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Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are
purely  explanatory  and  are  not  required.  If  the  answer  offered  is  incomplete  (for  example,  “Roosevelt”  for
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer.

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet.



Herbs and  Spices
1 In the TV series The Herbs, what sort of animal was Parsley? Lion

2 The name of which herb rhymes with “weasel”? Teazel

3 Which 60s pop group, famous for their early synthesiser sound, took their name from the
label on a bottle of Camp Coffee?

Chicory Tip

4 Australians wear which herb on Anzac Day and November 11th? In Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet Ophelia explains that it is for remembrance.

Rosemary

5 Which herb is used to flavour the potato curry Aloo Methi? Fenugreek

6 Although South American in origin, which herb is now mostly associated with 
Hungarian cooking?

Paprika

7 The name of which aromatic herb rhymes with “Aragon”? Tarragon

8 In The Archers Robert Snell’s younger daughter has a herbal first name. What is it? Coriander

9 Which herb is thought to combine the flavour of cinnamon, nutmeg and cloves if not 
many more?

Allspice

10 What was a dog in the TV series The Herbs, and is a basic ingredient in a New York 
kosher pickle?

Dill



Numbers
1 What would be your occupation if you used the Dewey Decimal System? Librarian

2 The villainous Cruella De Vil appeared in which 1956 novel and later film adaptations? 101 Dalmations

3 “I'm 'Enery the Eighth, I am, 'Enery the Eighth I am, I am! I got married to the widow next door, 
She's been married seven times before. Every one was an ‘Enery.” Name either of the men she 
rejected.

Willie
Sam

4 Which activity took place throughout Britain in March even though it is proscribed in 1 
Chronicles 21:1-16, and attributed to the work of Satan?

Census

5 The first Public Enemy No 1, John Dillinger was killed in July 1934, he was replaced as 
PEN1 by Pretty Boy Floyd who was killed in October 1934. The third PEN1 lasted only 
one month more – who was that neotenous villain?

Baby Face
Nelson

6 Which single by Coldplay released in 2005 refers to travel at 767 mph (that is 1,235 
km/h)?

Speed
of Sound

7 University Challenge ended with the Grand Final on Easter Monday. How many 
episodes were there this series? The answer is the highest prime number lower than 40.

37

8 When a book is filmed it often has its title changed which can reduce one’s pleasure a 
fraction. One of the most infamous happened in 1975 when James Grady’s Six Days Of 
The Condor had its title changed to what?

Three Days of the
Condor

9 In 1965 Marvin Gaye and Kim Weston sang that it takes two, but in 1959 what was the 
Dave Brubeck Quartet’s take?

Five

10 The emergency telephone number in Britain is 999, in most of the EU it is 112, and in 
North America it is 911. What is it in Australia?

000



Scotland
1 Which city is traditionally associated with the three Js – jute, jam and journalism? Dundee

2 Kippers are a Scottish dish whose widespread distribution has lead to the almost 
complete disappearance of which traditional dish in England?

 Bloater

3 Scotland’s oldest football club were also famous for their all-amateur status which they 
have abandoned recently after 152 years. Which club are they?

Queens Park

4 The last king of England who was born in Scotland definitely died in England. Who was 
he?

Charles I

5 The word “whisky” is spelled the same way in Scotland and Japan, but not in Ireland or 
America. What is the Scots spelling?

Whisky

6 Sheilagh Hynd took the stage name Fay Fife when she became the lead singer of which 
punk band? She and everybody else, she sang, was on Top of the Pops.

Rezillos

7 Which traditional Scottish dish is made from one part sugar, two parts butter, and three 
parts oat flour?

Shortbread

8 Which novelist’s forebears built 14 lighthouses around the Scottish coast although he 
himself once said that he wanted to be a lamplighter when he grew up?

R L Stevenson

9 Fingal’s Cave by Mendelssohn has an alternate title which will tell you in which island 
group you can find the cave. What is that alternate title?

Hebrides
Overture

10 Suzie Sweet, Penny Pocket, Josie Jump and PC Plum were all characters in which long-
running TV series?

Balamory



These answers rhyme
1 Sharing its name with a frontier scout, what is the state capital of Nevada? Carson City

2 What is the first name of the current Home Secretary that lead the Prime Minister to 
nickname her The Prittster?

Priti

3 What is the title of the poem in Wind in the Willows that begins “All along the 
backwater, Through the rushes tall, Ducks are a-dabbling, Up tails all!”?

Ducks Ditty

4 Until the seventeenth century it was thought that gravity pulled things down, while 
which force of nature tended to raise them?

Levity

5 Who is the current Chief Medical Officer for England and Chief Medical Adviser to the 
UK Government?

Chris Whitty

6 Ginnel, snicket, drangway and twitchell elsewhere in the British Isles all become what in
Derbyshire dialect?

Jitty

7 The book and film Jaws was set in which fictional town on Long Island? Amity

8 Who was the principle wife of Pharaoh Akhenaten and step-mother to the next Pharoah 
Tutankhamun? Her name translates as “The beautiful one has come”.

Nefertiti

9 In physics what is the measure of resistance of a fluid to deformation at a given rate? It 
derives from the Latin for mistletoe but most textbook examples refer to treacle.

Viscosity

10 In 1939 James Thurber invented which daydreaming character, whose adventures have 
twice been filmed, badly on both occasions?

Walter Mitty



Saints and Sinners
1 On the television football programme Saint and Greavsie, which of the pundits was the 

Saint?
Ian St John

2 Five of the islands in the Scilly archipelago are inhabited. How many of the five are 
named after saints?

Three
(Mary, Martin, Agnes)

3 Which fifth century church father gave us the recommendation "Love the sinner, hate the
sin"? Infamously, he also prayed Give me chastity, lord, but not yet.

St Augustine

4 Complete this quotation from a novel published in 1960, “Shoot all the bluejays you 
want, if you can hit ’em, but remember it’s a sin …”

to kill a
mockingbird

5 The TV series Death In Paradise is set on a fictional Caribbean island which has a Scilly
Island namesake. What is the fictional island called?

Saint-Marie

6 Complete this quotation first heard at Nottingham Theatre Royal on 15 October 1903: “Is
he in heaven or is he in hell, That demned elusive …” what?

Pimpernel

7 Who is the patron saint of Venice? St Mark

8 The recent television drama It’s A Sin shares its title with a 1987 single by which group? Pet Shop Boys

9 Abbeys standing on tidal islands are rare but there are a pair of them, one on either side 
of the English Channel, dedicated to the patron saint of bankers. Which saint is it?

Michael

10 Which of television’s Chasers is nicknamed The Sinnerman? Paul Sinha


