
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 22nd January 2020 
 

Set by: Dave Ess 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 Pauls - All answers contain the word Paul. 
 
 

1. In 1975 who co-founded Microsoft with Bill Gates? 
 

Paul Allen 

2. Who was the leader of the UK Independence Party from November 2016 to June 2017? Paul Nuttall 

3. Who wrote the 1944 existentialist play "No Exit"? 
 

Jean-Paul Sartre 

4. During the French revolution who was murdered in his bath by Charlotte Corday? 
 

Jean-Paul Marat 

5. In 1990, who married American actress Linda Kozlowski? Paul Hogan 

6. Who is the current presenter of the BBC antiques programme Flog It!? 
 

Paul Martin 

7. Which singer did actress Carrie Fisher divorce in 1984? 
 

Paul Simon 

8. Which actor is known for his roles as Barry Grant in the soap opera "Brookside" and Des 
Taviner in the ITV drama "The Bill"? 

Paul Usher 

9. Which designer, who was born in 1952, was known as the 'enfant terrible of French fashion'? Jean-Paul Gaultier 

10. Who drove the car in which Princess Diana met her death? Henri Paul 

 



Team Round 2 
1. 2019 UK general election Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which constituency was the first to declare a result? Newcastle (upon Tyne) Central 

b) How many seats did the Scottish National Party win? 48 

c) As from the 2017 general election, Labour gained just one constituency. What was it? Putney 

2. Pauls in music All answers contain the word Paul 
a) Who is seen smashing his bass guitar against the stage on the front cover of The Clash's 1979 

album London Calling? 
 

Paul Simonon 

b) Who had a 1972 number one single on the US Billboard Hot 100 with "Me and Mrs. Jones"? Billy Paul 
 

c) Who had a 1972 UK top 10 single with "Sugar Me"? Lynsey de Paul 

3. Blockbuster idioms Work out the idiom from the clue given 
a) L S F I A B.  Ridiculously easy. 

 
Like shooting fish in a barrel 

b) D G U Y D J.  You're not very good at this. Don't give up your day job 

c) T A R C.  Postpone a plan. Take a rain check 

4. Road junctions Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What is the name of the road junction that links the A1 and A66 trunk roads near Richmond in 

North Yorkshire?  
Scotch Corner 

b) Translating as "Square of the Star", how was the Place Charles de Gaulle, a large road junction 
in Paris, France known prior to 1970?  

Place de l'Étoile 

c) What is the name of the ring junction in Swindon, constructed in 1972, which takes its name 
from a popular ‘60s / ‘70s children's TV series? 

Magic Roundabout 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Pauls in sport All answers contain the word Paul 

a) After Brian Lara who has scored the most runs for the West Indies in Test match cricket?  Shivnarine Chanderpaul 

b) At 70 yards, 8 and a half inches, who is credited with the longest successful penalty kick in an 
international Rugby Union match? 
 

Paul Thorburn 

c) Which footballer scored in both the 1974 World Cup Final and the 1982 World Cup Final? 
 

Paul Breitner 

6. They chaired Inquiries Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In 2009, John Chilcot was appointed chairman of an inquiry into the circumstances surrounding 

what? 
Iraq War 

b) Who chaired an inquiry held throughout 2011 and 2012 into the culture, practices and ethics of 
the British press following the News International phone hacking scandal? 

Lord Justice Leveson 

c) Lord Hutton chaired a 2003 judicial inquiry in the UK to investigate the circumstances 
surrounding whose death? 

David Kelly 

7. Molecules Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What name is given to chemical compounds with molecules bonded together in long repeating 

chains? 
Polymers 

b) What name is given to compounds that have the same molecular formula but different 
chemical structures? 

Isomers 

c) How many carbon atoms are there in one molecule of benzene? 
 

6 (C6H6) 

8. BBC Radio Shipping Forecast Areas Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which area covers nearly all the southern coast of Ireland? 

 
Fastnet 

b) What is only one to be named after a person? FitzRoy 

c) Which area lies between South Utsire and German Bight? 
 

Fisher 



Individual Round 3 The English alphabet. All answers are a single letter of the English alphabet. No letter is repeated. 
 
 

1. Which music magazine, first published in 1986, is the sister publication to the film magazine 
Empire? 

Q 

2. In quantum mechanics, which lower case letter is used to represent Planck’s constant? 
 

h 

3. Which note does an orchestra tune to?  
 

A 

4. Which computer programming language, developed by Dennis Ritchie at Bell Labs, first 
appeared in 1972? 

C  (C+ or C++ are not acceptable 
answers) 

5. What is 13 in hexadecimal? D 

6. Which brand of strong cider (8.0% ABV) is sold in cans that have a distinctive design consisting 
of a black background with a combination of scarlet, gold and white lettering? 

K 

7. Many Burmese names are given which title, which conveys esteem or respect when 
addressing or referring to a person? 

U 

8. How is Tungsten represented on the periodic table of elements?  
 

W 

9. Which commune of the Somme department has the shortest place name in France? Y 

10. Which character did Bernard Lee play in the early James Bond films? M 

 



Team Round 4 
1. British islands Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which island derives its name from the Old English word Sceapig, meaning "Sheep Island"? Isle of Sheppey 

b) What is the largest island in the Firth of Clyde?  
 

Isle of Arran 

c) Known as the legendary "Island of 20,000 Saints", what island is located 1.9 miles off the Llŷn 
Peninsula in North West Wales? 

Bardsey Island 

2. Who replaced…… Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Paul Jones as lead singer of Manfred Mann in 1966? Mike d'Abo 

b) Pan's People as dance troupe on BBC’s Top of the Pops? Ruby Flipper 

c) Mary Berry as judge on Channel 4’s Great British Bake Off? Prue Leith 

3. Replaced what? Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In the mid-1990s Trident replaced what British Naval Ballistic Missile System? Polaris 

b) In 2013 what token did the cat replace in the board game Monopoly? Iron 

c) Cars. The Skoda Karoq officially replaced what model? Yeti 

4. Film series Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In which series of films does the vigilante character Paul Kersey appear? Death Wish 

b) The 1972 novel First Blood, later adapted as the film of the same name, went on to spawn 
which successful film franchise? 

Rambo 

c) Who plays Legolas in The Hobbit film series and Will Turner in the Pirates of the Caribbean film 
series? 

Orlando Bloom 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Egyptians Click here to enter rubric. 

a) In 1997, Boutros Boutros-Ghali became the first Secretary-General of what linguistic 
organisation? 

La Francophonie 

b) Which famous Egyptian was born Michael Shalhoub in Alexandria on 10th April 1932? 
 

Omar Sharif 

c) Who was the wife of the Egyptian Pharaoh Akhenaton? 
 

Nefertiti 

6. Plants botanically speaking   Click here to enter rubric. 
a) If the botanical name of a plant includes the word "alba" what colour will the flowers be? 

 
White 

b) If the botanical name of a plant includes the word "angustifolia" what does that tell you about 
the leaves? 

They will be narrow (accept 
equivalent) 

c) If the two words in a botanical name are joined by an "x" what does this signify? 
 

It's a cross / hybrid 

7. TV spinoffs Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Starring Ram John Holder in the title role, which British sitcom was a spinoff from Desmonds? 

 
Porkpie 

b) The spinoff TV series '90210' is set in which city in Los Angeles County, California? 
 

Beverly Hills 

c) Which Doctor Who spinoff which ran from 2007 to 2011 starred Elisabeth Sladen in the titular 
role?  

The Sarah Jane Adventures 

8. Newspaper editors Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Katharine Viner became the first female editor-in-chief of what newspaper on 1 June 2015, 

succeeding Alan Rusbridger? 
The Guardian 

b) Who is the current editor of The Sun newspaper? Tony Gallagher 

c) Julie Bayley is the editor of which daily tabloid newspaper? Derby Telegraph 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Disambiguation. What can be both............ 
 
 

1. minute planetary bodies and an alternative name for starfish? 
 

Asteroids 

2. a Japanese military dictator and a sports utility vehicle manufactured by Mitsubishi? 
 

Shogun 

3. a slang term for a bet and a flat-bottomed boat? 
 

Punt 

4. a type of sailing vessel and small table mat for a bottle or glass? Coaster 

5. a burrowing rodent and a person who runs errands, especially on a film set or in an office? 
 

Gopher 

6. a fortified wine and a Portuguese archipelago?  
 

Madeira 

7. the amount of money taken by a business and a small folded pastry? 
 

Turnover 

8. a girl's name and a 1984 top ten single for Kool and the Gang? 
 

Joanna 

9. one of the six standard weapons in the game of Cluedo and a 1948 Alfred Hitchcock film? 
 

Rope 

10. unglazed porcelain and a thick, creamy soup of French origin made from puréed seafood or 
vegetables?  

Bisque 

 



Team Round 6 - Joined answers. The last word or syllable/s of the first answer is the first word or syllable/s of the 
second. Read as a joined answer, i.e. without duplicating the word or syllable/s in common. e.g. The best-selling 
brand of sherry in the world and a French striped skunk, the answer would be…..Tío PEPE Le Pew. 

1. Set 1 Click here to enter rubric. 
a) An American Internet company founded in 2006 which focuses on tracking viral content and the 

only miracle mentioned in all four gospels. 
BuzzFEEDing of the 5000 
Thousand / the Multitude 

b) A 1959 Miles Davies studio album and the US equivalent of the Royal Air Force’s Red Arrows. Kind of BLUE Angels 
c) The U.S. version of Action Man and the World Intelligence Network’s "Most Special Agent”. G.I. JOE 90 

2. Set 2 Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What physicist James Chadwick discovered in 1932 and the name of the major airport on the 

Isle of Man. 
NeutRONaldsway 

b) Author of ‘A Book of Mediterranean Food’ and author of the novel ‘This Sporting Life’. Elizabeth DAVID Storey 
 c) A song title linking The Animals, Dr Alban and Bon Jovi and a TV series first aired in 2006 that 

featured John Simm in the lead role. 
It’s My LIFE on Mars 

3. Set 3 Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The last Frenchman to win the Men’s Singles at Roland Garros and an indie rock and folk band 

whose hits include: 5 Years Time and L.I.F.E.G.O.E.S.O.N. 
 

Yannick NOAH and the Whale 

b) The artistic period which followed Baroque and the designer of the 'Little Black Dress’. RoCOCO Chanel 

c) He who in 1979 replaced Barbara Castle as the MP for Blackburn and a 1971 Sam Peckinpah film 
based on the 1969 novel 'The Siege of Trencher's Farm'. 

Jack STRAW Dogs 

4. Set 4 Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The last man to win the Men's Olympic 100 metre title prior to Usain Bolt and an early rapid-fire 

hand cranked weapon. 
Justin GATLINg gun 

b) Author of the novella “The Turn of the Screw” and the artist accused by John Ruskin of "flinging 
a pot of paint in the public's face". 

Henry JAMES Whistler 

c) The title of Oasis’s first album and a 2000 British comedy film starring Hugh Laurie and Joely 
Richardson based on Ben Elton's novel, Inconceivable. 

Definitely MAYBE Baby 
 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Set 5 Click here to enter rubric. 

a) The world's oldest surviving steam locomotive and a Viz magazine comic strip set in Fulchester. Puffing BILLY the Fish 

b) The weight carried by a horse as a handicap and the name given to the par 3, 8th hole on the 
Royal Troon golf course. 

ImPOSTage Stamp 

c) Governor of the Bank of England prior to Mark Carney and the author who used the pen name 
Robert Markham for his 1968 novel Colonel Sun. 

Mervyn KINGsley Amis 
 

6. Set 6 Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Wedge-shaped writing used originally on clay tablets in ancient Mesopotamia and what artist 

Damien Hirst’s large tiger shark was suspended in. 
CuneiFORMaldehyde 

b) Susan Hill's gothic-style novel of 1983 and the surname of the first winner of TV’s I'm a 
Celebrity, Get Me Out of Here. 

The Woman in BLACKburn 

c) She who played Lois Lane in the 1978 film Superman and the English town in which you find the 
Museum of Carpet. 
Kidderminster? 

Margot KIDDERminster 

7. Set 7 Click here to enter rubric. 
a) A film production company founded by Bob and Harvey Weinstein in 1979 and an English 

comedian nicknamed “The Cheeky Chappie". 
MiraMAX Miller 

b) The current poet laureate and a company formed by the merger of 2 competing "sanitary 
engineering” manufacturers in 1969. 

Simon ARMITAGE Shanks 

c) A burial ground for unknown people / paupers and the maximum amount of water a soil can 
hold. 
 

Potter's FIELD capacity 

8. Set 8 Click here to enter rubric. 
a) An American heavy metal band fronted by Dee Snider and a British nun who presented a series 

of BBC TV documentaries on the history of art. 
Twisted SISTER Wendy (Beckett) 

b) The RAF equivalent of Sandhurst and the southernmost capital city in the world. 
 

CranWELLington 

c) A real-life character portrayed on film by Errol Flynn, Clark Gable, Marlon Brando and Mel 
Gibson and the Team Principal of the Red Bull Racing Formula One team. 

Fletcher CHRISTIAN Horner 



Individual Round 7 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. What name was given to the legendary sword of King Arthur? Excalibur 

2. In 1941, Scottish farmer David McLean found a German Messerschmitt airplane ablaze in his field 
along with a parachutist identifying himself as Alfred Horn. What was Horn’s real identity? 

Rudolf Hess 

3. The protagonist of which famous book lives in a dilapidated, old apartment building known as 
Victory Mansions? 

Winston Smith 

4. Which motorway links Bristol city centre and the M4? M32 

5. What did Henry VIII dissolve in England between 1536 and 1541?         Monasteries (accept priories 
convents and friaries) 

6. What is called the universal solvent because it dissolves more substances than any other 
solvent? 

Water (accept Alkahest, in alchemy 
known as ‘universal solvent’) 

7. According to the film “The Life of Brian” who has a wife called Incontinentia Buttox? Biggus Dickus 

8. Amharic is the official language of what country? Ethiopia 

9. Who has won 3 MotoGP world championships in: 2010, 2012 and 2015? Jorge Lorenzo 

10. What do the rivers Goyt and Tame become when they meet in Stockport? River Mersey 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Fictional bands Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which fictional rock band were composed of Fleegle, Bingo, Drooper and Snorky? 
 

Banana Splits 

b) Created by Eric Idle and Neil Innes for 1970s TV, which originally fictional band became an 
actual group, whilst remaining a parody of the Beatles?  

The Rutles 

c) The Max Rebo Band, a fictional alien pop music band, first appeared in which 1983 film? Return of the Jedi 

2. Racehorses Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which British Thoroughbred racehorse who won seventeen of his eighteen races was named 

after an Arthur Conan Doyle character? 
Brigadier Gerard 

b) Which horse won his 4th consecutive King George VI Chase at Kempton in 2009, and went on to 
win it a fifth time in 2011?  

Kauto Star 

c) In 2012 which horse narrowly missed out on the English Triple Crown when he was beaten by 
three quarters of a length by Encke in the St. Leger? 

Camelot 

3. Magazines Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Melody Maker merged with which long-standing rival and sister publication in 2000? New Musical Express 

b) In 1859, which author founded the weekly magazine 'All the Year Round', a successor to his 
previous publication 'Household Words'? 

Charles Dickens 

c) Which magazine was at the centre of an U.K. obscenity trial in 1971? Oz  

4. Cosmetics Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Venetian ceruse was a 16th-century cosmetic used as a skin whitener. What was its main 

ingredient? 
White Lead 

b) Which cosmetics company started life as the “California Perfume Company” in 1886? Avon 

c) Ohaguro, which was practiced in Japan for hundreds of years, involved blackening what part of 
the body? 

Teeth 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Film quotes Click here to enter rubric. 

a) In which 2004 film does Denzel Washington's character say to Dakota Fanning’s character, 
“There’s no such thing as tough. There’s trained and there’s untrained. Now which are you?” 

Man on Fire 

b) In which film does Groucho Marx say “One morning I shot an elephant in my pyjamas. How he 
got in my pyjamas I don't know”? 

Animal Crackers 

c) In which 1950 film does Bette Davis utter the line “Fasten your seatbelts, it's going to be a 
bumpy night”? 

All About Eve 

6. Blockbusters Click here to enter rubric. 
a) T M C.  Located in Volvograd, the tallest statue in Europe. 

 
The Motherland Calls 

b) G O R.  An Australian National Heritage listed highway that stretches 151 miles along the south-
eastern coast between the Victorian cities of Torquay and Allansford. 

Great Ocean Road 

c) S T H.  A series of video games in which Doctor Eggman is the main antagonist. 
 

Sonic the Hedgehog 

7. Laws Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Whose law asserts that "As an online discussion grows longer, the probability of a comparison 

involving Nazis or Hitler approaches 1"?  
Godwin's Law 

b) In 1846, which British Prime Minister repealed the Corn Laws? 
 

Sir Robert Peel 

c) Which law, originating around AD 500 during the reign of the first Frankish King, Clovis, 
prevents a woman from succeeding to a throne?  

Salic / Salian law 

8. Complete the advertising slogans All are one-word answers 
 a) In a series of Guinness adverts of the 1990s and 2000s “Good things come to those who……?  Wait 

b) There are things money can’t buy. For everything else, there’s……? Mastercard 

c) Time for a sharp exit. Time for a cool sharp……? Harp 



Beer Round 
Click here to enter rubric. 

1. Blockbuster idioms Work out the idiom from the clue given 
a) B U T W T.  Making a wrong assumption about someone or something. Barking up the wrong tree 

b) S U O S O.  Improve your performance or leave. Shape up or ship out 

c) B A R A A H P.  Faced with two equally undesirable alternatives. Between a rock and a hard 
place 

2. Blockbuster idioms Work out the idiom from the clue given 
a) Y C S T A.  I completely agree. You can say that again 

b) T B T S S B.  An excellent invention. The best thing since sliced 
bread 

c) E H L T B.  The show’s over, it’s time to go home now. Elvis has left the building 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. What is the Cornish name for Cornwall? Kernow 

2. What horse race is known as 'The Run for the Roses'? The Kentucky Derby 

3. What name was given to soldiers who travelled on horse but dismounted to fight on foot?  Dragoons 

 


