
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, February 16th. 
Set by: Roger Springthorpe 

 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are 
not essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is 
“Tom Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in 
italics are purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, 
“Roosevelt” for “Theodore Roosevelt”), you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the 
answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Individual Round 1 All answers have a connection to a book of the Old Testament 
 
 

1. What name is given to the law enforcers in Mega City One? Judges 

2. In the USA which sporting legend, whose career lasted from 1914 to 1935, was known as the 
Sultan of Swat? 

Babe Ruth 

3. Which novel by American author Leon Uris tells the story of the founding of the State of 
Israel? 

Exodus 

4. In the Beano, which character had the face that sunk a thousand ships? Jonah 

5. Which highly successful rock band was first formed by ex-pupils of Charterhouse School? Genesis 

6. People suffering from dyscalculia have difficulty understanding what? Numbers 

7. Which boxer was the first British-born heavyweight to win a Gold Medal at the Olympics and 
a world heavyweight title? Light and super heavyweights do not apply. 

Anthony Joshua 

8. Which British singer, who had his first number one single with the song “Budapest” only 
uses his two forenames and not his surname of Barnett? 

George Ezra 

9. The carol service usually shown on BBC2 on Christmas Eve traditionally comes from the choir 
of which college at Cambridge? 

King’s 

10. Who, together with his partner Mr. Wilkes, was the original landlord of the Woolpack in 
Emerdale? [full name required] 

Amos Brearley 



Team Round 2 

1. Rivers  

a) Which is the second longest river in Africa? Congo 

b) Which river in Europe carries the greatest amount of water? Volga 

c) Which is the longest river entirely in one country? Yangzte 

2. Beatles soul  

a) Which song, which was associated with the Beatles after appearing on their “With the 
Beatles” album, was originally recorded by the Marvelettes? 

Please Mr. Postman 

b) Used as the title of a Beatles EP, the song “Twist and Shout” was first recorded by which 
Motown legends? 

The Isley Brothers 

c) Which Motown legend wrote and had a US Billboard Top 10 hit for Motown with another 
song also on the ‘With the Beatles’ album? 

Smokey Robinson (and The 
Miracles) (You Really Got a Hold on Me) 

3. Ships in literature  

a) Which ship brought Dracula to England? Demeter 

b) What was the role of Lemuel Gulliver aboard the Swallow, the first ship on which he went on 
a voyage? 

Ship’s Doctor or Surgeon 

c) What was the name of Captain Hook’s ship in Peter Pan?  Jolly Roger 

4. Sponsors  

a) In 2018, the travel service of which country became first official sleeve sponsors of Arsenal 
F.C.? 

Rwanda 

b) Between 1979 and 2008, which beer brand was the official sponsor of the Queen's Club 
Championships in tennis? 

Stella Artois 

c) In 2021, which car retailer was revealed as the new sponsors of the Epsom Derby? Cazoo 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 

5. Legendary giants  

a) According to Cornish folklore, who killed the giant named Cormoran, who had built Saint 
Michael’s Mount for he and his wife to live on? 

Jack the Giant Killer 

b) Native to Niflhem and Muspelheim respectively, what were the two classes of giants in 
Norse mythology? 

Frost (Ice or Rime) Giants and 
Fire Giants 

c) In the annual Lord mayor’s day parade in London, effigies of which two giants are 
traditionally carried by the Lord Mayor? 

Gog and Magog 

6. TV locations  

a) Bill Owen and Peter Sallis are both buried in the churchyard of which village, where “Last of 
the Summer Wine” was filmed? 

Holmfirth 

b) Which police series filmed its location footage in the picturesque village of Goathland on the 
North Yorkshire Moors? 

Heartbeat 

c) Which comedy series was filmed in the village of Turville, near High Wycombe, with its 
church often in use? 

The Vicar of Dibley 

7. Royal weddings  

a) Who was the first member of the British Royal Family to marry in the 21st. century? Prince Charles (to Camilla Parker 
Bowles in 2005) 

b) In 2010, a crown princess of which country married her personal trainer? Sweden (Victoria to Olof Daniel 
Westling) 

c) Who designed the wedding dress of the Duchess of Cambridge? Sarah Burton 

8. From the Latin  

a) Which word for a native comes from a Latin term which means ‘from the beginning’? Aborigine 

b) Which part of the human body takes its name from a Latin term for ‘supplement’? Appendix 

c) Which word, often used in physics, comes from the Latin word for ‘below’? Infra 



Individual Round 3 all the answers contain the name John or its derivative 
 
 

1. In October 1859 which abolitionist led the raid on Harper’s Ferry in West Virginia? John Brown 

2. Who was the hero of R.D. Blackmore’s book “Lorna Doone”? John Ridd 

3. Which actor played the only Englishman to make good his escape in the film “The Great 
Escape”, a feat never achieved in reality? 

John Leyton 

4. Which role on TV in the 1970s, as a budding author, made actor Richard Thomas an 
international star? [full name needed] 

John Boy Walton 

5. Which medieval legend told the story of a Christian knight who ruled a land surrounded by 
Muslim kingdoms where people travelled on elephants and the Fountain of Youth existed? 

Prester John 

6. The thirteen foot long grave in Hathersage churchyard in Nottinghamshire is said to mark 
the final resting place of which legendary character? 

Little John 

7. Who was the father of King Henry IV? John of Gaunt 

8. Which glass container usually used for wine making holds 4.5 litres of fluid? Demijohn 

9. Michael Pennington is the real name of which comedian? Johnny Vegas 

10. Which detective is played on TV by Neil Dudgeon? John Barnaby (On Midsomer 
Murders) 

 



Team Round 4 

1. Movies at the movies  

a) In “Back to the Future” when Marty lands in 1955 who is the star of the Western at the 
cinema? 

Ronald Reagan (Cattle Queen of 
Montana) 

b) In the first Gremlins film, which Disney film do the Gremlins watch at the cinema? Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves 

c) In which Arnold Schwarzenegger film does a young boy acquire a golden ticket that allows 
him to pass through a cinema screen to world of his favourite characters including cartoons? 

The Last Action Hero 

2. English Nature  

a) In terms of deaths per annum which large animals are responsible for most deaths in 
England? 

Cows 

b) Which is the fastest land animal native to England? Brown Hare 

c) Which bird is the most commonly sighted member of the thrush family in England? Blackbird 

3. Saints  

a) Who, appropriately, is one of the patron saints of locksmiths, and is usually depicted in art 
holding a rather important symbolic set of keys? 

St. Peter 

b) Wales has two cities named after saints. One is St. David’s. What is the other? St. Asaph 

c) Leslie Charteris, creator of Simon Templar, the Saint, had dual nationalities. One was British. 
What was the other? 

Chinese 

4. English kings  

a) Who was the first monarch to take the title of King of All England? Athelstan 

b) Who was the first English King to be buried in Westminster abbey? Edward the Confessor 

c) Who was the father of James I of England? Henry Stuart or Lord Darnley 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 

5. Railways  

a) The Trans-Siberian railway starts in Moscow and finishes at what destination? Vladivostok 

b) The UK’s longest direct rail service runs between which two destinations? Aberdeen and Penzance 

c) Which station does the Orient Express now leave from in London? Victoria 

6. Which word…  

a) Can be a list used in filmmaking, a means of shaping metal, and a technique for starting new 
stiches in knitting? 

Cast 

b) Can be a small car in the USA, a case for certain makeup, or to make something smaller? Compact 

c) Which word can be a rate of speed, a removal of certain body tissue, and a scene taken from 
a TV programme? 

Clip 

7. Winds  

a) What is the most common four-letter Chinese word for ‘wind’ (as related to weather, if you 
were wondering)? 

Feng 

b) What number is a category one hurricane on the Beaufort scale? 12 

c) On what scale is the intensity of tornadoes measured? Fujita or Fujita-Pearson Scale or 
TORRO scale (but not Torino). 

8. Heads  

a) What winning margin in horse racing is longer than a short head or a head, and is equivalent 
to a quarter of length? 

Neck 

b) On which river does the Head of the River boat race meeting normally take place? Thames 

c) What name is given to the traditional Australian betting game of tossing a pair of coins in 
the air and gambling on what combination of heads and tails come down? 

Two Up 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 
All answers refer to characters from American comics 
 

1. What is the usual name for the animal also known as a carcajou or a glutton? Wolverine 

2. What title is given to a military orderly appointed to act as a personal servant to an officer? Batman 

3. In the 18th and 19th century, what name was given to the beached ships used as prisons, 
often for prisoners of war? 

Hulks 

4. Which novel by a British poet laureate is subtitled ‘A Child’s Story in Five Parts’? The Iron Man (By Ted Hughes) 

5. The character of Natty Bumppo, who features in a series of books set in America in the 18th. 
century is most commonly called what? 

Hawkeye 

6. As well as ‘Robbo’, a derivative of his surname, by what other nickname was footballer 
Bryan Robson, who captained Manchester United and England widely known? 

Captain Marvel 

7. Examples of which spiders carry distinctive hourglass shaped markings? Black Widow 

8. Which brand of cleaning fluids are advertised as “Cleaning up the impossible”? Flash 

9. In the Odyssey to which race did Polyphemus, who captured Odysseus and his sailors, 
belong?  

Cyclops 

10. Which bird was crowned the unofficial National Bird of Britain after a ballot of over 200,000 
voters? 

Robin 

 



Team Round 6 

1. Banks  

a) The old Midland Bank became part of which larger banking group in 1992? HSBC 

b) A discovery by the American Robert Lewison in 1915 led to the establishment of the first of 
what type of bank? 

Blood Bank 

c) In what decade was Jodrell Bank observatory first established? 1940s (1945) 

2. What connects What connects 

a) The largest time zone in the USA, an African country whose capital is Bangui, the TV 
company that made Bullseye, and one of the largest railway stations in the world? 

Central (Central African Republic 
and Grand Central) 

b) What connects an island with the capital Denpasar, a mythical land from a major book of 
1516, a country ruled by Muhammad VI, and an animated blue Macaw? 

Destinations of ‘Road To’ films 
(Bali, Utopia, Morocco, Rio) 

c) Established in 1926, what connected Chicago, Illinois to Santa Monica, California? Route 66 

3. Halls  

a) What sport formerly took place at Hall Green in Birmingham? Greyhound Racing 

b) Which serial killer, who has recently reappeared from out of hiding, is played on TV by 
Michael C. Hall? 

Dexter (accept his surname of 
Morgan) 

c) First established in 1796, which Democratic party organisation was responsible for helping 
immigrants and the rise to political power of the Irish in New York? 

Tammany Hall 

4. Models of cars What was the best-selling model of car in the UK in… 

a) The 1970s? Cortina 

b) The 1980s? Escort 

c) The 1990s? Fiesta 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 

5. Astronomy  

a) In terms of diameter, Vesta is one of the largest types of what object what in the solar 
system? 

Asteroid or Minor Planet 

b) Who was the last man to walk on the moon? Eugene Cernan (don’t accept 
Sting!) 

c) In which modern day country was the launch sites for the manned Soviet space flights? Kazakhstan 

6. Sports terms  

a) If you were a runner taking part in a distance race and you bonked what would this mean? You had Hit the proverbial Wall 
(or words to that effect) 

b) In which North American sport is carrying the ball with your stick known as ‘cradling’? Lacrosse 

c) From which sport does the term “Down to the wire” originate? Horseracing 

7. Modern Musicals  

a) Which modern musical, which premiered on the West End in 2019, tells the story of the 
wives of Henry VIII? 

Six 

b) Which modern musical tells the story of the aftermath of 9/11 for stranded passengers in 
Canada? 

Come From Away 

c) Opening in 2021, Andrew Lloyd Weber’s latest musical is about which fairy tale? Cinderella 

8. Hotels in films  

a) What is the name of the hotel featured in “The Shining”? Overlook 

b) Which film is based on the true story of the heroic manager of the Hotel des Mille Collines to 
save his family and over 1,000 refugees? 

Hotel Rwanda 

c) Which ex-president of the USA famously made an appearance in the hotel lobby in the film 
“Home Alone 2”? 

Donald Trump 



Individual Round 7 
 
All answers have a connection to an American state capital 

1. In the world of Harry Potter what kind of magical creature is Fawkes? Phoenix 

2. Which American city has a racetrack named the Brickyard? Indianapolis 

3. Which footballer had his transfer from West Bromwich Albion to Leeds United called off 
when he failed the medical due to a heart condition? 

Asa Hartford 

4. Which stretch of water do the French refer to as the Pas de Calais? Straits of Dover 

5. What was the name of the paraplegic detective created by Jeffrey Deaver? Lincoln Rhyme 

6. Which title character was played in a TV Western series by Clint Walker? Cheyenne (Bodie) 

7. Who was said to have given the island of Dominica its name because he landed there on a 
Sunday? 

Christopher Columbus 

8. In which town on TV would you see the Leftorium, Kwik-E-Mart and the Wiggums’ House? Springfield 

9. After being beheaded at Westminster in 1618 whose head was embalmed and presented to 
his wife? 

Sir Walter Raleigh 

10. Earl’s Court Exhibition centre in London was built to rival which earlier nearby centre in 
Kensington? 

Olympia 

 



Team Round 8 

1. Literary festivals  

a) Name either newspaper which sponsors the Cheltenham literary festival? Sunday Times or The Times 

b) Which seaside town holds an annual Agatha Christie Festival? Torquay 

c) Which town famous for its huge number of second hand bookshops holds an annual literary 
festival? 

Hay on Wye 

2. Olympic venues  

a) Which was the first venue to stage a Winter Olympics twice? St. Moritz 

b) Which was the venue for the first Summer Olympics after World War I? Antwerp 

c) In alphabetical order which would be the last city to have staged a Summer Olympics? Tokyo 

3. World War I  

a) Soldiers from which Commonwealth country suffered heavy losses at Vimy Ridge? Canada 

b) Although commonly referred to by Tommies as “Wipers” in slang, how is the Third Battle of 
Ypres also known as? 

First Battle of Passchendaele 

c) First commissioned in 1918, what new kind of warship was “H.M.S. Furious”? Aircraft Carrier 

4. UK World Heritage sites  

a) Canterbury Cathedral one of two cathedrals that are part of a World Heritage site. Which is 
the other? 

Durham 

b) Which English city is a World heritage site? Bath 

c) Which National Park in the UK is a World Heritage site? The Lake District 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 

5. TV families What is the surname of the family which has these siblings on TV? 

a) Dermot, Mark, Trevor, Rory and Cathy Brown (Mrs. Brown’s Boys) 

b) Arthur, John, Finn, Ada, Thomas Shelby (Peaky Blinders) 

c) Marietta, Primrose, Zinnia, Petunia, Victoria and Montgomery Larkin (The Larkins or Darling 
Buds of May) 

6. Art  

a) Who created the exhibition “Dismaland” in 2015? Banksy 

b) Which Michelangelo fresco on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel features God reaching out to 
the titular figure? 

The Creation of Adam 

c) Lucien Freud painted a naked model of which supermodel in 2002? Kate Moss 

7. The Moors type 1  

a) Which legendary hero died at the siege of Valencia freeing it from the Moorish armies? Accept El cid or Don Rodrigo diaz 
di Bivar 

b) What is the most common shortened name of the first sultan of Egypt and Syria who 
became the first military commander of the Moors against the armies of the crusaders? 

Saladin 

c) In 1683 at the siege of which European capital city did the forces of the Holy Roman Empire 
smash the armies of the Ottoman Empire and end their threat to the Christian West?  

Vienna 

8. The Moors type 2  

a) The 110-mile Cleveland Way starts in Helmsley and ends in Filey Brigg. It loops around which 
national park? 

North York Moors NP 

b) On which moor can Brown Willy, the highest point of Cornwall, be found? Bodmin 

c) Which town on the north coast of Devon, just to the west of Exmoor, is home to a stainless 
steel statue by Damien Hirst called Verity? 

Ilfracombe 



Beer Round 
 

1.    

a) Who drove the bulletproof bomb in Wacky Races? The Anthill Mob 

b) Which Muslim festival marks the end of Ramadan? Eid al-Fitr (accept Eid, which just 
means ‘festival’) 

c) If a person is suffering from a fit of sternuation what are they suffering from? Sneezing 

2.   

a) Who drove the bouldermobile in Wacky Races? The Slag Brothers 

b) Which Jewish festival follows ten days after Jewish New Year? Yom Kippur 

c) If a person is suffering from a fit of singultus what are they suffering from? Hiccoughs or Hiccups 

 

Spare Questions 
 

1. In which town was Britain’s first official casino? Blackpool 

2. Which film won John Ford the Oscar for Best Film and Best Director? How Green Was My Valley 

3. Which English footballer scored a goal in the F.A. Cup final, the League Cup Final, The 
U.E.F.A. Cup Final and the European Champions league final? 

Steven Gerrard 

 
 


