
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 19th February 2020 
 

Set by: DE 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1  
 
 

1. What is the chemical formula of ozone? O3 

2. Which organ of the body is affected by epistaxis? Nose (Nosebleed) 

3. At which 1685 battle was the Duke of Monmouth’s Rebellion defeated? Sedgemoor 

4. In which modern country is Mount Ararat, where, according to tradition, Noah’s Ark came to 
rest? 

Turkey 

5. In which year were the first Winter Olympics held? 1924 

6. Which is the only country to have Catalan as an official language? Andorra 

7. What kind of lake is formed when a river meander is cut off or “abandoned”? Oxbow lake 

8. In chess, which piece lands on a square of the opposite colour whenever it moves? Knight 

9. What is the clarified butter widely used in South Asian cookery? Ghee (Accept Ghruta) 

10. What was the unique contribution of mime artist Marcel Marceau to Mel Brooks’ Silent 
Movie? 

Only speaking part or equivalent 

 
  



Team Round 2 
1. Sickness Meets Celebrity  

a) Which baseball legend‘s name is sometimes applied to the most common form of motor 
neurone disease?  

Lou Gehrig 

b) Alluding to three alleged incidents in her life, Marie Antoinette syndrome describes which 
stress-related physical change?  

Hair suddenly turning white 
(Accept grey) 

c) Named after a vintage Hollywood couple, both renowned for their deep voices, what is the 
full name of the voice disorder, BBS, caused by overuse of the vocal cords? 

Bogart-Bacall syndrome  
(Accept Bacall-Bogart) 

2. Nature Meets Politics  
a) After losing the Republican presidential nomination, which former president founded and 

stood for the Bull Moose Party? 
Theodore Roosevelt 
 

b) Which flower is an emblem for Green Parties worldwide, including that of the UK? Sunflower 

c) Remembered in a New York location, which Mayor of New York was affectionately known as 
The Little Flower? 

Fiorello La Guardia 

3. Food Meets Physics  
a) What can be both an elementary particle and a soft cheese? Quark 

b) Which Nobel Prize-winning physicist proposed the Plum Pudding Model for the atom? J.J. (or Joseph John) Thomson  

c) Which cooking aid, formerly called a steam digester, was invented in 1679 by Denis Papin? Pressure cooker 

4. Mythology Meets Astronomy  
a) The dwarf planet Sedna, when discovered in 2003, was named, unusually, after a sea goddess 

of which people? 
Inuit (Accept Eskimos) 

b) In Ancient Egypt, which goddess’s arched body was believed to form the night sky? Nut 

c) Whose W-shaped constellation neighbours those of her husband, Cepheus, and her daughter 
Andromeda? 

Cassiopeia 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Drink Meets Religion  

a) Who was the monk credited with inventing the Methode Champenoise for making sparkling 
wine? 
  

Dom Pérignon 

b) Translating as “tears of Christ”, which wine is made from grapes grown on the slopes of 
Mount Vesuvius?  

Lacryma Christi 

c) Which green or yellow liqueur has been made near Grenoble since 1737 by Carthusian 
monks? 

Chartreuse 

6. Hairdressing Meets Hollywood  
a) What is the name for the hairstyle inspired by Jennifer Aniston’s? The Rachel 

b) Born Constance Ockelman, which blonde 1940s star was associated with the Peek-a-Boo 
hairstyle (that is, long waves, parted on the left, partially obscuring the right eye)? 

Veronica Lake 

c) Which star’s name is given to the style whose swept back sides meet at the back to resemble 
a duck’s rear end, hence it’s alternative name “D.A.”? 

Tony Curtis 

7. Sport Meets History  
a) The swearing of the Tennis Court Oath was a pivotal event of which political upheaval? French Revolution 

b) Name either of the two countries that fought the 1969 “Football War”, triggered by a riot at a 
World Cup qualifier? 

El Salvador or Honduras 

c) In which University’s racquets court did Enrico Fermi build the first nuclear reactor? Chicago 

8. Art Meets Music  
a) Whose 1874 piano suite was an evocation of the paintings of Russian artist Viktor Hartmann? Modest Mussorgsky 

(Pictures at an Exhibition) 
b) Once described as “the quintessential Jewish artist of the twentieth century”, whose work 

inspired the title of the musical, Fiddler on the Roof? 
Marc Chagall 

c) Which “one-hit wonders” enjoyed a 1978 number one praising L.S. Lowry’s Matchstalk Men 
and Matchstalk Cats and Dogs? 

Brian and Michael 



Individual Round 3  
 

1. In which classic futuristic novel do the Eloi and the Morlocks feature? The Time Machine (H.G. Wells) 

2. Which organisation’s motto is “Nation shall speak peace unto nation”?  British Broadcasting Corporation 
or BBC  

3. In the context of Aston Martin models, what does DB stand for? David Brown 

4. Named after another political entity, which body of water separates Iceland from Greenland? Denmark Strait 

5. What was the surname of the twin brothers who founded and initially edited the Guinness 
Book of Records? 

McWhirter (Ross and Norris) 

6. In Star Trek, what is the four-word blessing that often accompanies the Vulcan salute? Live long and prosper 

7. What is the apparently agricultural term for the separation of an iceberg from its parent 
glacier? 

(Ice or Glacier or Iceberg) Calving 

8. Who wrote the sitcoms, Open All Hours, Keeping Up Appearances and Last of the Summer 
Wine? 

Roy Clarke 

9. In print or writing, what is the term for the inverted “v” that indicates an omission? Caret 

10. In Arthurian legend, which knight found the Holy Grail? Sir Galahad 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Animal Cousins  

a) Which is the closest relation to the four species of echidna or spiny anteater? (Duck-billed) Platypus 

b) Apart from three species of manatee, which is the only other mammal in the Sirenia order? Dugong 

c) To which family of mammals does the aardwolf belong? Hyenas or Hyaenidae 
 

2. Shakespearean Subtitles  
a) Which Shakespeare comedy has the subtitle What You Will? Twelfth Night 

b) Which history has the subtitle All Is True? Henry VIII 

c) Which four words complete the full title of The Tragedy of Othello,...? ...the Moor of Venice 

3. TV Locations  
a) Renamed Portwenn for the programme, in which Cornish village is Doc Martin filmed? Port Isaac 

 
b) Which Hampshire stately home doubles as Downton Abbey? Highclere Castle 

c) Which drama, with five series to date, regularly uses the Black Country Living Museum as a 
filming location? 

Peaky Blinders 

4. The Irish in English  
a) Which number’s traditional bingo call incorporates an Irish surname?  1 (“Kelly’s eye”) 

b) Which adage, also known as Sod’s Law, can be summarised as “Anything that can go wrong 
will go wrong”? 

Murphy’s Law 

c) Which Irish surname can also be a communal stew to which many contribute available 
ingredients?  

Mulligan 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. In Training  

a) What is the name of the FA’s national football centre, where England football teams train? St George’s Park 

b) Referring to a geometric shape, what is the more formal name for a cross-trainer, a device 
familiar to gymnasium users, incorporating a pair of long pedals linked to hand poles? 
 

Elliptical Trainer 

c) In rugby union, what is the two-word term for a final light training session, typically on the 
day preceding a match, and typically independent of coaches? 

Captain’s Run 

6. Asterisms Recognisable star groupings that are not listed as constellations 
a) Which familiar star cluster is also called the Seven Sisters or Messier 45? The Pleiades 

b) How are the three bright stars, Altair, Deneb and Vega collectively known? The Summer Triangle 

c) Forming an almost straight line, and alternatively called the Three Kings or Three Sisters, how 
are Alnitak, Alnilam and Mintaka collectively known? 

Orion’s Belt 

7. Old Derbyshire Place Names  
a) The site of which Derbyshire town was known as Aquae Arnemetiae to the Romans? Buxton 

b) Which town’s name is thought to have evolved from Beaurepaire, meaning “beautiful 
retreat”? 

Belper 

c) Still sometimes referred to as “Box” by locals, which large industrial village at the 
Leicestershire border was, until 1845, called Wooden Box?  

Woodville 

8. Not-quite-Welsh Music  
a) Which Fleetwood Mac song was named indirectly after a figure from Welsh mythology? Rhiannon 

b) Which English rock band named the songs Bron-Yr-Aur* and Bron-Y-Aur Stomp after the 
Welsh cottage where many of their songs were written? (*Pronounced Bron-Ur-Ire) 

Led Zeppelin 

c) Although having simply set an existing poem to music, which influential folk musician was 
credited with writing The Bells of Rhymney, recorded by Bob Dylan, Cher and The Byrds? 

Pete Seeger (Both names required: 
several folksinging Seegers) 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5  
 
 

1. Which major museum was established to house decorative arts from the 1851 Great 
Exhibition? 

Victoria and Albert Museum or 
“V&A” 

2. What is the term for the protective exterior framework above the cockpit of a Formula 1 car? Halo 

3. At 893 metres, which is the highest summit in England outside the Lake District? Cross Fell 

4. What is manufactured using the L-D Process? Steel 

5. In a sporting context, what does the abbreviation MMA stand for? Mixed martial arts 

6. What is described in Pidgin as “long pig”? Man or Human flesh 

7. What is the surname of either of Shakespeare’s Merry Wives of Windsor?  Page or Ford 

8. In which country was the fashion brand Jack and Jones founded? Denmark 

9. Which composer’s Symphonia Antarctica was adapted from his film score to Scott of the 
Antarctic? 

Ralph Vaughan Williams 

10. Which English county was formerly divided into three “Parts” named Holland, Kesteven and 
Lindsay? 

Lincolnshire 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Language in Television  

a) What is the BBC’s Gaelic language channel? BBC Alba 

b) Now 55 years old, what is the title of the French game show that inspired Countdown? Des Chiffres et des Lettres 
 

c) What is the main spoken language in Trapped, a subtitled crime drama set in a remote coastal 
community, the second series of which was aired last year on BBC4? 
 

Icelandic 

2. Food in Films  
a) Which 2007 Oscar-winning film follows the progress in the Paris restaurant trade of Alfredo 

Linguini and his small mentor Remy? 
Ratatouille 

b) In Monty Python’s The Meaning of Life, what small food item precipitates the explosion of 
Terry Jones’ corpulent restaurant patron, Mr Creosote? 

“Waffer-thin” mint (Expand mint; 
Accept wafer-thin or After Eight) 

c) What dish, the title of a 1991 film, was allegedly served at the Whistle Stop Café?  Fried Green Tomatoes 

3. Transport in Music  
a) Which Queen hit, a double A-side with Bicycle Race, incorporates the shouted line “Get on 

your bikes and ride!”? 
Fat Bottomed Girls 
 

b) Played to death around Christmas in both orchestral and vocal versions, Sleigh Ride was a 
work of which prolific “light music” composer? 

Leroy Anderson 

c) What kind of transport inspired Arthur Honegger’s orchestral work Pacific 231? Steam Locomotive/Engine 
(Expand Train) 

4. History in Poetry  
a) What event was the subject of Thomas Hardy’s 1912 poem The Convergence of the Twain? Titanic sinking 

b) Quoting William McGonagall, which notable event occurred “On the last Sabbath day of 
1879, Which will be remember’d for a very long time”? 

Tay Bridge disaster 

c) Which 1704 battle was repeatedly and ironically described in a Robert Southey poem as “a 
famous victory”?  

Blenheim 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Geography in Fiction  

a) Which actual city is disguised as Christminster in Hardy’s Jude the Obscure? Oxford 

b) What is the collective name for the Lawrence Durrell novels, Justine, Balthazar, Mountolive 
and Clea? 

The Alexandria Quartet  
 

c) Which municipality is a setting common to Tracy Chevalier’s Remarkable Creatures, Jane 
Austen’s Persuasion and John Fowles’ The French Lieutenant’s Woman? 

Lyme Regis 
 

6. Fractions in Sport  
a) Featured in BMX, skateboarding and skiing competition, what is the term for a large inclined 

trough of uniform cross-section, comprising a flat base gradually curving to vertical walls? 
Half-pipe 

b) What is America’s most popular breed of racing horse, bred and named for its speed over 
very short distances? 

(American) Quarter horse 

c) In conventional rugby union numbering, which number would be worn by a player described 
in New Zealand as a second five-eighth? 

12 

7. Sport in Musicals  
a) Which comedian and novelist collaborated with Andrew Lloyd Webber on The Beautiful 

Game? 
Ben Elton 

b) In which 1950s musical does a fan of the abject Washington Senators baseball team trade his 
identity to help them beat the invincible opponents named in the title? 

Damn Yankees 

c) Part-written by Lin-Manuel Miranda and with a UK tour scheduled later this year, Bring It On: 
The Musical focuses on rivalries among which people on the periphery of American sport? 

Cheerleaders 

8. Science in Art  
a) Which painter’s works include An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump and A Philosopher 

Lecturing on the Orrery? 
Joseph Wright of Derby 

b) Which cartoonist’s name has become a byword for an over-elaborate contraption designed 
for a trivial purpose? 

William Heath Robinson 
(Also accept Rube Goldberg) 

c) Translating as “dark room”, what device, essentially a pinhole camera, is suggested as having 
been used by Canaletto and Vermeer to achieve realistic precision? 

Camera obscura 



Individual Round 7  
 
 

1. What is the English translation of “Caseus praestans”, the Latin motto included by the Royal 
Mint on 50 pence coins commemorating 30 years of Wallace and Gromit?  

Cracking* cheese 
(*Accept synonym e.g. Excellent) 

2. Which county gives its name to a familiar range of kitchenware, featuring broad bands of 
white and electric blue, manufactured since the 1920s in Derbyshire (paradoxically)?  

Cornwall 
(Cornish Blue or Cornishware) 

3. What is the term for words like unruly, nonplussed and disgruntled, whose prefixes imply 
opposites which don’t exist or are very rarely used? 

Unpaired words 

4. What is the familiar three-word name for the traditional game, Roshambo? Rock-Paper-Scissors (Accept 
Stone for Rock and/or different 
order) 

5. How many cards are in the Tarot pack used by fortune-tellers? 78 

6. What style of dance music is particularly associated with the Wigan Casino, the Twisted 
Wheel in Manchester and the Golden Torch in Stoke-on-Trent? 

Northern Soul 

7. The care of what kind of sports arena sometimes requires a machine called a Zamboni? Ice rink 

8. Which king did St George supersede as England’s patron saint? St Edward or Edward the 
Confessor 

9. What is the term for a watertight enclosure that allows water to be temporarily drained to 
allow building on the seabed, for instance? 

Cofferdam or Caisson 

10. Prior to 1972, what was the four-word name of the Premier League team, AFC Bournemouth? Bournemouth and Boscombe 
Athletic 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Floral Emblems  

a) Which flower is the emblem of most South African international sports teams? Protea 

b) Alluding to their emblem, the Japanese rugby union team are nicknamed The Brave Blossoms 
... blossoms of which tree? 

Cherry 

c) How many of the 18 first-class county cricket teams include a rose in their badge? 5 (Derbys, Hants, Lancs,                       
Northants, Yorks) 

2. 2019 Nobel Laureates  
a) Of which country is the 2019 Peace laureate, Abiy Ahmed, president? Ethiopia 

b) Vociferous support for which protagonists in the Yugoslav Wars made Austrian novelist Peter 
Handke a controversial choice as joint Literature Prize winner? 

Serbia or Serbs or Serbians 

c) What distinction among all winners in Nobel prize history is enjoyed by John B. Goodenough, 
one of the 2019 Chemistry laureates? 

Oldest at time of award (97) 

3. Big Little Welsh Towns  
a) With a population of about 2000, which is the UK’s least populous city? St David’s 

(or Tyddewi) 
b) Which town houses the first institution in Wales to offer degree courses, its 3000-strong 

population giving it claim as the UK’s smallest university town? 
Lampeter 
(or Llanbedr Pont Steffan) 

c) Which town of less than 2000 inhabitants hosts an annual event described by Bill Clinton as 
“the Woodstock of the mind”? 

Hay-on-Wye 
(or Y Gelli Gandryll) 

4. Bikes at the Back  
a) In the Tour de France and similar cycle races, which French phrase describes the last placed 

rider? 
Lanterne Rouge 

b) What is the popular term for the vehicle which collects riders unable to finish within the 
permitted time? 

Broom Wagon or Voiture Balai 

c) Also called the Miss and Out and Elimination Race, which four-word proverbial phrase describes 
a track event, in which, at the end of certain laps, the last-placed rider is eliminated? 

Devil Take the Hindmost 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Eponymous Publications  

a) What is the subject matter of Lloyd’s List? Shipping (or equivalent) 

b) Until renamed the Sunday Citizen in 1962, which left-leaning Sunday newspaper with links to 
the Co-operative Party took the name of its 1850 founder? 

Reynold’s News or (previously) 
Reynolds’s Weekly Newspaper 

c) Which US-based liberal news website, active since 2005, incorporates the married name of its 
founder, Arianna Stassinopoulos? 

The Huffington Post or HuffPost 
or HuffPo 

6. UK Airports  
a) Which UK airport’s check-in hall prominently displays the phrase, “Above Us Only Sky”? Liverpool or John Lennon Airport 

b) The runway of which Hebridean island’s airport is a sandy beach? Barra 

c) Since its redevelopment, completed in 2014, which airport terminal has been alternatively 
named The Queen’s Terminal? 

Heathrow Terminal 2 

7. Fives  
a) What was the shared distinction of the Victorian women styled “The Five” in the title of the 

collective biography that won Hallie Rubenhold the 2019 Baillie Gifford non-fiction prize? 
Jack the Ripper victims 

b) Named after a philosopher, how are the cube and the regular tetrahedron, octahedron, 
dodecahedron and icosahedron collectively known?  

The Five Platonic Solids 

c) Referring to their settled agrarian culture, how were the Creek, Cherokee, Choctaw, 
Chickasaw and Seminole Native American nations described? 

The Five Civilised Tribes 

8. Colour  
a) Which US company’s PMS matching system of numbered colours is widely used in the 

printing, dyeing and paint industries? 
Pantone 

b) Which English chemist and physicist, who suffered from and researched into colour-
blindness, gave his name to a form of that affliction? 

John Dalton 

c) Which test, named after its Japanese designer, diagnoses colour-blindness using arrays of 
coloured dots among which numbers or patterns may be perceived?  

Ishihara test 



Beer Round 
 

1.   
a) What is the surname of the music broadcaster popularly known as “Whispering Bob”? Harris 

b) Which important political post is occupied by Mark Drakeford? First Minister of Wales or  
Welsh Labour leader  

c) In 1986, which band encouraged us to Walk Like an Egyptian? The Bangles 

2.   
a) What was the surname the sports commentator popularly known as “Whispering Ted”? Lowe 

b) Which important political post is occupied by Ian Blackford? Westminster SNP leader  
or equivalent 

c) In 1980, which band apparently thought they were Turning Japanese? The Vapors 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Just as James I of England was James VI in Scotland, what is the Scottish title for the English 
King William III? 

William II 

2. What is the typical function of a Panopticon, a building in which radiating wings are visible 
from a single focal point? 

Prison or similar institution 

3. Which part of a ship or boat is known as the head or heads? Toilet or equivalent 

 


