
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, March 4th 2020 
 

Set by: TCB 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1Towns & Cities.  Each answer features the name of a town or city. Not necessarily same spelling. 
 
 

1. Which football team is said to derive its name from Edward VII’s queen? Crewe Alexandra 

2. Who wrote the novels “Call of the Wild” and “White Fang”? Jack London 

3. Which popular piece of music for piano and orchestra was written by Richard Addinsell for the 
film “Dangerous Moonlight”? 

Warsaw Concerto 

4. Who was the lead singer of the folk band “The Seekers”? Judith Durham 

5. Which well-known, female broadcaster and journalist was famously dubbed “the thinking 
man’s crumpet” by the humourist and broadcaster Frank Muir? 

Joan Bakewell 

6. What was the name of the character portrayed by Nigel Hawthorne in the T.V. comedies “Yes, 
Minister” and “Yes, Prime Minister”? 

Sir Humphrey Appleby 

7. What was the name of the aeroplane in which Charles Lindberg made the 1st solo 
transatlantic flight in 1927? 

Spirit of Saint Louis 

8. In a career lasting 42 years, which actor has gone from T.V.’s “Rising Damp” to “Death in 
Paradise”? 

Don Warrington 

9. Appearing first in the novel “The Big Sleep” which private detective was the creation of 
Raymond Chandler? 

Philip Marlowe 

10. Which English actress is best known for her role as Jenny Gifford in the hit T.V. drama series 
“Cold Feet” 

Fay Ripley 

 



Team Round 2 Countries of the world 
1. India . 

a) In the Trinity of the major gods of Hinduism which god is considered the Creator? Brahma 

b) Jaipur is the capital of which Indian state? Rajasthan 

c) Who Is India’s Prime Minister? Mr Narendra Modi 

2. Scotland . 
a) Which city is the capital of the Highland region of Scotland? Inverness 

b) Which composer wrote the “Scottish Symphony”? Felix Mendelssohn 

c) Which is the only body of water in Scotland that is named as a lake, not a loch, on O.S. maps? Lake of Menteith 
 

3. New Zealand . 
a) Famous for Bungy Jumping, jet-boating and snow sports, which resort town on South Island is 

known as the adventure tourism capital of the country? 
Queenstown 

b) The New Zealand wine region of Central Otago is best known for producing red wines from 
which grape variety? 

Pinot Noir 

c) Which New Zealand soprano famously sang at the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana 
Spencer? 

Kiri te Kanawa 

4. Egypt . 
a) Which huge temple was dismantled in 1953 and rebuilt, stone by stone, to prevent its 

inundation during the construction of the Aswan High Dam? 
Abu Simbel 

b) By population, which is Egypt’s second largest city? Alexandria 

c) Who was the Egyptian god of the dead and the afterlife? Osiris 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Germany . 

a) In 1933, which President of Germany appointed Adolph Hitler as Chancellor? Paul von Hindenburg 

b) Which is Germany’s highest mountain? Zugspitze 

c) What is the English name of the German dish “Schwartzwalder torte” Black Forest Gateau (or cake) 

6. Ireland . 
a) At a venue some 5 miles from Cork, what should you bend over backwards to get at? The Blarney Stone 

b) At time of writing, which politician is the leader of Northern Ireland’s Democratic Unionist 
Party? 

Arlene Foster 

c) On which river does the city of Belfast stand? R. Lagan 

7. Greece . 
a) Who was the only Greek god to be worshipped under the same name by the Romans? Apollo 

b) What name is given to the Greek dish of leg of lamb slowly roasted with garlic, butter, lemon 
and oregano? 

Kleftico 

c) The Greek island of Kerkira, from which Albania is clearly visible, is better known to us by what 
name? 

Corfu 

8. Australia . 
a) Australia’s highest mountain, Kosciuszko, is in which state? New South Wales 

b) In 1967, which Australian Prime Minister famously disappeared whilst swimming in the sea near 
Portsea, Victoria? 

Harold Holt 

c) “My Gorgeous Life” is the title of which famous Australian’s autobiography? Dame Edna Everage 



Individual Round 3 Names & Nicknames 
 
 

1. Which ex-England test batsman turned media pundit has the nickname “Bumble” David Lloyd 

2. What was Elvis Presley’s middle name? Aaron 

3. What name is given to a narrow stretch of land that connects two larger land masses? Isthmus 

4. What was the name of the British designer and craftsman who was the main driver of the 
Victorian “Arts and Crafts” movement?  

William Morris 

5. What was the name of the swan princess in Tchaikovsky’ s ballet “Swan Lake”? Odette 

6. What was the name of the ship, caught up in the Chinese civil war, whose story was told in the 
1957 film “The Yangtse Incident”? 

H.M.S. Amethyst 

7. Which popular British soprano is nicknamed “the Doncaster Diva” Lesley Garrett 

8. Which city on the Balkan peninsula did Lord Byron name “the Pearl of the Adriatic”? Dubrovnik 

9. What name does the Bible give to the last great battle between good and evil? Armageddon 

10. In the television sitcom “Dad’s Army” what is the first name of Captain Mainwaring’s wife who 
is often referred to but never seen? 

Elizabeth 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Fairies . 

a) In which early Walt Disney full-length feature cartoon does the “Blue Fairy” appear? Pinnochio 

b) Published in 1590 and one of the longest poems in the English language, who wrote “The 
Faerie Queen”? 

Edmund Spenser 

c) Moth and Peaseblossom are two of the four fairies who attend Oberon and Titania in 
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”.  Name either of the other two. 

One of Cobweb or Mustardseed 

2. Weather Each answer makes reference to an aspect of the weather 
a) Which Pulitzer prize-winning poet wrote the poem “The Road Not Taken”? Robert Frost 

b) “Chasing Cars” is the biggest selling single for which alternative rock band? Snow Patrol 

c) What is the title of the personal anthem of the U.S. President, often accompanying his 
appearance at state events? 

“Hail to the Chief” 

3. British Ex-Politicians  
a) Which ex-government minister is rarely seen on T.V. without his “Bradshaw”? Michael Portillo 

b) Which ex-government minister is now Facebook’s Head of Global Policy and 
Communications? 

Nick Clegg 

c) In December 2019, which ex-government minister became the first “celebrity” to be voted off 
ITV’s “The Masked Singer”? 

Alan Johnson 

4. Phrases in other languages Give the meanings of these well-used phrases from foreign languages. 
a) From Latin, and often said of British Prime Ministers, “Primus Inter Pares” First Amongst Equals 

 
b) From the French, the motto of the Order of the Garter, “Honi soit qui mal y pense” Shame be to him who thinks Evil 

(Accept words to that effect) 
c) From the Italian and often used in Music “Ma Non Troppo” But Not Too Much 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Cats  . 

a) In the 2019 film version of Andrew Lloyd-Webber’s musical “Cats” which well-known thespian 
played the part of “Old Deuteronomy”? 

Judy Dench 

b) Which fashion icon, who died in 2019, left part of his £153M fortune to his cat Choupette, 
already known as “the richest cat in the world”? 

Karl Lagerfeld 

c) Which of the world’s big cats ranges the furthest south? S. American Puma (accept Cougar, 
Mountain Lion, Red tiger, or catamount) 

6. Sailing . 
a) What was the name of the sailing ship in which Jacques Cousteau made his voyages of 

underwater wildlife discovery? 
Calypso 

b) “Sailing By”, played every night before the BBC Shipping Forecast, is a work by which British 
composer of light music also known for his “Elizabethan Serenade”? 

Ronald Binge 

c) What name is given to a sail which, when deployed, fills with wind and balloons out in front 
of a sailing boat? 

Spinnaker (accept kite or chute) 

7. Some Science . 
a) What name is given to the process by which a solid changes directly into a gas without going 

through a liquid phase? 
Sublimation 

b) Which highly flammable and useful gas is produced when water reacts with calcium carbide? Acetylene (accept ethyne, but 
**not** ethane or ethene) 

c) Which organ of the human body produces bile? Liver 
(but stored in the gall bladder) 

8. Texas . 
a) In which modern-day city would you find the site of the “Battle of the Alamo”? San Antonio 

b) What sport would you be playing if you were involved in a “Texas Scramble”? Golf 

c) Whose “eyes were bright as diamonds and sparkled like the dew”? The Yellow Rose of Texas 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Animal, Vegetable, Mineral. 
 
 

1. Which part of the human body has the medical name “Hallux”? Big Toe 

2. Granadilla is an alternative name for which dessert fruit? Passion Fruit 

3. What name is given to the pigmented calcium fluoride deposits found only in Derbyshire? Blue John 

4. Which wild mammal is usually cited as Britain’s largest carnivore? Badger 

5. What is the main ingredient of the Middle Eastern dish Falafel? Chickpeas 

6. Who wrote the novella “The Diamond as Big as the Ritz”? F. Scott Fitzgerald 

7. Which fictional character owned a parrot called “Polynesia”? Doctor Doolittle 

8. “Charlotte” and “Pink Fir Apple” are varieties of which vegetable? Potato 

9. Galena is the principle ore of which metal? Lead 

10. Which British wild animal makes its home in a “fortress”? Mole 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Cities . 

a) The city of Ankh-Morpork features in many of the novels of which author? Terry Pratchett 
(the “Discworld” series) 

b) In which city was Boris Johnson born? New York 

c) Cheyenne is the state capital of which American state?? Wyoming 

2. Seconds . 
a) According to the trade magazine “The Morning Advertiser”, the “Red Lion” is the most 

common pub name in the UK.  Which name is second on their list? 
The Crown 

b) Which is the second largest city in Austria after Vienna? Graz 

c) After the “Penny Black” which was the second postage stamp to be issued in the UK? Two Penny Blue 

3. Numbers . 
a) In a popular BBC TV sitcom at what number did “The Kumars” reside No 42 

b) When one number is divided by another, what name is given to the result? Quotient 

c) In the book “Les Miserables” by Victor Hugo what was the number of the prisoner Jean 
Valjean? 

24601 

4. Knights . 
a) In which ballet does the “Dance of the Knights” feature? Romeo & Juliet 

(by Prokofiev) 
b) Which famous sportsman was nicknamed “the black knight” because of the colour of his 

sports attire? 
Gary Player 

c) Which of King Arthur’s knights was given responsibility for returning “Excalibur” to the Lady 
of the Lake upon Arthur’s death? 

Sir Bedivere 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Firsts . 

a) Who was the first protestant Archbishop of Canterbury? Thomas Cranmer 

b) In 1898, which department store was the first in the world to install an escalator? Harrods 

c) Issued in 1951 in the USA, which was the world’s first credit card? Diners Club 

6. Birds . 
a) Birds described as “ratite” are unable to do what? Fly 

b) In the sitcom “Birds of a Feather”, in which Essex town within Greater London did the two 
sisters and their friend, Dorian, live? 

Chigwell 

c) “Philomel” is the poetic name for which songbird? Nightingale 

7. Buildings of London. . 
a) In which London thoroughfare would you find “The Monument”? Pudding Lane 

b) Which famous building burned down at Sydenham Hill in 1936? The Crystal Palace 

c) To which Saint is Westminster Abbey dedicated? Saint Peter 

8. Landmarks In which cities of the world would you find these landmarks. 
a) Circular Quay Sydney 

b) The “Prater” Wheel Vienna 

c) The “Fenice” Opera House.  (pronounced feneechay) Venice 



Individual Round 7   A Round on islands in fact and fiction. 
 
 

1. According to mythology which island was the birthplace of the Greek goddess Aphrodite? Cyprus 

2. In the novel “Treasure Island” what is the name of the inn where the adventure begins? The Admiral Benbow 

3. Who was the originator and first presenter of radio’s “Desert Island Discs”? Roy Plomley 

4. Which is the largest of the Hawaiian Islands? Hawaii (Accept Big Island) 

5. On which island in 1907, did Robert Baden-Powell set up his first experimental camp, leading 
to the formation of the Scouting Movement? 

Brownsea Island 

6. What is the name of the flying island described in “Gulliver’s Travels”? Laputa 

7. On which Mediterranean island might you hike to the sea through the “Samaria Gorge”, the 
longest in Europe? 

Crete 

8. Which poet penned the famous opening line “No man is an island; entire of itself”? John Donne 

9. To which island archipelago was Archbishop Makarios famously exiled in 1956? Seychelles 

10. Ralph, Jack and Peterkin are the main protagonists of which well-known adventure novel? The Coral Island 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Sisters  

a) In Greek myth how were the sisters “Aglaia, Euphrosyne and Thalia” collectively known? The 3 Graces (accept Charities) 

b) Which singer/songwriter penned the song “Sisters of Mercy”? Leonard Cohen 

c) Which long distance footpath traverses the cliffs of the Seven Sisters? The South Downs Way 

2. Fathers . 
a) Who, after the 2019 general election, became “father” of the House of Commons? (Sir) Peter Bottomley 

b) In the famous weathervane at Lords cricket ground what is old Father Time doing? Removing (or replacing) bails from 
a set of stumps. 

c) Which scientist is credited with being “the father of the atom bomb”? Robert Oppenheimer 

3. Houses . 
a) The French kings Louis 13th, 14th 15th and 16th were all from which royal house? Bourbon 

b) From a novel by Dostoevsky, which Czech composer wrote the opera “From the House of the 
Dead”? 

Janacek 

c) What is the first name of the character played by Hugh Laurie in the TV drama “House”? Gregory 

4. Ships . 
a) What was the name of the ship which rescued some 700 survivors from the RMS Titanic in 

1912? 
Carpathia 

b) At the end of World War II on which ship was the Japanese unconditional surrender signed? USS Missouri 

c) In Bram Stoker’s novel “Dracula” which ship transported the Count from Transylvania to 
Whitby? 

Demeter 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Brothers . 

a) Which rock band released the 1985 album “Brothers in Arms”? Dire Straits 

b) What was the Christian name of the brother of the Bronte sisters? Branwell 

c) The novel “A Morbid Taste for Bones” saw the first of many appearances of which amateur 
sleuth? 

Brother Cadfael 

6. Uncles. . 
a) Which author created “Uncle Remus”? Joel Chandler Harris 

b) What 2-word term is used to describe a mentor who gives firm, but benevolent, advice? Dutch Uncle 

c) In the “Addams Family” what was the name of Gomez’s “long-lost brother”? Uncle Fester 

7. Troy . 
a) Which vehicle was piloted by Troy Tempest? Stingray 

b) Who was Queen of Troy during the Trojan War? Hecuba 

c) In the Troy system of measurement how many Troy ounces make up a Troy pound? 12 

8. Battles . 
a) Sold for scrap in1960, what was the name of Britain’s last battleship? HMS Vanguard 

b) In AD 31, the forces of which famous couple were defeated at the naval Battle of Actium? Anthony and Cleopatra 

c) “The Last Battle” is the final book of which well-known series of novels? Chronicles of Narnia 



Beer Round 
. 

1. . . 
a) Which was England’s first National Park? Peak District 

b) “The Walk to the Paradise Garden” is one of Frederick Delius’ most popular pieces of music 
but what was the “Paradise Garden”? 

A Pub 

c) Which English monarch had a favourite named Piers Gaveston? Edward II 

2. . . 
a) Which is England’s largest National Park? Lake District 

b) In the Opera “Susanna’s Secret” by Wolf-Ferrari what is Susannah’s secret? She Smokes 

c) Which English monarch had a favourite named Robert Dudley? Q. Elizabeth 1st 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Susa was once the capital city of which ancient empire? Persian (or Achaemenid), and 
also accept Elamite. 

2. Which is Scotland’s most southerly “Munro” (i.e. mountain higher than 3000 ft)? Ben Lomond 

3. Which is the longest single nerve in the human body? Sciatic Nerve 

 


