
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, January 8th 
Set by: Roger Springthorpe 

 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics 
are purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”), you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 Each answer contains a word referring to size 
 
 

1. Which is the only one of the seven so-called Natural Wonders of the World to be found 
solely in the USA? 

Grand Canyon 

2. In the comics what is the favourite expression of surprise for Superman’s boss editor Perry 
White at the Daily Planet? 

Great Caesar’s Ghost! 

3. Which character from British folklore is allegedly buried in the churchyard at Hathersage in 
Derbyshire? 

Little John 

4. Country singer Burl Ives won a Best Supporting Actor Oscar for his part in which 1958 
Western, which also starred Gregory Peck and Charlton Heston? 

The Big Country 

5. How is Scottish comedian Edward Hugh McGinnis, who had a heart transplant ten years ago 
and who since appeared on TV with Peterborough footballer Mark Little, better known? 

Eddie Large 

6. Which song in its opening lyrics threatens to inform Aunt Mary about Uncle John’s 
activities? 

Long Tall Sally 

7. Which Labour Party MP, who was a Cabinet Secretary under Tony Blair, was MP for 
Birmingham Ladywood from 1983 to 2010 but resigned the party whip in 2006? 

Clare Short 

8. Which doll, which was sold from 1950 to 1968, had the distinguishing feature of dripping 
water from its eyes when its stomach was pressed? 

Tiny Tears 

9. Named after the area of Birmingham where the BBC series “Peaky Blinders” is mainly set, 
what was the original name of Birmingham City F.C.? 

Small Heath (Alliance) 

10. Herbert Pocket shared lodgings with the central character of which of Dickens’ novels? Great Expectations 

 



Team Round 2 
1. The Olympics  

a) In which sport did Team GB win most medals at the Rio Olympics? Cycling 

b) Who was the first British woman to win a gold medal in track and field at the Olympics? Mary Rand 

c) Often seen in the more recent Winter Olympics, which piece of sporting equipment was 
originally called a ‘snurfer’? 

Snowboard 

2. Queens of England  
a) Who was the first Prime Minister to serve Queen Elizabeth II? Winston Churchill 

b) Which de facto Queen of England died on the same day as her husband? Lady Jane Grey 

c) Which Queen was on the British throne during the War of Spanish Succession? Queen Anne 

3. Crivens! Scottish Dialect  
a) At what time of year would black bun normally be eaten? New Year or Hogmanay 

(accept Epiphany or Twelfth 
b) If you were in Scotland and said to be fetching the messages what would you be doing? Getting Groceries 

c) If you were in Scotland and holidaying in a but and ben, what type of establishment would 
you be in? 

Bed and Breakfast 

4. TV First names What were the first names of these characters all who had their own TV series? 
a) Callan? David 

b) Rumpole of the Bailey? Horace 

c) Monk? Adrian 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Alternative names for chemicals Rubric 

a) Which acid is sometimes called Aqua Fortis? Nitric Acid or Spirit of Niter 

b) What is the more common name for sodium bicarbonate? Baking Soda (or cooking soda, 
bread soda) 

c) What is the alternative name for the poison hydrogen cyanide? Prussic Acid 

6. Birds  
a) Which are the only penguins to be found north of the equator? Galapagos Penguin(s) 

b) To which bird family does the lammergeier belong? Vulture (aka bearded vulture), 
or Accipitridae 

c) In the UK, which type of bird is now responsible for most bird attacks on humans, and 
causes most injuries to them in its quest for food? 

(Herring) Gull or Seagull 

7. Americanisms  
a) Which food do the Americans refer to as a Graham cracker? 

 
Digestive Biscuit 

b) By what name do Americans refer to a shopping trolley? Shopping Cart 

c) By what term do Americans refer to minced meat? Ground Beef  

8. Weekend pop  
a) Which Australian group took “Friday On My Mind” into the UK singles charts in 1967? The Easybeats 

b) Sam Cooke took his song “Another Saturday Night” into the UK singles chart in 1963. Which 
British artist took the same song into the chart in 1974? 

Cat Stevens 

c) According to the lyrics of the Small Faces’ “Lazy Sunday Afternoon” from what affliction had 
Old Bert been suffering? 

Lumbago 



Individual Round 3 Each answer contains the name of a bug 
 
 

1. What was the nickname of Emily Bishop’s nephew Geoffrey Nugent in Coronation Street? Spider 

2. The scooter company Vespa took its name from the Italian for which creature? Wasp 

3. Around the turn of the 19th century, participants in which sport were referred to as 
gentlemen or players? 

Cricket 

4. On July 10th 2019 after 80 years and 21.5 million models produced, the final ‘what’ rolled 
off an assembly line in Mexico? 

Volkswagen Beetle 

5. What is the nickname of Brentford F.C.? The Bees 

6. Which multi-purpose Allied plane in World War II was nicknamed the Wooden Wonder and 
was actually faster than the Battle of Britain spitfire? 

(De Havilland) Mosquito 

7. The name of the tune “La Cucaracha” translates into English as what? The Cockroach 

8. What was the nickname of American First Lady Claudia Alta Johnson? Lady Bird 

9. According to the Bible John the Baptist lived on a strict diet of honey and what else? Locusts 

10. Which act won the National Television Award for most popular entertainment presenters 
every year from 2001 to 2014? 

Ant and Dec 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Martians  

a) What is the name of the Martian in the Looney Tunes cartoons? Marvin 

b) Which hero created by Edgar Rice Burroughs was Warlord of Mars? John Carter 

c) In the book The Martian by Andy Weir, which vegetable forms the stranded astronaut’s 
staple diet? 

Potato 

2. Fast Food  

a) In which decade did Ray Kroc open the first McDonalds in the USA? Fifties (1955) 

b) What was the first name of Colonel Sanders of Kentucky Fried Chicken? Harland 

c) Which chain of fast food restaurants took their name from a character in the Popeye 
comic strip? 

Wimpy 

3. Footballer convicts  
a) What connects the offences for which both Duncan Ferguson of Rangers, and James 

Cotteril playing for Barrow in the F.A. Cup, were jailed? 
Both Offences Happened During 
a Match 

b) Which ex-England player and now TV pundit served two weeks in jail as part of a sentence 
received for driving his cars without bothering to tax or insure them? 

Ian Wright 

c) Which ex-Welsh international, who had played for ten different league sides, received an 
18-month jail sentence for counterfeiting in 1993? [QM: both names needed] 

Mickey Thomas 

4. Biblical epics  
a) What was the sequel to The Robe? Demetrius and the Gladiators 

b) Who played the role of Messala, the arch enemy of Judah Ben Hur, who received terrible 
injuries in the chariot race? 

Stephen Boyd 

c) Which biblical epic took its title from the Latin phrase which translates as “Where are you 
going”? 

Quo Vadis 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Famous Quotations Who made these quotations? 

a) “All I was doing was trying to get home from work.” Rosa Parks 

b) “Genius is one per cent inspiration and ninety-nine per cent perspiration.” Thomas Edison 

c) “Nonviolence is a weapon of the strong.” Mahatma (Mohandas) Gandhi 

6. Card Games  
a) In the casino game Baccarat players must endeavour to get closest to which number and 

higher than the hand of the dealer? 
9 

b) How many cards are used in total for the standard game of canasta? 108 (2 packs and four jokers) 

c) When playing Solo Whist, if a player declares Misere - how many tricks are they bidding to 
win? 

None  

7. Forests In which county of England are these forests principally located 
a) Kielder Forest  Northumberland 

b) Rockingham Forest Northamptonshire 

c) Burnham Beeches Buckinghamshire 

8. Newspaper Cartoon Strip Families  
a) Which family have been appearing in the Sunday Post in Scotland since 1936? The Broons 

b) Which family created by Bill Tidy appeared in the Daily Mirror from 1971 to 1985 in a strip 
described as a classic tale of struggle, personalities, power and tripe? 

The Fosdyke Saga 

c) Which family strip created by Barry Appleby appeared in the Daily Express for almost 50 
years from 1950 to 1999 when it moved to the Mail on Sunday? 

The Gambols 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 All answers are a number 
 
 

1. In the Bible how many Hebrews survived being thrown into the furnace by 
Nebuchadnezzar? 

Three 

2. How many feet are there in a mile? 5280 

3. How many nickels are there in a dollar? 20 

4. How many steps are there in the program traditionally used by Alcoholics Anonymous, as a 
method of recovery from alcohol addiction? 

12 

5. What British musical, about the lives and loves of Henry VIII, debuted on the West End in 
2018? 

Six 

6. How many states of the USA have coastlines on the Pacific Ocean? Five (Washington, Oregon, 
California, Hawaii, Alaska) 

7. How many shots does it take to score a maximum break in snooker? 36 

8. How many countries does the equator pass through? 11 

9. How many empty squares are there in total on the board at the start of a game of 
draughts? 

40 

10. How many squares are there on a Scrabble board? 225 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Colourful Death  

a) Which fever, transmitted by mosquitos like malaria, gained its name from the jaundiced 
condition of its victims? 

Yellow Fever 

b) In which century was the Black Death first recorded as reaching Europe? 14th. 

c) Which disease was known as White Death because of the anaemia it caused in its victims, 
and has lately increased due to HIV under its modern name?  

Tuberculosis (Accept TB) 

2. Formula One  
a) For doing what in a race can a driver earn a one point bonus if they finish in the first ten? Recording the Fastest Lap Time 

b) Who was the first Scotsman to be World Champion at Formula One? Jim Clark 

c) Which Grand Prix is staged on the circuit Gilles Villeneuve?  Accept Canadian or Montreal 

3. Island books  
a) Who wrote the book “The Coral Island” first published in 1857 and never out of print 

since? 
R.M. Ballantyne 

b) Which hugely popular book is largely set on Skeleton Island, despite its title? Treasure Island 

c) Islands in the Stream was the first posthumously published work of which bestselling 
author in 1970, after his suicide? 

Ernest Hemingway 

4. South American currencies  What is the currency of these South American countries? 
a) Argentina Peso 

b) Brazil Real 

c) Peru Sol 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. English Princes  

a) In which century was the title Prince of Wales first bestowed on an English prince? 14th (1301) 

b) What is the primary title held by Prince Harry? Duke of Sussex 

c) Which English prince died in 1919 from an epileptic seizure aged only 14, after not being 
seen in public for three years? 

Prince John 

6. Films into Stage Musicals  
a) Which musical by Andrew Lloyd Webber is a version of a film starring Jack Black, originally 

released in 2003? 
School of Rock 

b) “He’s loose” “Roll in the Hay” and “The brain” are all songs from a musical version of 
which 1974 comedy film? 

Young Frankenstein 

c) Which 2013 musical is based on a 2005 film about the lengths taken to rescue a failing 
Northamptonshire footwear company which was based on a true story? 

Kinky Boots 

7. Science  
a) In 1874 Thomas Augustus Watson was the first man to receive what? A Telephone Call (He was Bell’s 

assistant) 
b) In November 1969, Charles “Pete” Conrad was the third man to do what?  Walk on the Moon 

c) Who invented the homopolar generator in 1831, the first forerunner of the electric 
dynamo or generator? 

Michael Faraday 

8. New Year Pop  
a) “New Year’s Day” was the first single to enter the UK Top 10 for which rock band in 1983? U2 

b) Which band took a single entitled “January” into the UK singles chart in 1975? Pilot 

c) Which Scottish singer had a hit single with “January, February” in the UK chart in 1980? Barbara Dickson 



Individual Round 7 All questions concern New Year 
 
 

1. On January 2nd 1982, how did Erika Roe surprise 60,000 sports fans and quite a few 
policemen, as well as millions of viewers on live TV? 

She Ran a Streak 

2. On January 1st 1892, which immigration centre opened off New York Harbour eventually 
admitting over 12 million people? 

Ellis Island 

3. On January 1st 1962, which group was famously and mistakenly told that “They would have 
no future in show business”? 

The Beatles 

4. On January 1st of which year did Fidel Castro become President of Cuba?  1959 

5. On January 1st 1985, which comedian made the first British mobile phone call? Ernie Wise 

6. Which European country ceased to exist on January 1st, 1993? Czechoslovakia 

7. Which seamstress born on January 1st, 1752 is credited with sewing the first American flag? Betsy Ross 

8. Which comedy show created by Brendan O’Carroll and once voted British Sitcom of the 
Century, premiered on January 1st , 2011? 

Mrs Brown’s Boys 

9. On January 1st , 1908 what bright object dropped for the first time in New York? The Silver Ball in Times Square 
 

10. On January 1st, 1894 which major waterway to improve shipping opened in England? Manchester Ship Canal 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Festivals  

a) After the Edinburgh Fringe, which is the biggest comedy festival to be held in Great 
Britain? 

Leicester 

b) Which Gloucestershire town was the first ever to hold a literature festival, which it 
continues to stage annually? 

Cheltenham 

c) The city of Cambridge annually holds a festival dedicated to which type of music? Folk 

2. Geography  
a) Which state of the USA has the longest coastline? Alaska 

b) With over 120 million native speakers which is the most widely spoken language in 
Europe? 

Russian 

c) Which is the only country through which both the Equator and Tropic of Capricorn pass? Brazil 

3. Sports Derbies  
a) In which city would you watch the Robins play the Pirates in a local derby if you were at a 

football match? 
Bristol 

b) If Edinburgh Monarchs were taking on Glasgow Tigers which sport would be involved? Speedway 

c) Name either of the towns involved if the Bulls were playing the Rams in a Rugby League 
derby? 

Accept Batley or Dewsbury 

4. Museums  
a) In which northern town is there a pencil museum? Keswick 

b) In which northern city is the National Media Museum, dedicated to film, TV and 
photography located? 

Bradford 

c) In the city of Hereford there is a National Museum dedicated to which drink? Cider 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. TV Butlers  

a) What was the name of the butler played by Robert Guillame in the TV series “Soap” who 
eventually got his own series? 

Benson 

b) In which American TV series, which ran for six years, was Geoffrey butler to the Banks 
family? 

The Fresh Prince of Bel Air 

c) What was the name of the butler played by Gordon Jackson in “Upstairs Downstairs”? Hudson 

6. Science  
a) Sometimes described as the Fourth Law of Thermodynamics, what so-called law is a 

definition of what is meant by temperature, complimenting the basic Three Laws? 
Zeroth Law of Thermodynamics 

b) Which type of barometer is an instrument for measuring pressure without using liquid? Aneroid Barometer 

c) In an optical system, what name is given to the measurement of how strongly it diverges 
or converges light? 

Focal Length 

7. Banks  
a) Which bank opened Britain’s first Automated Teller (ATM) machine? Barclays 

b) According to its advertising slogan which is the “world’s local bank”? HSBC 

c) Which bank collapsed financially in 1995 due to the dealings of rogue trailer Nick Leeson? Barings 

8. Police abbreviations When used in police parlance what do these abbreviations mean? 
a) BOLO? Be On Look Out 

b) SOCO? Scene of Crime Officer 

c) CCW? Carrying Concealed Weapon 



Beer Round 
Rubric 

1. 2019  
a) What was the previous occupation of new Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky? Comedian 

b) In which city was the Eurovision final held in 2019? Tel Aviv 

c) In February who became the oldest man to manage a Premiership football team? Roy Hodgson 

2. 2019  
a) Which British actress won Best Actress at the Oscars? Olivia Colman 

b) Jair Bolsonaro became President of which country? Brazil 

c) Who won his third PDC World darts Championship in 2019? Michael Van Gerwen 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Which Premier League ground has the smallest capacity? Bournemouth 

2. Which song was Oasis’ first UK Number One in the singles chart? Some Might Say 

3. In which state of the USA is the one-time whaling capital Nantucket situated? Massachusetts 

 


