was situated in 

what is now mainland Greece? 
Statue of Zeus (at Olympia) 

b) Destroyed by an earthquake in 226 BCE, which of the Wonders of the Ancient World was 
the work of the sculptor Chares of Lindos? 

Colossus of Rhodes 

c) Which is the only one of the Seven Wonders whose location remains unknown and for 
which no firm archaeological evidence has ever been found? 

Hanging Gardens of Babylon 



Individual Round 3 
 

1. Who wrote the 1980 CERN (pr. Sern) memorandum ‘Information Management: A 
Proposal’? 

Sir Tim Berners-Lee (led to 
World-Wide Web) 

2. Robin Day, Peter Sissons, and David Dimbleby: in January 2019, who became the fourth 
person to join this list? 

Fiona Bruce (Presenters of 
Question Time) 

3. Which is the only European country whose name begins with one of the cardinal points of 
the compass? 

North Macedonia 

4. Which film studio has a logo featuring a boy fishing while seated on a crescent moon? DreamWorks Pictures 

5. By what name is the cowardly and perpetually hungry cartoon character Norville Rogers 
better known? 

Shaggy (in Scooby Doo) 

6. What gas has the chemical formula CH4? Methane 

7. What is the common name for the disease infectious mononucleosis? Glandular fever (accept mono) 

8. Alluding to a famous line in a Carry On film, which late actress’s autobiography was entitled 
Do You Mind If I Smoke? 

Fenella Fielding 

9. Which 20th-century novel features cows called Graceless, Aimless, Feckless, and Pointless 
and a bull called Big Business? 

Cold Comfort Farm 

10. Mary Anne MacLoed was born on the Isle of Lewis in the Outer Hebrides in 1912 and 
emigrated to the USA in 1930; who is the most famous of her five children? 

Donald Trump 

 
  



Team Round 4 
1. Ha, Ha, Ha The answers all begin with the letters H A … 

a) What term is used for a composite subatomic particle consisting of two or more quarks bound 
together by the strong force? Examples include baryons such as the proton and neutron. 

Hadron 

b) Meaning ‘salt-producing’, what name is given to the elements in group 17 of the Periodic 
Table? 

Halogens 

c) Which eel-shaped slime-producing marine creature is the only known living animal that has 
a skull but no vertebral column? 

Hagfish 

2. The 1920s  
a) Who became the first woman to be appointed a government minister when she became 

Minister of Labour in 1924? 
Margaret Bondfield 

b) Which British politician won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1925 for his work on the Locarno 
Pact? 

Austin Chamberlain (both 
names required) 

c) After 70 years of effort, which reference work was completed in 1928, when the section 
Wise to Wyze (QR: spell out) was published? 

Oxford English Dictionary 

3. Title Characters  
a) CIA Agent Alden Pyle is the title character of which 1955 novel by Graham Green? The Quiet American 

b) Patrick Bateman, a wealthy investment banker, is the title character of which disturbing 
novel by Brett Easton Ellis? 

American Psycho 

c) Also the name of a junior demon in C. S. Lewis’s The Screwtape Letters, what is the 
surname of the title character of Roald Dahl’s Matilda? 

Wormwood 

4. Rhyming People Each answer consists of a pair of names that rhyme 
a) In which Disney-produced TV series is the title character an ordinary schoolgirl by day and 

an internationally renowned recording artist by night? 
Hannah Montana 

b) In the Kung Fu Panda franchise, who provides the voice of the eponymous Po? Jack Black 

c) At the 70th Academy Awards ceremony in 1998, which 90-year-old actress did Billy Crystal 
introduce as ‘The beauty that charmed the beast’? 

Fay Wray 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Formerly Known As … Capital cities that have changed their names 

a) Known as Lourenço Marques until 1976, what is the capital city of Mozambique? Maputo 

b) What was the former name of the capital of Kazakhstan, renamed Nur-Sultan in March 
2019? 

Astana 

c) Which Central European capital city was known by its German name of Pressburg before 
1919? 

Bratislava 

6. Divided by a Common Language  
a) Which acute physical ailment do North Americans refer to as a ‘Charley Horse’? (Leg) Cramp 

b) To an Australian, which items of food are known as ‘snags’? Sausages 

c) Which cold-meat product do Americans refer to as ‘head cheese’? Brawn 

7. Kit-Men  
a) Nicknamed ‘The Loon’, which drummer who died of a drug overdose in 1978 is claimed to 

have been the inspiration for The Muppets’ Animal? 
Keith Moon 

b) The son of a noted CIA agent, Stewart Copeland was the drummer of which three-piece 
new-wave rock band formed in London in 1977?  

The Police 

c) Hal Blaine, who played on more than 50 US number-one hit recordings, was part of which 
venerated loose collective of Los Angeles session musicians? 

The Wrecking Crew 

8. He, He, He Which words or phrases that begin with the letters H E are defined as follows? 
a) Devotion to the pursuit of pleasure. Hedonism 

b) A traditional English verse form consisting of two rhyming lines in iambic pentameter, as 
pioneered by Geoffrey Chaucer? 

Heroic couplet 

c) Sealed so as to be airtight. Hermetic 



 
(Second Half) Individual Round 5 
 

1. Founded in 2004 by Paul Sinton-Hewitt, which running event takes place weekly on 
Saturday mornings at over 1400 locations in 23 countries? 

Parkrun 

2. Which former England football captain provided a voiceover for the You Know When 
You’ve Been Tangoed series of adverts of the 1990s? 

Ray Wilkins 

3. Which character in Dallas did Terry Wogan nickname ‘The Poison Dwarf’? Lucy Ewing 

4. Forty Members of Parliament, several members of the royal family, and numerous show-
business personalities were consumed by a fire at which London building in 1925? 

Madame Tussaud’s waxworks 

5. In modern computer technology, what does the abbreviation SSD stand for? Solid-State Drive/Device/Disk 

6. Following the later lives of the children that appeared in the documentary Seven Up, what 
was the title of 2019 instalment of the long-running series from Granada TV? 

63 Up 

7. Which is the most populous country that does not share a land border with any other 
country? 

Japan 

8. In which 1964 film does an elderly banker die laughing at a joke about a man with a 
wooden leg called Smith? 

Mary Poppins 

9. In a standard English pack of playing cards, which King is sometimes known as ‘The Suicide 
King’, because he appears to be sticking a sword into his own head? 

King of Hearts 

10. After this year’s Headingly Ashes test match, Specsavers offered free spectacles for life to 
which England cricketer? 

Jack Leach 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Don’t Go There  

a) In which country are Mount Terrible, Mount Despair, Mount Disappointment, and Mount 
Hopeless? 

Australia 

b) Inaccessible Island is part of which remote volcanic archipelago in the South Atlantic 
Ocean? 

Tristan da Cunha 

c) Once referred to by Portuguese sailors as ‘The Gates of Hell’, the Skeleton Coast is found in 
which country of southern Africa? 

Namibia 

2. White Books  
a) Which novel by Jack London relates the tale of a wild wolf-dog’s journey to domestication 

in northern Canada during the 1890s? 
White Fang 

b) Published in 1911, The White Peacock was the debut novel of which author? D. H. Lawrence 

c) The White Company, which recounts the adventures of a group of mercenary archers 
during the Hundred Years’ War, is a work by which author? 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

3. Fraud  
a) Which Italian–American swindler gave his name to a type of fraud in which investors are 

lured by high profits paid to early adopters from funds supplied by later arrivals? 
Charles Ponzi 

b) Which 1973 film is based on real-life confidence tricks perpetrated by the Gondorff 
brothers, whose surname was adopted for one of the film’s major characters? 

The Sting 

c) What eight-letter word is used for the practice of sending emails purporting to be from a 
reputable organization to induce an individual to reveal personal information? 

Phishing (accept ‘spoofing’, a 
very similar technique) 

4. Musical Films  
a) Starring Ewan McGregor and Nicole Kidman, which jukebox musical is the last in Baz 

Lurhmann’s Red Curtain trilogy of films? 
Moulin Rouge 

b) Which composer’s work appears in the Mickey Mouse sequence of Disney’s Fantasia? Paul Dukas 
(The Sorcerer’s Apprentice) 

c) ‘I’m going back to Australia. I might never see you again’ are the opening spoken words of 
which film musical? 

Grease 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Salem’s Lot  

a) Salem is the capital of which state of the USA? Oregon 

b) Which play by Arthur Miller is a fictionalized retelling of the story of the Salem witch trials? The Crucible 

c) Born in Salem, Massachusetts, in 1804, which author’s best-know works include The Scarlet 
Letter and The House of Seven Gables? 

Nathaniel Hawthorne 

6. Films: Repeated Screenings  
a) Which film is screened continuously at a small cinema in the Heritage Centre of Carnforth 

railway station? 
Brief Encounter 

b) On 2nd February 2019, which film was shown repeatedly on a dedicated Sky Movies 
channel? 

Groundhog Day 

c) Which 1949 film is screened several times a week at the Burg Kino, one of Vienna’s oldest 
cinemas? 

The Third Man 

7. Design Icons  
a) Opened in December 1999, which popular 135-metre-tall tourist attraction was designed 

by the husband-and-wife team David Marks and Julia Bradfield? 
London Eye 

b) Now the UK’s largest cycle manufacturer, which company markets a range of folding 
bicycles based on a 1976 design by Andrew Ritchie? 

Brompton Bicycle 

c) Designed to promote the teaching of basic computer science, which small inexpensive 
single-board computer has sold more than 19 million units since its launch in 2012? 

Raspberry Pi 

8. Glass  
a) What acts on soils to produce the tubes of glassy minerals known as fulgurites? Lightning  

b) In 1915, what name did Corning trademark for products made of borosilicate glass with a 
low coefficient of thermal expansion? 

Pyrex 

c) Introduced in 1915, which classic design for a bottle, based on a certain type of bean, was 
created by the Root Glass Company of Terre Haute, Indiana? 

Coca Cola Bottle 



Individual Round 7:     A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all teams!     
 

1. To which Christmas number one of 1979 did children from Islington Green Comprehensive 
make a controversial and ungrammatical vocal contribution? 

Another Brick in the Wall (Part 
2) (We don’t need no education) 

2. In a 1990 TV Christmas special, who received a delivery of 263 three-foot-tall garden 
gnomes as a result of a catalogue ordering error? 

Victor Meldrew (One Foot in the 
Grave) 

3. Which chain of hotels is named after the 1942 film that first featured the song White 
Christmas? 

Holiday Inn 

4. According to an entry in his diary, whose dinner on Christmas Day 1911 consisted of 
horsemeat flavoured with onion and curry powder? 

Captain Robert Falcon Scott 
(of the Antarctic) 

5. Which six-foot-three-inch-tall comedian played the title role in the 2003 Christmas film Elf? Will Ferrell 

6. Who was the first winner of The X Factor to have a Christmas number-one hit? Between 
2015 and 2018, he appeared as Aidan Connor in Coronation Street. 

Shayne Ward 

7. The carol Deck the Halls was originally a traditional New Year’s Day song sung in which 
language? 

Welsh 

8. Because of its negative treatment of bankers and other rich people, which 1946 seasonal 
film did FBI agents identify as possible communist propaganda? 

It’s a Wonderful Life 

9. What was the name of the British-built space probe that was lost during an attempt to land 
on Mars on Christmas Day 2003? 

Beagle 2 (In the spirit of the season, 
reluctantly accept ‘Beagle’) 

10. In which Christmas song did Earth Kitt ask Father Christmas for a sable fur, a light-blue ’54 
convertible, a yacht, and a platinum mine? 

Santa Baby 

  



Team Round 8 
1. Pet Cemetery  

a) What was the name of Lord Byron’s Newfoundland dog whose elaborate tomb can be seen 
at Newstead Abbey? 

Boatswain 

b) Mistakenly killed by Llewelyn the Great, which faithful hound’s grave gives its name to a 
village in Snowdonia? 

Gelert 
(Beddgelert = Gelert’s grave) 

c) Which famous German shepherd dog is buried in a cemetery at Asnières-sur-Seine in 
France, near where he was found and rescued from the trenches during World War I? 

Rin Tin Tin 

2. Full Supporting Programme … at a cinema near you 
a) Which series of short documentary films was produced between 1959 and 1969 by the 

Rank Organisation for screening before the main feature film at their cinemas? 
Look at Life 

b) Which British cinema advertising company’s offerings were introduced by its distinctive 
Asteroid theme tune over an image of Grecian pillars and a blue sky? 

Pearl and Dean 

c) Cinema newsreels from which company were introduced by a crowing cockerel? Pathé News or British Pathé 

3. History Mix  
a) Which well-known British novelist’s great-grandfather founded a brewery in Bury St 

Edmunds in 1799?  
Graham Greene (Greene King) 

b) The battles of the Boyne, Gettysburg, and the Somme coincidentally all began on which 
date of the year? 

1st July 

c) What was the US equivalent of the UK’s Second-World-War project codenamed ‘Tube 
Alloys’? 

The Manhattan Project 

4. The Art of …  
a) The Art of Fugue is a work by which Baroque composer? J. S. Bach 

b) Authorship of the ancient Chinese treatise The Art of War is attributed to which military 
strategist? 

Sun Tzu 

c) Which rock ‘n roll guitarist accompanied the synth-pop band Art of Noise on their 1986 
top-ten instrumental hit Peter Gunn? 

Duane Eddy 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Geography USA  

a) What name is shared by the second largest city in South Carolina and the state capital of 
West Virginia? 

Charleston 

b) Which state of the USA has the longest border with Canada? Alaska 

c) Which location in Florida has the area code 3–2–1? Cape Canaveral 

6. English Cheeses  
a) The first to be mentioned in the Monty Python Cheese Shop sketch, which cheese was 

originally made to use up milk left over from the production of Stilton? 
Red Leicester or Leicestershire 

b) Which cheese is named after the variety of pear used to make the perry in which it is 
dipped to give it a distinctive smell and taste? 

Stinking Bishop 

c) Enjoying Protected Geographical Status, cheeses sold as ‘Blue Vinney’ must be 
manufactured in which English county? 

Dorset 

7. Musical Royalty  
a) Which operatic tenor was known as the “King of the High C’s”? Luciano Pavarotti  

b) Which influential vocalist, who died in 1937 from injuries sustained in a car crash, was 
known as the ‘Empress of the Blues’? 

Bessie Smith 

c) Guitarist Robert Fripp has been the only constant member of which prog-rock band, 
originally formed in 1968? 

King Crimson 

8. Inorganic Compounds of Carbon  
a) The ball in a ball-point pen is usually manufactured from the carbide of which metallic 

element? 
Tungsten 

b) What is the scientific name for the poisonous compound of hydrogen, carbon, and 
nitrogen, commonly known as ‘prussic acid’?  

Hydrogen cyanide or 
hydrocyanic acid 

c) Widely used as an abrasive, carborundum is a carbide of which element? Silicon 



Beer Round 
 

1.   
a) Which villainous cartoon pirate was the captain of The Flying Dustman? Cut-Throat Jake (in Captain 

Pugwash) 
b) Which Blue Peter presenter narrated the naturist film Nudes of the World? Valerie Singleton 

c) Other than they are all TV programmes, what links University Challenge, Birds of a Feather, 
The Great British Bakeoff, and Men Behaving Badly? 

All switched channels 
(or words to that effect) 

2.   

a) Which animal links the Wigan address of Wallace and Gromit and that of the Sydney 
dentist’s surgery where Nemo was taken in Finding Nemo? 

Wallaby (62 West Wallaby St. 
and 42 Wallaby Way) 

b) Which Blue Peter presenter was once a body double for Charlton Heston? Christopher Trace 

c) What links Junction 3 of the M1, Pope John XX (the twentieth), and the 12th Olympiad? All missing/non-existent 
(or words to that effect) 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. The jury at a criminal trial in Scotland has how many members? 15 

2. Who was the last Speaker of the House of Commons to wear a wig as part of their official 
regalia? 

Bernard Weatherall 

3. What was the original seating capacity of the White Rock Theatre in Hastings? 1066 

 


