
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 12th February 2020 
 

Set by: IT 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics 
are purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”), you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 
 
 

1. In relation to snack food, what turns a BLT into a BLAT? Avocado 

2. According to Sue Townsend’s 1982 book, how old was Adrian Mole at the time he wrote 
his first published diary? 

Thirteen and three-quarters 

3. Sir Matthew Bourne is a noted figure in which field of the arts? Dance/Ballet/Choreography 

4. What animal appears on the warning road sign for wild animals? Deer or Stag 

5. On the A-to-L row of a standard QWERTY keyboard, which is the only letter that does not 
appear in alphabetical order? 

S (ASDFGHJKL) 

6. Double greensomes and Texas scramble are forms of competition in which sport? Golf 

7. With over 900 Grade II listed buildings, which model village on the Wirral peninsula is 
named after a brand of soap? 

Port Sunlight 

8. What was the first name of Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple? Jane 

9. ‘By strength and guile’ is the motto of which elite military group? Special Boat Service/SBS 

10. Which Midlands town was once the home of the Reliant Motor Company? Tamworth 

 



Team Round 2 
1. Agony Aunts  

a) Which Norwegian-born journalist and broadcaster writes a regular agony column in The 
Observer? 

Mariella Frostrup 

b) Which of the Nolan Sisters writes a regular agony column in The Daily Mirror? Coleen (Nolan) 

c) Which former TV-AM agony aunt’s last words were, ‘Tell David Cameron that if he screws 
up my beloved NHS, I’ll come back and haunt him’? Her son is now a noted food critic. 

Claire Rayner 

2. 1983  
a) What hyphenated name was given to the theft of £26 million worth of gold bullion from 

Heathrow International Trading Estate in November of that year? 
Brink’s-Mat Robbery 

b) In 1983, which Manchester United player scored goals in the League Cup Final and the FA 
Cup Final replay on either side of his 18th birthday? 

Norman Whiteside 

c) Which Caribbean island was invaded by US forces on 25th October 1983? Grenada 

3. University Libraries  
a) Which university’s library holds the Book of Kells? Trinity College, Dublin 

b) Philip Larkin was formerly employed as a librarian at the Brynmor Jones Library of which 
university? 

University of Hull 

c) Which library of Oxford University is entitled to receive a copy of every book published in 
the UK or the Republic of Ireland? 

Bodleian Library 

4. Greek Islands  
a) Which Greek island is served by Diagoras International Airport? Rhodes 

b) Which small island in the Dodecanese is the location of the vision given to the disciple 
John in The Book of Revelation? 

Patmos 

c) Two of the nine lyric poets of the Ancient Greek canon, Alcaeus and Sappho, hailed from 
which island? 

Lesbos 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Utopias  

a) Who coined the word ‘Utopia’ as the title of his 1516 book describing a fictional island 
society? 

Sir Thomas More 

b) Which author created ‘The Culture’, an advanced interstellar society that featured in a 
number of his science-fiction books? 

Iain M. Banks 

c) Who created the utopian Himalayan country Shangri-La in his 1933 novel Lost Horizons? James Hilton 

6. States of Matter Which US states share their 2-letter abbreviations with the atomic symbols for the following elements … 
a) Lanthanum Louisiana (La/LA) 

b) Gallium Georgia (Ga/GA) 

c) Meitnerium Montana (Mt/MT) 

7. Antiques and Collectibles   
a) Thomas Tompion (1639–1713) was a noted maker of which items? Clocks/Watches/Timepieces 

b) On what area does Andy McConnell provide expertise on the Antiques Roadshow’? Glass(ware) 

c) Which London store is associated with the work of the pioneering Art Nouveau designer 
Archibald Knox? 

Liberty’s 

8. The 26 Club Three questions about musicians who fell short of joining the notorious 27 Club. 
a) Five Leaves Left was the debut album of which English singer–songwriter who died of an 

overdose of antidepressive drugs aged 26 in 1974? 
Nick Drake 

b) Following the death of Otis Redding in an aircraft crash at the age of 26, which of his songs 
became the first posthumous single to top the US charts? 

(Sittin’ On) The Dock of the Bay 

c) Which pioneering country-rocker’s body was stolen and subjected to a botched 
cremation, following his death from a drug overdose aged 26 in 1973? 

Gram Parsons 



Individual Round 3 
 
 

1. Which hit for Shirley Bassey contains the lyric, “They are all I need to please me//They can 
stimulate and tease me”? 

Diamonds Are Forever 

2. Who was elected Speaker of the House of Commons in November 2019? Sir Lindsay Hoyle 

3. Which author coined the word ‘chortle’, meaning ‘to chuckle gleefully’? Lewis Carroll 

4. What is the name of the largest of the autonomous underwater vehicles carried by the 
research vessel RRS Sir David Attenborough? 

Boaty McBoatface 

5. Who created the character E. L. Wisty, who claimed, “I could have been a judge, but I never 
had the Latin for the judgin’“.? 

Peter Cook 

6. The arena that stages the finals of the Australian Open Tennis Championships is named 
after which two-times winner of the tennis Grand Slam? 

Rod Laver 

7. Which TV panel show celebrated its 50th anniversary in January 2020? A Question of Sport 

8. According to the RSPB, what is the smallest bird of prey native to the UK? Merlin or Falco columbarius 

9. Which of the five quiz experts on The Chase is known as ‘The Bolton Brainiac’? Jenny Ryan or The Vixen 

10. Which city in Southeast Asia is named after a former apprentice pastry chef who trained 
under Escoffier? 

Ho Chi Minh City 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Italian Sportsmen  

a) Nicknamed ‘La Bomba’, which alpine skier dominated World and Olympic slalom and giant 
slalom competitions in the late 1980s and early 1990s? 

Alberto Tomba 

b) Which Italian forward currently holds the record for the most appearances by any player in 
Six Nations rugby? 

Sergio Parisse 

c) Which Italian rider has won seven MotoGP World Championships since 2000, and is the 
only racer to have competed in more than 400 Grand Prix? 

Valentino Rossi 

2. Second in 2019  
a) Who finished second to Egon Bernal in the Tour de France in 2019? Geraint Thomas 

b) Who was runner-up to Boris Johnson in the election for the leadership of the Conservative 
Party in July 2019? 

Jeremy Hunt 

c) Lionel Messi was awarded the Ballon d’Or in 2019; which Liverpool player was the runner-
up? 

Virgil van Dijk 

3. Dystopias  
a) Better known as a writer of crime fiction, who was the author of the 1992 dystopian novel 

The Children of Men? 
P. D. James 

b) Which Canadian author created the theocratic republic of Gilead, the setting for her novels 
The Handmaid’s Tale and The Testaments? 

Margaret Atwood 

c) Written by Suzanne Collins, which trilogy of works for young adults is set in the totalitarian 
country of Panem? 

The Hunger Games 

4. Unfinished Buildings  
a) Known as “Edinburgh’s Disgrace”, the uncompleted National Monument of Scotland was 

intended as a re-creation of which ancient Greek temple? 
The Parthenon 

b) Which uncompleted Norman castle, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is situated on the 
Island of Anglesey near the eastern entrance to the Menai Strait? 

Beaumaris Castle 

c) The crypt under Liverpool’s Roman Catholic Cathedral is the only surviving part of which 
architect’s ambitious original design for the building? 

Edward Lutyens 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Missing Thirds  

a) Gilbert and Sullivan’s Three Little Maids from School were Peep-Bo, Pitti-Sing, and who 
else? 

Yum-Yum 

b) The three ships in Christopher Columbus’s 1492 fleet were the La Santa Maria, La Pinta, 
and which other? 

La Niña 

c) The three types of muscle tissue in the human body are smooth, skeletal, and which other? Cardiac 

6. Words  
a) Of what is semiotics the scientific study? Signs/symbols or disease 

symptoms 
b) Which word can mean a person or thing that brings bad luck or a standing column of rock 

formed by erosion? 
Hoodoo 

c) A unit equivalent to 500,000 followers on Twitter is named after which alliteratively named 
Star Trek: The Next Generation actor? 

Wil Wheaton 

7. Oscar Winners  
a) Who is the only person to have won both a Turner Prize and an Oscar? Steve McQueen 

b) Which Oscar-winning German composer created the theme tune to the TV quiz show Going 
for Gold? 

Hans Zimmer 

c) Who is the only Oscar winner to be elected to the House of Commons? Glenda Jackson 

8. Double Nobel Prize Winners  
a) For his work on the development of the transistor and for his later theory of 

superconductivity, who is the only two-times winner of the Nobel Prize in Physics? 
John Bardeen 

b) For his work on the sequence of insulin and later work on sequencing of nucleic acids, 
which British biochemist is the only two-times winner of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry? 

Fred(rick) Sanger 

c) Who is the only person to have won Nobel Prizes in both Physics and Chemistry, doing so in 
1903 and 1911, respectively? 

Marie Curie/Maria Skłodowska 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5:  
1. Emilie Charlotte Le Breton, born in 1853 on the island of Jersey, is better known by what 

name? 
Lillie Langtry (The Jersey Lilly) 

2. In the Paul Simon song 50 Ways to Leave Your Lover, what is Gus advised to do? Hop on the Bus 

3. In August 2018, which entertainer’s ashes were interred beneath the stage of the London 
Palladium? 

Bruce Forsyth 

4. First heard on the 5th of February 1924, which audible signal was devised by Astronomer 
Royal Frank Dyson? 

Greenwich Time Signal/Pips 

5. A tree and a door form the goals in which regular public-school sporting encounter? Eton Wall Game 

6. Which noted Italian author died on the 19th of February 2016, the same day as Harper 
Lee? 

Umberto Eco 

7. Of which intimidating footballer, nicknamed ‘The Anfield Iron’, did Bill Shankly say, ‘[he] 
wasn’t born; he was quarried’? 

Tommy Smith 

8. Which gas emitted by bananas can accelerate the ripening of other fruit and shortens the 
life of cut flowers? 

Ethylene or Ethene 

9. Which writer and angler bequeathed his cottage in the village of Chebsey for the benefit of 
the poor of Stafford? The house is now a museum. 

Isaak Walton 

10. Who is the only member of the House of Commons who is allowed, on certain occasions, 
to consume alcoholic drinks in the Chamber? 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(during Budget speeches) 

 
 



Team Round 6 
1. The History of Rome  

a) Reigning from 96 to 98 CE, who was the first of the so-called ‘Five Good Emperors’ of 
Rome? 

Nerva 

b) Together with Julius Caesar and Marcus Licinius Crassus, which politician made up the 
First Triumvirate (60–53 BCE)? 

Pompey (the Great) or Gnaeus 
Pompeius Magnus 

c) A son of Marcus Aurelius, which tyrannical Roman emperor fought in the ring as a 
gladiator and was strangled to death during a wrestling match? 

Commodus 

2. The Shining  
a) Which term for the proportion of solar radiation reflected by an astronomical body was 

coined by Johann Heinrich Lambert in 1760? 
Albedo 

b) Which German physicist gives his name to a series of dark lines in the solar spectrum, 
produced by absorption by various chemical elements in the solar atmosphere? 

Joseph von Fraunhofer 

c) Which Scottish scientist formulated a theory of electromagnetic radiation, proving that 
magnetism, electricity, and light are different manifestations of the same phenomenon? 

James Clerk Maxwell 

3. World Heritage Sites  

a) Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Leap is a UNESCO World Heritage Site in which country? Canada 

b) One of the most biologically diverse regions on the planet, the Western Ghats are a 
mountain range in which country? 

India 

c) Featuring thousands of limestone karsts and islands of various shapes and sizes, Hạ Long 
Bay is a World Heritage site and popular tourist destination in which country? 

Vietnam 

4. London Ceremonies  
a) The holder of which office is sworn in each November in a ritual known as ‘The Silent 

Ceremony’? 
Lord Mayor (of London) 

b) Which ceremony is held nightly at the main gate of the Tower of London? The Ceremony of the Keys 

c) Dating back to 1692, the Ceremony of the Christmas Cheeses is held annually to mark a 
donation of cheeses to inmates of which London institution? 

Royal/Chelsea Hospital 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Around the UK  

a) Oakham Castle contains a collection of more than 250 examples of which item, 
traditionally presented by visiting peers of the realm and other dignitaries? 

Horseshoe(s) 

b) Situated in Berkshire, with an area of 28.53 square kilometres, which is the largest public 
park in the UK? 

Windsor Great Park 

c) According to the Ordnance Survey, which Peak District village is the most popular place in 
Britain from which to start a walk? 

Edale 

6. Fried Food  
a) The name of which curry dish containing green peppers and green chillies translates from 

Bengali as ‘stir-fry’? 
Jalfrezi (zalfrezi/jaffrazi) 

b) The shallow-fried Scottish dish rumbledethumps (Rumble-D-Thumps) is a close relative of 
which English dish? 

Bubble and Squeak 

c) Which Indonesian dish, whose name literally means ‘fried rice’, is traditionally served at 
breakfast time? 

Nasi Goreng 

7. One Song to the Tune of Another  
a) The patriotic hymn I Vow to Thee, My Country is sung to a tune adapted from which piece 

of classical music, part of a larger suite? 
Jupiter (from Holst’s Planets 
Suite)  

b) His last US solo number-one hit, which song by Neil Diamond is based on Mozart’s Piano 
Concerto No. 21, also known as the Elvira Madigan concerto? 

Song Sung Blue 

c) Once a de facto national anthem of the USA, the patriotic song America (My Country ‘Tis 
of Thee) is sung to the tune to which familiar song? 

God Save the Queen 

8. Taglines to Films of the 2010s Which films had the following taglines? 
a) Help is only 140 million miles away (2015) The Martian 

b) Put on a happy face (2019) Joker 

c) When 400,000 men couldn’t get home, home came for them. (2017) Dunkirk 



 
Individual Round 7 

1. Which fictional character’s life was continually disrupted by the demands of his aunts, 
Dahlia and Agatha? 

Bertie Wooster 

2. In cockney rhyming slang for money, how much is a ‘lady’? £5 (Lady Godiva—Fiver) 

3. Who succeeded Carol Anne Duffy as Poet Laureate in May 2019? Simon Armitage 

4. What do the initials ‘OST’ represent alongside the name of an album in the Official Album 
Charts? 

Official Sound Track (accept 
Original Sound Track) 

5. In October 1992, Pope Benedict grudgingly admitted the injustice of whose 1663 
conviction for heretical beliefs? 

Galileo Galilei 

6. Saint Piran is generally regarded as the patron saint of which English county? Cornwall 

7. Which letter is used to represent the transcendental number that is the base of natural 
logarithms? 

e 

8. What name is shared by a flightless South American bird and the second-largest moon of 
Saturn? 

Rhea 

9. All postcodes in Northern Ireland begin with which two letters? BT 

10. Which upmarket brand of handbags and purses features a signature Scottie-dog logo? Radley London 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Copper  

a) The Copper Family are a noted multigenerational group of singers in which musical genre? Traditional or Folk (music) 

b) Meaning ‘guaranteed to be trustworthy’, which familiar phrase is derived from a method 
once used by the Royal Navy to prevent shipworms from attacking wooden-hulled ships? 

Copper-Bottomed 

c) Consisting of ginger beer, lime juice, and vodka, which cocktail is often served in a copper 
mug? 

Moscow Mule 

2. Lead  
a) In 1993, which 55-metre-tall twelfth-century structure was stabilized using 600 metric 

tonnes of lead? 
Leaning Tower of Pisa 

b) What was the stage name of the singer Huddy Ledbetter? Lead Belly 

c) Which comedian co-created and starred in the BBC comedy series Lead Balloon? Jack Dee 

3. Gold  
a) In 2008–9, which UK TV channel briefly revived the popular BBC quiz show Going for Gold?  Five 

b) Who won the gold medal in the heptathlon at the 2019 World Athletic Championships in 
Doha? 

Katarina Johnson-Thompson 

c) Derived from a fairy tale, what term is used for the region surrounding a star where life on 
an orbiting planet might be possible? 

Goldilocks Zone 

4. Iron  
a) Consisting of 100 cast-iron figures of naked men facing out to sea, Anthony Gormley’s 

sculpture Another Place can be seen on which Merseyside beach? 
Crosby 

b) Which poet laureate wrote the 1968 novel The Iron Man: A Children’s Story in Five Nights 
and its 1993 sequel The Iron Woman? 

Ted Hughes 

c) The Bulwarks iron-age hill fort is found in which village near the Leicestershire–Derbyshire 
border, whose name contains three different word roots all meaning “high ground”? 

Breedon on the Hill 
(Bre, Dun, Hill) 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Zinc  

a) Which impure form of zinc was once commonly used as a low-cost replacement for 
bronze in cast articles such as candlesticks, clock cases, and figurines? 

Spelter 

b) Which soothing lotion consists of a suspension of zinc oxide with a small proportion of 
ferric oxide that gives it a pale-pink colour? 

Calamine (lotion) 

c) Which metallurgical process consumes more than half of the world’s total zinc 
production? 

Galvanizing steel/galvanization 

6. Silver  
a) The prototypical ‘pirate voice’ was provided by which actor in the role of Long John Silver 

in Disney’s 1950 film version of Treasure Island? 
Robert Newton 

b) Sung by Jim Diamond, Hi Ho Silver was the theme tune to which ITV crime drama set in 
Birmingham and, later, Nottingham? 

Boon 

c) Although its effectiveness is not statically proven, large amounts of silver iodide are used 
each year in which climate-based activity? 

Cloud seeding/rainmaking 

7. Tin  
a) Which town in South Wales was once known as ‘Tinopolis’? Llanelli 

b) What name was once applied to West 28th Street, New York, between Fifth and Sixth 
Avenues? 

Tin Pan Alley 

c) Who was the male star of the 1996 film Tin Cup? Kevin Costner 

8. Sodium  
a) According to a well-known clerihew, who ‘lived in the odium of having discovered 

sodium’? 
Sir Humphrey Davy 

b) Although its use is now banned, sodium chlorate was formerly used for which 
horticultural purpose? 

Weed Killer/Herbicide 

c) In the poem Planning Matters, which Poet Laureate likened the characteristic colour of 
sodium street lighting to ‘yellow vomit’? 

Sir John Betjeman 



Beer Round 
 

1. 007, Families, and Unlikely Romantic Novelists  
a) Which James Bond novel had the rather unfortunate working title The Undertaker’s Wind? Live and Let Die 

b) Frederick and William Temple are the only father and son to have held which post? Archbishop of Canterbury 

c) Which major historical figure wrote the romantic novel Clisson et Eugénie? Napoleon Boneparte 

2.   
a) Which James Bond novel had the working title The Richest Man in the World? Goldfinger 

b) Arthur and Harold Gilligan are the only pair of brothers to have captained England in which 
sport? 

Cricket 

c) Which 20th century dictator wrote the romantic novel Zabibah and the King? Saddam Hussein 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Which Geordie singer has been a series winner on The X-Factor, Popstar to Opera Star, and 
The Jump? 

Joe McElderry 

2. The actress that plays Rey in the latest trilogy of Star Wars films is a great-niece of which 
Dad’s Army regular? 

Arnold Ridley (Daisy Ridley) 

3. In September 2019, which member of the royal family was the guest editor of the British 
edition of Vogue? 

Megan Markle or Duchess of 
Sussex  

 


