
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 15th January 2020 
 

Set by: Phil Garner 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. What word describes the old Roman military punishment of killing one in every ten men? Decimate/tion 

2. Which mark is placed under the letter C in French to indicate an S pronunciation? Cedilla 

3. Which Hindu spiritual, physical and mental discipline has a name meaning ‘Union’? Yoga 

4. In 1969 the Nobel Prizes were expanded to include what category? Economics 

5. The French tradition of poisson d'avril is thought to have given rise to what British practice?  April Fools’ Day 

6. What is the common name for ignis fatuus seen at night especially over bogs, swamps or 
marshes? 

Will-o-the-wisp (accept jack-o'-lantern, 
friar's lantern, hinkypunk or hobby lantern) 

7. The names of which British sporting participants are limited to 18 letters? Racehorses 

8. In the Australian vernacular what is a ‘kylie’? Boomerang 

9. What attraction can be viewed from The Maid of the Mist boat? Niagara Falls 

10. In the fashion world what is a LBD? Little Black Dress 

 



Team Round 2 
1. Amusing Quotes Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which poet said ‘An alcoholic is someone you don’t like who drinks as much as you do’? Dylan Thomas 

b) Which Scotsman said ‘I’ve always wanted to go to Switzerland to see what the army does with 
those wee red knives’? 

Billy Connolly 

c) Which rock star said ‘Instead of getting married again. I’m going to find a woman I don’t like 
and just give her a house’? 

Rod Stewart 

2. Wildlife Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which small herbivorous mammal, also known as a dassie, is surprisingly more closely related to 

the elephant than other creatures its size? 
Hyrax 

b) Its name derived from the Malay meaning ‘to roll’, which anteater is now the most illegally 
trafficked creature in the world? 

Pangolin 

c) Russell’s and Gaboon are varieties of which snake? Viper 

3. Murder Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Whose wife was murdered along with Ronald Goldman? O.J. Simpson’s 

b) Who was killed by the last woman to be hanged for murder in Britain, Ruth Ellis?  David Blakely 

c) Which famous name was killed by Kenneth Halliwell? Joe Orton 

4. World Tour Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Aqaba is which country’s only port? Jordan 

b) Gran Sasso d’Italia, or Corno Grande, is the highest peak in which mountain range? Apennines 

c) São Miguel is the largest island of which Atlantic group? Azores 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. 1960’s Film Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Who played opposite his then wife Claire Bloom in The Illustrated Man? Rod Steiger 

b) Which 1964 film has a famous scene at Stoke Poges Golf Club? Goldfinger 

c) Who played Cleo in Carry on Cleo? Amanda Barrie 

6. Science Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Hawking radiation is predicted to come from what? Black Holes 

b) Deuterium is an isotope of which element? Hydrogen 

c) Chiropterophily is pollination of plants by which animals? Bats 

7.  Novels Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Aspiring writer Briony Tallis is the heroine of which Ian McEwan novel? Atonement 

b) In which novel does Stevens the butler come to wonder if the late Lord Darlington was worthy 
of his years of selfless service? 

The Remains of the Day 

c) Which novel features best friends Archie Jones and Samad Iqbal? White Teeth 

8. Sport Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which Premiership football club started life as Thames Ironworks FC? West Ham United 

b) What sport is played by Cheshire Phoenix?  Basketball 

c) Whose first Wimbledon singles final victory was against Mark Philippoussis? Roger Federer 



Individual Round 3 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Which ideology takes its name from an ancient bundle of rods? Fascism 

2. In which county did the Tolpuddle Martyrs form a Trade Union? Dorset 

3. What does a necrologist write? Obituaries 

4. Which famous 1954 march was composed by Eric Coates? The Dam Busters 

5. Who was the Egyptian Sun God? Ra or Re (accept Amun-Ra, a 
later merger, but not ‘Amun’). 

6. Which word meaning “nonsense” derives from the fifteenth century term for the swill from a 
brewery used to feed pigs? 

Hogwash 

7. The musical Jersey Boys tells the story of which pop act? The Four Seasons 

8. In France what kind of diagram is known as a ‘camembert’? Pie Chart 

9. Which element is named after Marie Curie’s homeland? Polonium (Poland) 

10. Papillon is French for “butterfly” – but a variety of which animal also takes the name? Dog 

 



Team Round 4 
1. History Mix Click here to enter rubric. 

a) The young Winston Churchill took part in a cavalry charge in what battle? Omdurman (1898) 

b) Which country did the United States declare war on in 1898? Spain 

c) Who created a spy network for Elizabeth I? Francis Walsingham 

2. Television Click here to enter rubric. 
a) On which programme might you see siblings Pete and Sophie Sandiford? Gogglebox 

b) Which comedy game show begins with the theme tune ‘Bar Fight’? Would I Lie To You 

c) Julia Ormond played cradle snatcher Julia Day in which 2019 mini drama series? Gold Digger 

3. The Occult Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What implement would a scryer usually use to predict future events? Crystal Ball 

b) In Greek and Roman times ‘haruspicy’ was a means of divination by studying what? Entrails or Innards (accept 
either) of birds or animals. 

c) What is the name of the mysterious substance that appears to emanate from some mediums 
while they are in a trance? 

Ectoplasm 

4. Art and Artists Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which Swiss sculptor was famous for his stick-like figures? Alberto Giacometti 

b) Which paint medium uses egg yolk? Tempera 

c) What happened to Matisse’s Le Bateau when exhibited at the New York Museum of Modern 
Art? 

It Was Hung Upside-Down 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Pop Music Bands 

a) Who became lead singer with The Cranberries in 1990? Dolores O’Riordan 

b) “Window In The Skies” was a 2007 hit for which band? U2 

c) Which band’s only UK No.1 was “Mr Tambourine Man” in 1965? The Byrds 

6. The Name’s The Same What name links: 
a) Fine quality coffee – soft leather made from sheepskin? Mocha 

b) A city in Florida – character in Shakespeare’s As You Like It? Orlando 

c) Type of Pacific salmon – model of helicopter? Chinook 

7. Human Body Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The small intestine is divided into the duodenum, the jejunum and what? Ileum 

b) Which membranes line the thorax and envelop the lungs? Pleura 

c) What name is given to the first cervical vertebra, the one that supports the skull? Atlas 

8. Solar System Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which is the only planet of the Solar System that is less dense than water? Saturn 

b) Which planet’s most notable feature is the Caloris Basin? Mercury 

c) Excluding the Sun and the planets, what is the largest body in the Solar System? Ganymede (moon of Jupiter) 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Members of which religion meet in Kingdom Halls? Jehovah’s Witnesses 

2. Someone suffering from triskaidekaphobia is afraid of what? The Number 13 

3. Which glossy magazine was launched by Helen Gurley Brown? Cosmopolitan 

4. Fred and Rosemary West’s ‘house of horror’ was in which city? Gloucester 

5. What was the so-called ‘noble experiment’ carried out in 20th century USA? Prohibition 

6. Which bird is sometimes called the ‘windhover’? Kestrel 

7. In cricket how many runs is a Nelson? 111 

8. Which famous film did newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst inspire? Citizen Kane 

9. Which hairstyle is also the term for a star in heraldry and a type of fish?  Mullet 

10. To which Biblical king was Jezebel married? Ahab 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Alcoholic Drink Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What is added to cognac brandy and lemon juice to make a sidecar? Cointreau (allow Triple Sec, 
Grand Marnier, or Curacao) 

b) Which Lincolnshire brewery produces XB and XXXB ales? Batemans 

c) Red Stripe beer is originally from which country? Jamaica 

2. Indoor Games Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In Cluedo the secret passage from the kitchen leads to which other room? Study 

b) In darts what is a ‘bag o’ nails’? Three Darts all in the One 
Segment (i.e. a score of 3) 

c) In pool what colour is the ‘one ball’? Yellow 

3. What Links Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 14 – Barry Jenkins’ Oscar winner – a Pinter Play? Moonlight 

b) Dorothy in Wizard of Oz – the PM who repealed Corn Laws – male monarch – shotgun maker? Surnames of female Avengers 
characters (Gale, Peel, King, Purdy) 

c) Adélie – Snares – Magellanic – Chinstrap – Fiordland? Species of Penguin 

4. Food Click here to enter rubric. 
a) If a dish in the USA is served ‘á la mode’ what is served with it? Ice Cream 

b) Which classic French sauce is named after a courtier of Louis XIV? Bechamel 

c) What is the chief ingredient of passata? Tomatoes 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Mr and Mrs Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which fictional character was described by his nine-year-old authoress as ‘an elderly man of 
42’? 

Mr Salteena 

b) Under what name did Isabella Mary Mayson achieve fame? Mrs Beeton 

c) Which bald commentator on World War II shortages was pictured peering over a wall? Mr Chad 

6. Horses of fact and fiction Who rode: 
a) Kantanka? Buddha 

b) Xanthus? Achilles 

c) Champion? Gene Autry 

7. Literature Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In which novel does Flay murder Swelter? Gormenghast 

b) Which Somerset Maugham novel has a hero with a club foot? Of Human Bondage 

c) Which character in Dickens’ Barnaby Rudge gave her name to a type of hat? Dolly Varden 

8. U.S. Politics Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which president was a former director of the CIA? George Bush (Sr) 

b) In December 2014 Barack Obama became the first US president for 54 years to visit which 
country? 

Cuba 

c) Who was John F Kennedy’s Attorney General? Bobby Kennedy 



Individual Round 7 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Which archaic human was discovered by the Düssel River? Neanderthal Man 

2. Emma Lazarus’s sonnet The New Colossus is inscribed on the pedestal of what? Statue of Liberty 

3. Which world leader is the self-styled ‘Bright Sun of the 21st Century’? Kim Jong-un 

4. Which element is named after a Scottish village? Strontium (after Strontian) 

5. In which literary character’s house are all the clocks stopped at 8.40pm? Miss Havisham (Great 
Expectations) 

6. The phrase ‘the moment of truth’ originated in which dubious entertainment? Bullfighting 

7. Other than Switzerland which country uses the Swiss franc? Liechtenstein 

8. Which law enforcers wear ceremonial red serge? Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(the Mounties) 

9. Which former head of state died in the Netherlands in 1941? Kaiser Wilhelm II 

10. What are secreted by the endocrine glands? Hormones 

 



Team Round 8 
1. 2019 Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What was climbed for the final time in October? Uluru/Ayers Rock (accept 
either) (ban now in place) 

b) Who sailed to New York on Malizia II? Greta Thunberg (plus crew) 

c) What was 30 years old on the 12th March? World Wide Web accept (The 
Internet) 

2. European Geography Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which range of mountains lies between the Rhine and the Rhone rivers? Jura Mountains 

b) Cephalonia is the largest of which Greek island group? Ionian 

c) The islands of Gozo and Comino are constituents of which republic? Malta 

3. TV Gold Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which 60s/70s sitcom featured a St. Bernard dog called H.G. Wells? Father Dear Father 

b) Actor Patrick McGoohan starred in which thriller series before making The Prisoner? Danger Man 

c) Which 60s pop star played hairdresser Viv Harker in the long defunct 80s soap Albion Market? Helen Shapiro 

4. Animals Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Of which family is the gharial a member? Crocodile 

b) For what does a butterfly use its proboscis? Feeding 

c) A gila monster is a variety of what? Lizard 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Sporting Terms Which sport uses the term: 

a) Egg Position? Skiing 

b) Mulligan? Golf 

c) Puissance? Show Jumping 

6. People in History Click here to enter rubric. 
a) How was/is Sophie Fredericke Auguste von Anhalt-Zerbst better known? Catherine the Great 

b) The eldest son of King George II was killed playing which sport? Cricket (hit by the ball) 

c) James Buchanan is the only US president not to do … what? Marry 

7. Film Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Who played the Duchess of Marlborough in the 2018 film The Favourite? Rachel Weisz 

b) In Muriel’s Wedding of which band is Muriel a big fan? ABBA 

c) May Day was a Bond girl in which film? A View To A Kill 

8. Transport Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The Monster, the Diavel and the Scrambler are models of motorcycle by which manufacturer? Ducati 

b) In which European city is Anhalter railway station? Berlin 

c) Which aeroplane was nicknamed The Whispering Giant? Bristol Britannia 



Beer Round 
Click here to enter rubric. 

1. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which spirit is used in making a ‘Between the Sheets’ cocktail? Brandy 

b) Yellowknife is the capital of which Canadian province? North West Territories 

c) Erithacus rubecula is the scientific name for which British bird? Robin 

2. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which spirit is used in making a ‘Sex on the Beach’ cocktail? Vodka 

b) Whitehorse is the capital of which Canadian province? Yukon Territory 

c) Sturnus vulgaris is the scientific name for which British bird? Starling 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Whose album titles add up to 65? Adele 

2. What is the common name for the surgical process ‘laparoscopy’? Keyhole Surgery 

3. Which Polynesian word means ‘prohibited’ or ‘forbidden’? Taboo 

 


