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Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are
purely  explanatory  and  are  not  required.  If  the  answer  offered  is  incomplete  (for  example,  “Roosevelt”  for
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer.

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet.



Buildings and Other Erections
1 In 1894 which metal structure became the tallest building in Britain? Blackpool Tower

2 Which country in Southern Africa takes its name from a medieval stone city deserted for 
hundreds of years?

Zimbabwe

3 What nickname did Punch magazine give to the Great Exhibition Hall built in Hyde Park
in 1851?

Crystal
Palace

4 Which South American dictator and his wife lived in the Casa Rosada, the Pink Palace, 
from 1946 to 1952?

Juan Peron

5 Sometimes mistakenly thought to have been destroyed in the Nottingham Cheese Riots 
of 1766, which building in Nottingham was burned down in 1831 by slum-dwellers 
demanding the vote?

Castle

6 After the Roman occupation of 70CE, only one part of the Third Temple in Jerusalem 
still stands. What is it called?

Wailing/Western
Wall

7 Stonehenge stands in which county? Wiltshire

8 Hilton Valentine died on the 29th January. His series of guitar arpeggios introduced 
which hit record of 1964?

House of the
Rising Sun

9 Designed by the father and son William and Larner Sugden, which Staffordshire town 
has some of the finest Victorian architecture in the country? The prominent clock tower 
is a later war memorial.

Leek

10 What is the collective name for the Cunard Building, Port of Liverpool building and the 
Royal Liver Building, a name they share with a sculpture by Antonio Conova?

Three
Graces



Ronalds and Donalds
1 The Isle of Man Airport is better known by the name of its weather station. What is that? Ronaldsway

2 “I've just come down from the Isle of Skye / I'm no very big and I'm awful shy
And the lassies shout when I go by” … what?

Donald Where's
Your Troosers?

3 His middle name is Antonio. He is a snooker player who has been 6x world champion, 
7x Masters champion, and UK champion 7x. Who is he?

Ronnie
O’Sullivan

4 Who co-starred with Nelson Eddy in seven MGM film musicals, including most 
famously Rose-Marie in 1936?

Jeanette
MacDonald

5 Langley Mill based motor-cyclist Ronald Haslam was known by what nickname during 
his 20 year (1970s-1990s) racing career? He shares this nickname with the answer to Q3.

Rocket Ron

6 In May 1999 who became the first First Minister of Scotland while also serving as a 
Westminster MP?

Donald
Dewar

7 Which former teacher wrote the English Today series of textbooks, becoming extremely 
wealthy in the process?

Ronald
Ridout

8 In 1964 which Briton became the only person to set both world land and world water 
speed records in the same year?

Donald
Campbell

9 Which of the stars of The Two Ronnies wrote many of the scripts using the pseudonym 
Gerald Wiley?

Ronnie
Barker

10 In the 1963 film The Great Escape which actor plays Colin Blythe, a prisoner of war 
who says ‘I can see perfectly. See perfectly’?

Donald
Pleasance



Current Affairs – Early 2021
1 Russia’s COVID vaccine has the same name as one of their historic spacecraft. What is it

called?
Sputnik

2 Chelsea sacked Frank Lampard as head coach in January 2021. In which year did he 
become head coach at Derby County?

(May)
2018

3 In January Nottingham University graduate Emma Barnett became the main presenter of 
which weekday wireless programme?

Woman’s Hour

4 In the natural world badgers have slowed down for the winter in a process called what? Dormancy

5 Which Commonwealth Prime Minister has first names with the initials JKL? Jacinda Kate
Laurell Ardern

6 The storm that struck the British Isles on the first weekend of February shared its name 
with which Jane Austen character?

Darcy

7 In January 2021 who sang the American national anthem at the inauguration of President
Joe Biden?

Lady Gaga

8 Member of which social media site, possibly popular with frogs, planned the surge on 
Gamestop shares in America?

Reddit

9 One mission to Mars landed on February 9th, another is due to land on February 18th. 
Which nation’s mission to Mars has been orbiting the planet since February 10th?

China

10 The 1939 discovery of Anglo-Saxon treasure in the Sutton Hoo Hoard is the subject of 
which new film based on a novel with the same title?

The Dig



The Orient
1 Now known as Taiwan or the Republic of China, what was this island’s previous name? Formosa

2 Blackpink, BTS, Wonder Girls and Baby Vox are all acts associated with which style of 
music?

Kpop

3 The first Biggles book I owned was Biggles in the Orient. Who wrote it? Captain W E Johns

4 Myanmar is the re-named Burma where Rangoon, the largest city and former capital, is 
now called what?

Yangon

5 In 1905 the Russian navy shelled Lowestoft, which was rather wide of the mark because 
they were actually at war with which Asian country?

Japan

6 Lee Kuan Yew was Prime Minister of which city-state for thirty-one years, during which
it achieved one of the highest standards of living in the world?

Singapore

7 What was Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam called until 1976? Saigon

8 Which professional football club was founded by former students of Homerton College, 
Cambridge?

Leyton Orient

9 The Welsh lullaby "Suo Gân" became popular after it was used in which 1987 film about
the Japanese occupation of Shanghai?

Empire of
the Sun

10 Which oriental country takes its name from a sixteenth century European monarch? Philippines



There is a rhyme in every answer
1 In 1976 Stephen King’s first novel became a film starring Sissy Spacek. What was the 

title of both?
Carrie

2 Which British composer wrote the music to the hymns ‘Jerusalem’ and ‘Dear Lord and 
Father of Mankind’? In fact, he called that second hymn tune ‘Repton’.

Hubert
Parry

3 In 2011 which cat was adopted as chief mouser to the Cabinet Office at 10 Downing 
Street and just celebrated his tenth anniversary in office?

Larry

4 What is a one-humped camel called? Dromedary

5 Which American entertainer worked with her ventriloquist’s doll called Lamb Chop? Shari Lewis

6 The TV comedy Gavin and Stacey was filmed in which holiday resort on the south 
Wales coast?

Barry

7 In July 2019 Matlock teacher Richard Thoday broke the record for the fastest journey 
from Lands End to John O’Groats using what form of transport?

Ordinary
Bicycle

8 The Kemp twins made their name in the pop group Spandau Ballet but which of them 
played Ronnie Kray in the 1990 film The Krays?

Gary

9 What does the Hebrew word ‘Satan’ mean? Adversary

10 Which resident of Ambridge is the daughter of Jethro Larkin and mother to troubled sons
William and Edward?

Clarrie
Grundy


