
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 24th November 2021 
 

Set by: Phil Garner 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Which Spanish town is historically famous for the manufacture of swords and knives? Toledo 

2. What is the alternative name for the Russian Wolfhound? Borzoi 

3. The phrase ‘the moment of truth’ originated in what ‘so called’ entertainment? Bullfighting 

4. Which creatures were used in the wartime Operation Columba? Pigeons 

5. What was the world’s second official postage stamp? Twopenny Blue 

6. The 10,000th episode of what was broadcast in February 2020? Coronation Street 

7. The harlequin is an invasive species of which insect? Ladybird 

8. Which writer had six brothers and a sister called Cassandra? Jane Austen 

9. What has Tattersall’s sold since 1766? Racehorses 

10. Which Christmas hit was named after a JP Donleavy novel? Fairytale of New York 

 



Team Round 2 

1. Nicknames Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What financial nickname first featured in a 1797 Gillray cartoon? The Old Lady of Threadneedle 
Street 

b) What hair-related sobriquet was given to Roberto Baggio? The Divine Ponytail 

c) Which country is nicknamed The Land of the Long White Cloud? New Zealand 

2. Literature Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Septimus Harding is the title character of which Trollope novel? The Warden 

b) Which Dickens heroine marries the brutal Bentley Drummle? Estella (Great Expectations) 

c) Cathy Ames is the cold-hearted villainess of which American novel? East of Eden 

3. Geography Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Mount Elbert is the highest peak in which mountain range? The Rockies 

b) Which lake marks the lowest point of mainland Australia? Lake Eyre 

c) What is the capital of Taiwan? Taipei 

4. Wildlife Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Przewalski’s is the only surviving wild species of what? Horse 

b) What type of creature is the Australian ‘thorny devil’? Lizard 

c) Which animals are either two-toed or three-toed? Sloths 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 

5. Letters of the Alphabet Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Name either letter of the alphabet that features a ‘tittle’? i or j (it’s the dot) 

b) A pathologist begins a chest and abdomen autopsy by making what shaped incision? Y 

c) In musical directions which letter denotes ‘soft’? p 

6. Battles Click here to enter rubric. 

a) The Reconstruction followed which conflict? American Civil War 

b) ‘Adlertag’ or ‘Eagle Day’ in 1940 marked the beginning of what? Battle of Britain 

c) The English mastery of the longbow was credited with success at which battle of the Hundred 
Years War? 

Crécy 

7. British Film Click here to enter rubric. 

a) In which 2003 film does Rowan Atkinson have a small part playing Rufus, a jewellery 
salesman? 

Love Actually 

b) Who played Dennis Thatcher in The Iron Lady? Jim Broadbent 

c) In which 2008 film does Colin Farrell play a hit man called Ray? In Bruges 

8. Sport Click here to enter rubric. 

a) The first ever penalty shootout in English football took place in which sponsored competition 
in 1970? 

Watney Cup 

b) Papua New Guinea is the only country in the world with what as its national sport? Rugby League 

c) What colour is the belt worn by a novice at judo? White 



Individual Round 3 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Which Shakespearean title character is 13 years old? Juliet 

2. A springbok appears on the back of what gold coin? Krugerrand 

3. Who might use an instrument called a ‘maulstick’? Artist/Painter/Signwriter (allow 
any of those) 

4. What was first performed at the interval of The Eurovision Song Contest 1994? Riverdance 

5. During World War II Oflag IV-C was better known as what? Colditz 

6. What item salvaged from a 1799 shipwreck stands in Lloyd’s of London?  Lutine Bell 

7. Which heavenly body is orbited by ‘fear’ and ‘dread’? Mars (Phobos & Deimos) 

8. What phrase did Donald Trump try to trademark in 2004? ‘You’re Fired’ 

9. The Russian drink ‘kvass’ is made from fermented …….what? (Rye) Bread 

10. The rivers Ouse and Trent combine to form what? Humber (estuary) 

 



Team Round 4 

1. Science Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Light quanta are better known as what? Photons 

b) Which instrument controls an electric current by varying the resistance? Rheostat 

c) What unit of speed is equivalent to 1.85 kilometres per hour? A Knot 

2. Pop Music Mix Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Who was lead singer with The Stooges from 1969 to 1974? Iggy Pop 

b) Old Ideas was a 2012 album by which late singer-songwriter? Leonard Cohen 

c) ‘I’ve made up my mind, don’t need to think it over’ is the first line of which Adele hit? Chasing Pavements 

3. TV Vets Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Who is TV’s ‘Supervet’? Noel Fitzpatrick 

b) Which programme featured the incompetent vet Mr Chinnery? The League of Gentlemen 

c) Which eccentric TV vet who featured in a long drama series was based on the real-life 
practitioner Donald Sinclair?  

Siegfried Farnon (All Creatures 
Great and Small) 

4. Famous Seconds Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Tupolev Tu-144 was the first – what was the second? Concorde (Supersonic airliner) 

b) Who was Britain’s second Astronomer Royal succeeding John Flamsteed? Edmond Halley 

c) Which is the second-holiest city in Islam after Mecca? Medina 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 

5. What Links Click here to enter rubric. 

a) The Merry Maidens; The King’s Men; Long Meg and her Daughters? Stone Circles (Cornwall, 
Oxfordshire, Cumbria) 

b) Mid-rise; Boyfriend; Skinny; Spray-On? Styles of Jeans 

c) Jack Nicholson; Heath Ledger; Joaquin Phoenix? Played The Joker 

6. Food Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which fruit is to be found whole at the centre of a Sussex Pond pudding? A Lemon 

b) What flavour do ratafia biscuits have? Almond 

c) Which pulses are used to make hummus? Chickpeas 

7. Indoor Games Click here to enter rubric. 

a) After 70 years Dr Orchid replaced which suspect on the Cluedo board? Mrs White 

b) In video games what does GTA stand for? Grand Theft Auto 

c) In the game of Cribbage, a player calls “Go” if they can’t play without causing the count to 
exceed what number? 

31 

8. What is it? Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Occitan? Language/Dialect (spoken in 
southern France) 

b) Arrack? Alcoholic Drink (South-east 
Asian) 

c) Dulcimer? Musical Instrument 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. No.1 Carlton Gardens is the official ministerial residence of which member of the cabinet? Foreign Secretary 

2. What collective noun is used for a group of rhino? Crash or Stubbornness 

3. According to legend which creatures saved the city of Rome from besieging Gauls in 390 BC? Geese 

4. In texting what do the letters BTW usually stand for? By The Way 

5. How frequently does something described as ‘quotidian’ take place? Daily 

6. According to the Cole Porter song who ‘regrets she’s unable to lunch today’? Miss Otis 

7. Which bingo number is referred to as ‘fat lady with a crutch’? 87 

8. What name was given to the European travels undertaken by young Englishmen of rank in the 
17th and 18th centuries? 

The Grand Tour 

9. According to the saying ‘In the country of the blind, the one-eyed man is ……..what’? King 

10. What title is given to the daughters of the Spanish sovereign? Infanta 

 



Team Round 6 

1. Dinosaurs Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Tyrannosaurus Rex lived in an area that now forms what modern continent? North America 

b) Dinosaurs lived in the Mesozoic era spanning 185 million years and which was divided into 
three periods, the Triassic, the Jurassic and which other? 

Cretaceous 

c) The word ‘dinosaur’ stems from the Greek meaning what? Terrible Lizard/Reptile (either) 

2. Poets Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which poet confessed he’d ‘never spent much time in Shropshire’? A E Housman (wrote A 
Shropshire Lad 

b) Joan Hunter Dunn, real name Joan Jackson, was which poet’s famous muse? John Betjeman 

c) Which poet’s gravestone bears the inscription ‘Here lies one whose name is writ in water’ John Keats 

3. History Mix Click here to enter rubric. 

a) After failing to persuade its government to join the allies, which country did the UK invade in 
May 1940? 

Iceland 

b) Ethelbert of Kent was the first English king to do what? Convert to Christianity 

c) Which people founded the city of Carthage? Phoenicians 

4. Rock ‘n Roll Identify the song from the first lines. 

a) ‘Wanna tell you a story’ ‘About a woman I know’ ’When it comes to lovin’ ‘She steals the 
show’? 

Whole Lotta Rosie (AC/DC) 

b) ‘I get the same old dreams same time every night’ ‘Fall to the ground and I wake up’? Since You’ve Been Gone 
(Rainbow) 

c) ‘If you like to gamble, I tell you I’m your man. You win some, lose some, all the same to me’? The Ace of Spades (Motorhead) 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 

5. Tales of Terror Complete the title of the classic horror story by adding the last word. 

a) ‘A Terribly Strange …….’ by Wilkie Collins? Bed 

b) ‘The Monkey’s ……..’ by W W Jacobs?  Paw 

c) ‘The Premature …….’ by Edgar Allan Poe? Burial 

6. Beliefs Click here to enter rubric. 

a) In Hinduism the semi-divine being known as ‘Hanuman’ takes the form of which creature? Monkey 

b) Vesak is a festival celebrating among other things the birthday of who? Buddha 

c) Purim is a holiday celebrated in which religion? Judaism/Jewish 

7. Words Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Melanophobia is an inordinate fear of which colour? Black 

b) Something ‘campaniform’ is shaped like what? A Bell 

c) Which word means a government by people of the highest talent and abilities? Meritocracy 

8. British Geography Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which English city is home to a variety of small passages, alleys and footpaths collectively 
known as ‘snickelways’? 

York 

b) Sumburgh Airport is the main airport serving which island? Shetland 

c) Milford Haven and Haverfordwest are in which Welsh county? Pembrokeshire 



Individual Round 7 Click here to enter text. 
 
 

1. Which play is named after the Earl of Loam’s butler? The Admirable Crichton (by J M 
Barrie) 

2. The Irish name Seamus is the equivalent of which English name? James 

3. The Potala Palace is the former home of which spiritual leader? Dalai Lama 

4. Which type of drink has a ‘tawney’ variety? Port 

5. In Arthurian legend what did Sir Bedivere return to the Lady of the Lake? Excalibur 

6. In the 1820’s Constable painted a view of which structure from ‘The Bishop’s Ground’? Salisbury Cathedral 

7. In the standard notation for the card game bridge for what does the abbreviation NT stand? No Trumps 

8. Which secretion is produced by the sublingual and submandibular glands? Saliva 

9. Who married Samantha Sheffield in June 1996? David Cameron 

10. What is unusual about the Spanish National Anthem? No Lyrics 

 



Team Round 8 

1. What Links Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Blemish – burrower – causeway – chocolate sauce – unit of measurement? Mole 

b) The Emperor Nero – Boris Onishchenko – Ben Johnson? Cheated at the Olympics 

c) Danube – Dnieper – Dniester – Bug – Kizil? Rivers flowing into the Black 
Sea 

2. TV Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which sitcom features the Goodman family’s weekly gathering? Friday Night Dinner 

b) In which drama series did Laura Nielson kill Andrew Earlham? Liar 

c) ‘Six of One’ is a fan club dedicated to which cult TV series? The Prisoner 

3. Science Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which mineral is listed at number 9 on the Mohs’ scale – one below diamond? Corundum 

b) What does an autoclave use for sterilising surgical instruments? Pressurised Steam 

c) What is the mathematical name for the corner point of a triangle or pyramid? Vertex 

4. Sport Click here to enter rubric. 

a) The 1954 World Cup won by West Germany was held in which country? Switzerland 

b) Over what distance is the shortest sprint race contested at the World Indoor Athletics 
Championships? 

60 Metres 

c) Traditionally the core of a cricket ball is made with which material? Cork 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 

5. Classical Music Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which instrument was Handel’s ‘Harmonius Blacksmith’ composed for? Harpsichord 

b) Who composed the oratorio ‘The Dream of Gerontius’? Elgar 

c) What was Vivaldi’s profession apart from violinist and composer? Priest 

6. Film Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What film prop was named Bruce after Steven Spielberg’s lawyer? Shark in Jaws 

b) Which 2017 thriller starred Ben Affleck and Rosamund Pike? Gone Girl 

c) Which role connects – Robert Donat, Kenneth More and Robert Powell? Richard Hannay (in The 39 
Steps) 

7. The Weather Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which county is England’s wettest? Cumbria 

b) A line on a map connecting places of equal sunshine is called what? Isohel 

c) The name of which type of cloud is Latin for a lock of hair? Cirrus 

8. Weapons Click here to enter rubric. 

a) The ancient ballista was a massive version of which weapon? Crossbow 

b) Which weapon took its name from designers Sheppard and Turpin of Enfield? Sten Gun 

c) What is the common name for nitrocellulose? Guncotton 



Beer Round 
Click here to enter rubric. 

1. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 

a) ‘Horatio Nelson was only 5ft tall. He was a giant in his lifetime’. Is an example of which figure 
of speech? 

Oxymoron 

b) The liqueur Ricard has what flavour? Aniseed (accept Liquorice) 

c) Upon which river does Rugby stand? Avon 

2. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 

a) ‘Some people think football is a matter of life and death. It is more important than that’. Is an 
example of which figure of speech? 

Hyperbole 

b) The liqueur Kahlua has what flavour? Coffee 

c) Upon which river does Kidderminster stand? Stour 

 

Spare Questions 
 

1. José Mourinho worked as an assistant and interpreter for which English manager in Europe in 
the 1990s? 

Bobby Robson 

2. Which UK Eurovision Song Contest-winning group was fronted by an American? Katrina and the Waves 

3. What ‘titled’ name is given to a joint of beef consisting of two sirloins left uncut at the 
backbone? 

Baron 

 


