
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 16th March 2022 
 

Set by: IT 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics 
are purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”), you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 
 
 

1. It has been broadcast more than 10,000 times; for which 22-second-long piece of music 
was Eric Spear paid £6 in 1960? 

Coronation Street theme 

2. Which author and comedian wrote the book for the jukebox musical We Will Rock You? Ben Elton 

3. Which T. W. is a tool used to prevent over- or under-tightening of nuts and bolts? Torque Wrench 

4. Noted for his signature ‘cascading strings’ style, which Anglo-Italian conductor and 
composer of light music was Britain’s most successful album act before The Beatles? 

Annunzio Paolo Mantovani 

5. Which British artist lived and worked for over forty years at 117 Station Road, Pendelbury, 
Greater Manchester? 

L. S. Lowry 

6. A sign reading ‘Flushbunkingly gloriumptious’ appears on the front of a museum and story 
centre in the village of Great Missenden, dedicated to which author? 

Roald Dahl 

7. Agamemnon, Achilles, and Ulysses are characters in which of Shakespeare’s plays? Troilus and Cressida 

8. Who comes next in this series: David Vine, David Coleman, Sue Barker? Paddy McGuinness (presenters of 
A Question of Sport) 

9. Which town in New Mexico has an official seal that features a ‘little green man’? Roswell 

10. Which river is crossed by the Ha’Penny Bridge, the James Joyce Bridge, and the Seán 
O’Casey Bridge? 

Liffey 



Team Round 2 
1. British Beaches  

a) Also known as Holme I (one), what name has been given to the Bronze Age timber circle 
discovered in 1998 on the beach of Holme-next-the-Sea in Norfolk? 

Seahenge 

b) Vials containing layers of sands of different colours were once popular souvenirs from which 
beach on the Isle of Wight, noted for its multicoloured sand cliffs? 

Alum Bay 

c) The beaches of Broad Haven, Freshwater West, Newgale, Whitesands, and Poppit Sands are 
found in which UK national park? 

Pembrokeshire Coast 

2. Satire  
a) A satire on the aesthetic movement of the late 19th century, which comic opera by Gilbert 

and Sullivan has the subtitle Bunthorne’s Bride? 
Patience 

b) Which London nightclub noted for satire was founded in 1961 by Peter Cook and Nicholas 
Luard? 

The Establishment 

c) Captain John Yossarian is the antihero of which satirical war novel, first published in 1961? Catch-22 

3. Rhyming Terms  
a) Originally used to describe the works of Joanna Trollope, what two-word rhyming term is 

condescendingly used for family sagas dealing with British middle-class rural life? 
Aga Saga 

b) What affectionate rhyming name was given to the building that was the home of the BBC’s 
first regular television service, now home to the Masters snooker tournament? 

Ally Pally 

c) Now meaning ‘feeble or spineless’, which rhyming term was originally the nickname of poet 
Ambrose Phillips (1674–1749), noted for his insipid pastoral verse? 

Namby-Pamby 

4. Reality TV Disasters  
a) In which reality show of the 1990s did a series of shelves built by the resident handyman 

‘Handy’ Andy Kane collapse, destroying a valuable collection of teapots? 
Changing Rooms 

b) Beth Tweddle, Bradley Wiggins, Rebecca Adlington, and Linford Christie all suffered injuries 
while participating in which Channel 4 reality series? 

The Jump 

c) In which reality show did contestants Diana Beard and Ian Watters became involved in a 
controversial moment dubbed ‘bin-gate’? 

Great British Bake Off 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Debuts  

a) Which former England cricketer made his test-match debut in 1949 and his final appearance 
in 1976, but appeared in only 20 test matches in between?  

Brian Close 

b) Before going on to enormous commercial success, which 24-year-old directed Murder by the 
Book, the first regular episode of Columbo? 

Steven Spielberg 

c) Queen’s debut single Seven Seas of Rhye ends with a snatch of which music-hall song, the 
signature tune of Blackpool Tower Ballroom organist Reginald Dixon? 

Oh, I Do Like to Be Beside the 
Seaside 

6. Grandparents  
a) Which knighted actor, the founder of RADA, was a grandfather of Oliver Reed? Sir Herbert Beerbohm-Tree 

b) The apple cultivar Granny Smith originated in which country? Australia 

c) Which book by David Walliams has provided the inspiration for a ride of the same name at 
Alton Towers, opened in May 2021? 

Gangsta Granny 

7. Spies  
a) Which private secretary of Elizabeth I developed a vast network of spies and informers, and 

was responsible for foiling a number of plots against the Queen? 
Francis Walsingham 

b) In 1950, which German-born theoretical physicist was convicted of supplying information on 
the Manhattan Project to the USSR? 

Klaus Fuchs 

c) What was the code name of Elyesa Banza, the valet of the British ambassador to Turkey, 
who was one of Nazi Germany’s most dangerous spies during World War II? 

Cicero 

8. 20th Century Treaties  
a) Signed in 1929, The Lateran Treaty recognised the existence of which independent state, 

ending a 60-year-old dispute? 
Vatican City 

b) Where was a new land border created as a result of the 1986 Anglo-French Treaty of 
Canterbury? 

(The middle of) the Channel 
Tunnel 

c) What name was given to the 1939 nonaggression pact between the USSR and Nazi Germany, 
signed by, and named after, the foreign ministers of the respective countries? 

Molotov–(von) Ribbentrop Pact 



Individual Round 3 
1. Believed to be the second largest object in the Kuiper Belt, which dwarf planet is named 

after the creator god of Rapa Nui mythology? 
Makemake (Mah-kai Mah-kai) 

2. Who wrote the opera Gloriana, based on the relationship between Elizabeth the First and 
the Earl of Essex? 

Benjamin Britten 

3. The Jetta, Vento, and Bora were saloon-car variants of which popular hatchback? VW Golf 

4. In which Celtic writing system are letters represented by various series of short lines 
intersecting a single long straight line at different angles? 

Ogham or Ogam 

5. Originally shown on the Discovery Channel, which TV series examined the veracity of film 
and TV tropes and urban myths, pronouncing them ‘Busted’, ‘Plausible’ or ‘Confirmed’? 

Mythbusters 

6. Which occupation was initially restricted to men under five-feet seven-inches tall in the 
USSR, and under five-feet eleven-inches tall in the USA? 

Astronaut or Cosmonaut 

7. A questionable advertisement for the benefits of cosmetic dentistry, who is the current 
presenter of Ready Steady Cook? 

Rylan Clark(-Neal) 

8. Which group of people are sometimes known as ‘the three-comma club’? Billionaires 

9. What girl’s name links Top Gear, Murder She Wrote, Sex in the City, and a rabbit sex-
symbol? 

Jessica (Theme tune, J. Fletcher, 
Sarah J. Parker, J. Rabbit) 

10. Natives of the urban area near the mouth of which river are nicknamed ‘Smoggies’? Tees 

 
  



Team Round 4 
1. Gossip Columns  

a) During the Golden Age of Hollywood, who was gossip columnist Louella Parson’s arch-rival, 
with whom she had a long-running feud? 

Hedda Hopper 

b) The William Hickey gossip column appeared in which daily newspaper between 1933 and 
1987? 

Daily Express 

c) The Bizarre gossip column appears in which British daily newspaper? The Sun 

2. Cake  
a) A traditional Black Forest gateau that is sold in Germany must, by law, contain which 

liqueur?  
Kirsch or Kirchwasser 

b) Alfred Bird invented custard powder because of his wife’s allergy to eggs; which product did 
he invent because of her allergy to yeast? 

Baking Powder 

c) What do the eleven balls of marzipan found on a traditional simnel cake represent? (The eleven faithful) Apostles 

3. Portraits  
a) Five-year old William Milbourne James was the subject of which 1886 painting by Sir John 

Everett Millais, originally titled A Child’s World? 
Bubbles 

b) A Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer I (one), also known as The Lady in Gold, is the work of which 
Austrian Symbolist painter? 

Gustav Klimt 

c) Which American artist’s Portrait of Madame X caused a scandal when it was exhibited at the 
Paris Salon of 1884? 

John Singer Sergeant 

4. Sporting Mix  
a) In which sport is a 23-metre-long rope progressively shortened until the competitor fails to 

complete a set course? 
(Slalom) Water Skiing 

b) In 1982, Norway ended its 33-year ban on professional boxing; which other activity, 
currently an Olympic sport, was banned between 1978 and 1989? 

Skateboarding 

c) Who is the only player to win the Wimbledon men’s singles, doubles, and mixed doubles 
titles in a single year, doing so in 1939, in his only appearance in the tournament? 

Bobby Riggs 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Counties  

a) With just 6.3 people per square kilometre, which is England’s least densely populated 
ceremonial county? 

Northumberland 

b) According to road signs on its borders, which ceremonial county in the East Midlands claims 
to be ‘The Heart of Rural England’? 

Leicestershire 

c) The Battle of Stoke Field, the final conflict of the Wars of the Roses, took place in which 
Midlands county? 

Nottinghamshire 

6. Literary Starts  
a) ‘Early in the morning, late in the century, Cricklewood Broadway’ are the opening words of 

which debut novel by Zadie Smith? 
White Teeth 

b) ‘I exist!’ is the opening sentence of which debut novel by Kate Atkinson? Behind the Scenes at the 
Museum 

c) ‘I had been making the rounds of the Sacrifice Poles the day we heard my brother had 
escaped’, is the opening sentence of which debut novel by Iain Banks? 

The Wasp Factory 

7. Musical Gems  
a) Pink Floyd’s Shine on You Crazy Diamond is dedicated to which former member of the band? Syd Barret 

b) Which girl’s name appears in the titles of UK Top-Ten hits for Melanie, the Kaiser Chiefs, and 
Kenny Rogers and the First Edition? 

Ruby 

c) Whose second solo album Pearl was released three months after her death from a heroin 
overdose in October 1970? 

Janis Joplin 

8. Children’s TV  
a) Who provides the stentorian voice of Grampy Rabbit in Peppa Pig? Brian Blessed 

b) Which family owned ‘the biggest spotty dog you ever did see’? The Woodentops 

c) The dialogue of which of Oliver Postgate’s animated creations was recently revealed to have 
contained a number of swear words? 

The Clangers 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 
1. Which parliamentary seat in North Yorkshire has been held successively by Leon Brittan, 

William Hague, and Rishi Sunak? 
Richmond 

2. Who provided the inspiration for Dick Dastardly, the Fast Show’s 13th Duke of Wybourne, 
and the voice of Basil Brush? 

Terry-Thomas 

3. Inviting the disapproval of half the population of a British city, what is the US Secret 
Service’s codename for President Joe Biden? 

Celtic 

4. In 2016, which 96-year-old physician used an abdominal manipulation to save the life of a 
fellow resident at his retirement home in Cincinnati? 

Henry Heimlich (of Heimlich 
Manoeuvre Fame) 

5. In rugby union, the name of which canine is applied to the action of a defender attempting 
to steal the ball from a tackled player? 

Jackal 

6. Added to Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary in 2018, which word meaning to enlarge or 
expand, first appeared in a 1996 episode of The Simpsons? 

Embiggen(s) 

7. Ernest Hemingway wrote the 1929 novel Farewell to Arms; which author wrote the 1935 
short story Farewell to Legs? 

P. G. Wodehouse 

8. Which single word links a slang term for a significant other; a stratagem in contract bridge, 
chess, or baseball; a confined space; and an English rock band formed in 1974? 

Squeeze 

9. Jack Harvey is a pseudonym of which best-selling Scottish author of crime fiction? Ian Rankin 

10. Which weak inorganic acid of formula H3PO4 is listed among the ingredients of Coca-Cola? Phosphoric Acid (accept ortho- 
or monophosphoric acid) 

 
  



Team Round 6 
1. Too Old?  

a) Which 58-year-old actor played a test-match cricketer in the 1953 film The Final Test, 
scripted by Terrence Rattigan?  

Jack Warner (who later played a 
police sergeant at the age of 83) 

b) Which 33-year-old played schoolgirl Betty Rizzo in the 1978 film musical Grease? Stockard Channing 

c) In addition to writing the Oscar-winning screenplay, which 35-year-old played 19-year-old 
Elinor Dashwood in the 1995 film version of Sense and Sensibility? 

Emma Thompson 

2. Royalties  
a) Which jazz standard composed by saxophonist Paul Desmond continues to generate 

royalties of over $100,000 a year for the American Red Cross? 
Take Five 

b) Which organisation collected royalties on Sir Hubert Parry’s Jerusalem from 1928 until it 
passed into the public domain in 1968? 

Women’s Institute/WI 

c) Which work has been granted permanent copyright by an Act of Parliament, with all 
royalties from stage performances accruing to Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital? 

Peter Pan 

3. Nonfiction  
a) Bill Bryson’s A Walk in the Woods describes the author’s attempt to walk which long-

distance footpath? 
The Appalachian Way 

b) Which philosopher collaborated with Alfred North Whitehead to produce the three-volume 
Principia Mathematica, an attempt to create a logical foundation for mathematics? 

Bertrand Russell 

c) Who wrote Homage to Catalonia, a personal account of his experiences as a militiaman in 
the Spanish Civil War? 

George Orwell 

4. Sporting Mix  
a) Much in the news recently, Ghislaine Maxwell was once a director of which Football League 

club? 
Oxford United 

b) On a golf course, what is signified by a sign showing the letters ‘GUR’? Ground Under Repair 

c) At Headingly in 1973, which renowned cricketer was dismissed without scoring in his only 
appearance in a one-day international match? 

Garfield ‘Garry’ Sobers 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Science in Song  

a) Which law of physics was paraphrased by Flanders and Swann as, ‘You can’t pass heat from 
the cooler to the hotter // Try it if you like but you far better notter’? 

Second Law of Thermodynamics 

b) History of Everything by the Barenaked Ladies was the theme tune of which long-running 
comedy series? 

The Big Bang Theory 

c) ‘Just remember that you're standing on a planet that's evolving // And revolving at nine 
hundred miles an hour’ is a lyric from The Galaxy Song from which Monty Python film? 

Monty Python’s The Meaning of 
Life 

6. Classical Music and Film  
a) Who provided the score for the 1948 film Scott of the Antarctic? Ralph Vaughan Williams 

b) Which piece by Johann Strauss the Younger is heard during the scene in which a shuttle-
craft docks with a rotating space station in 2001: A Space Odyssey? 

The Blue Danube 

c) Which piece by Richard Wagner accompanies the dawn raid on a Vietnamese village by 
helicopter gunships in Frances Ford Coppola’s Apocalypse Now? 

Ride of The Valkyries 

7. Toms  
a) Which footballer was known as ‘The Preston Plumber’? Tom Finney 

b) Which silent movie star who helped define the Western genre was a pallbearer at the 
funeral of Wyatt Earp, alongside his fellow Western star William S. Hart? 

Tom Mix 

c) Which quarterback holds the records for most winning appearances in the Superbowl; six 
times with the New England Patriots and once with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers? 

Tom Brady 

8. British Cheese  
a) Described as ‘dense and semi-hard, with a moist, crumbly texture and a mild, salty taste’, 

what is reputedly the oldest named variety of English cheese? 
Cheshire 

b) Which English cathedral features in the logo of the Cathedral City brand of Cheddar cheese? Wells 

c) ‘The Big Cheese’ is an annual three-day food festival held in which Welsh town? Caerphilly 



Individual Round 7 
1. Which soft drink was invented in 1927 by Newcastle pharmacist William Walker Hunt? An 

initial letter ‘G’ in its name was subsequently dropped. 
Lucozade (originally Glucozade) 

2. Who was the first astronaut born in Italy to orbit the Moon? Michael Collins (born in Rome) 

3. Which race of predatory creatures first appeared in the award-winning Dr Who episode 
Blink? 

The Weeping Angels 

4. What word links a walrus, a fictional detective, and a telecommunications pioneer? Morse 

5. What alliteratively named system of sensory organs do many species of fish use to detect 
movement, vibration, and pressure gradients in the surrounding water? 

Lateral Line 

6. The name of which fictional villain is used to describe the action of deliberately avoiding 
the use of a particular name or word on social media? 

Voldemort 

7. Edward Murdstone is the stepfather of which title character of a Dickens novel? David Copperfield 

8. According to Buddhist tradition, Gautama Buddha was born in Lumbini in which present-
day country?  

Nepal 

9. Which cathedral in eastern England has an unusual octagonal central tower? Ely 

10. Often abbreviated as VC, what term is used for the maximum amount of air that a person 
can expel from their lungs after a full inhalation? 

Vital Capacity 

 
  



Team Round 8 
1. Speak Ill of the Dead  

a) Which British monarch’s obituary in The Times implied that no one had wept for his death as 
he had no devoted friends? 

George IV 

b) ‘His bizarre life-style and personal notoriety eclipsed his talent and his numerous 
achievements’ is an extract from which singer’s 2009 obituary in The Guardian? 

Michael Jackson 

c) Hunter S. Thompson wrote, ‘Honest historians will remember him mainly as a rat who kept 
scrambling to get back on the ship’, in a 1994 obituary of which US President? 

Richard Nixon 

2. Multipurpose Tunes  
a) Which UK number one for Elvis Presley was based on the German folk song Muss i den? Wooden Heart 

b) John Newton’s hymn Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken is usually sung to the tune of which 
country’s national anthem? 

Germany 

c) Alan Sherman’s America’s a Nice Italian Name is set to which popular tune, written in 1880 
to commemorate the opening of a cable railway on Mount Vesuvius?  

Funiculì, Funiculà 

3. Island Features  
a) Fingal’s Cave is a feature of which island in the Inner Hebrides? Staffa 

b) The Neolithic village of Skara Brae and the Ring of Brodgar stone circle are found on which 
Scottish Island? 

Mainland Orkney 

c) The Laxey Wheel, also known as Lady Isabella, the largest working waterwheel in the world, 
is a feature of which island of the British archipelago? 

Isle of Man 

4. Shadows  
a) Which British company produced the Black Shadow, advertised in 1948 as the ‘world’s 

fastest production motorcycle’? 
Vincent 

b) The MP for Normanton, Pontefract, and Castleford, who was appointed Shadow Secretary of 
State for the Home Department in November 2021? 

Yvette Cooper 

c) Who played the role of author C. S. Lewis in the 1993 biopic Shadowlands? Anthony Hopkins 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. History—The French Connection  

a) Which edict of 1598 granted various civil rights to Huguenots? Edict of Nantes 

b) A major failure resulting in the loss of over 3600 allied–mainly Canadian–soldiers and 106 
RAF aircraft, the 1942 Operation Jubilee was an attempted raid on which Normandy port?  

Dieppe 

c) What French name is given to the period 1871 to 1914, which was saw peace, prosperity, 
and technological and cultural innovation in France? 

La Belle Époque 

6. Titles  
a) Filip Fabricius, a Bohemian Catholic officer, was given the title Baron von Hohenfall, literally 

meaning ‘Baron of High Fall’, after surviving what event of 1618? 
(Third) Defenestration of Prague 

b) What was the title of the socialite whose scandalous and much-publicized divorce from her 
second husband featured in the BBC series A Very British Scandal? 

Duchess of Argyll 

c) What title was given in pre-Tudor England to the officer appointed during Christmastide to 
preside over a series of revels known as the Feast of Fools? 

Lord of Misrule (Also accept 
Abbot or King of Misrule) 

7. Alternative Titles  
a) ‘The Sacred and Profane Memories of Captain Charles Ryder’ is the alternative title of which 

novel? 
Brideshead Revisited 

b) First published between 1768 and 1771, which reference work once had the alternative title, 
‘A Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, Compiled upon a New Plan’? 

Encyclopaedia Britannica  

c) What is the alternative title of J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit? There and Back Again 

8. 1950s Literature  
a) Santiago is the title character of which 1952 novella by Ernest Hemingway? The Old Man and the Sea 

b) Sal Paradise is the protagonist and narrator of which semi-autobiographical American novel 
of 1957? 

On the Road (Jack Kerouac) 

c) In which 1954 novel does the drunken title character attempt to deliver a public lecture on 
‘Merrie England’ to an audience of university and civic dignitaries? 

Lucky Jim (Kingsley Amis) 



Beer Round 
 

1.   
a) The Staffordshire market town of Willenhall is traditionally associated with the manufacture 

of which mechanical items? 
Locks (and keys) 

b) Which 2015 film had the tagline, ‘Help is only 140 million miles away’? The Martian 

c) Which city is known in Welsh as ‘Caeredin’(Kai-red-in)? Edinburgh 

2.   
a) The Devonshire market town of Honiton has a museum dedicated to which commodity, 

traditionally manufactured in the area? 
Lace 

b) Which 2019 film had the tagline, ‘Put on a happy face’? Joker 

c) The Water of Lieth flows through Edinburgh; which city in New Zealand stands on a small 
river of the same name? 

Dunedin 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Founded in 1985, and encompassing 9094 stores in 14 countries at its 2004 peak, which 
franchised video rental-store group is now reduced to a single outlet in Bend, Oregon? 

Blockbusters LLC 

2. Who wrote the children’s book We’re All Going on a Bear Hunt? Michael Rosen 

3. Who was the proprietor of the recently closed Diddly Squat Farm Shop, near the Cotswold 
village of Chadlington? 

Jeremy Clarkson 

 


