
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, October 19th. 
Set by: Roger Springthorpe 

 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are 
not essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is 
“Tom Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in 
italics are purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, 
“Roosevelt” for “Theodore Roosevelt”), you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the 
answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 All answers contain a reference to a police sergeant off TV. 
 
 

1. Which is the northernmost island of the Outer Hebrides, which are also known as the 
Western Isles? 

Lewis (Inspector Morse) 

2. In the 1970s, who became the first black player to play for England’s senior national football 
team? 

Viv Anderson (Police Woman) 

3. Which archaeologist led the expedition which discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun? Howard Carter (The Sweeney) 

4. Founded in Birmingham in 1860, which company was the biggest manufacturer of electrical 
parts for automobiles until merging with an American company in 1996? 

Lucas (Maigret) 

5 Which player in a Rugby Union team usually wears the Number 2 on his shirt or Number 9 in 
Rugby League? 

Hooker (T.J.Hooker) 

6. Who won the Best Actress Oscar for her portrayal of Fantine in the film of the musical “Les 
Misérables”? 

Ann Hathaway (Lewis) 

7. Which line named after the two British astronomers who devised it, separated the northern 
states and the southern states at the outbreak of the American Civil War? 

Mason Dixon Line (Dixon of Dock 
Green) 

8. Which character in Coronation Street made their first appearance in May 1966 and their 
final one in November 2003 when they left to live in Brighton? 

Bet Lynch (Z Cars) 

9. Which day of the week was named after the wife of Odin?  Friday (Dragnet) 

10. Where was Achilles killed by a poisoned arrow in his heel? Troy (Midsummer Murders) 

 



Team Round 2 
1. Scottish Geography  

a) Which is the largest town by population on any of the Scottish islands? Kirkwall (Lewis) 

b) Which river, the third longest in Scotland, is essential to the whisky industry? Spey 

c) Which market town is known as the Queen of the South? Dumfries 

2. Football  
a) How many men’s FIFA World Cup Finals have been decided on penalties? Two 

b) In 1956, which city hosted the first European Cup/Champions League final? Paris 

c) Which was the last non-Premier League team to contest a Community Shield game? Wigan Athletic 

3. Magazines  
a) In which decade did the Readers Digest first appear? 1920s (1921) 

b) Which magazine is famous for the yellow edging around its cover? National Geographic 

c) Which magazine, still on sale today, cost 2 old pence when it first went on sale in 1923? Radio Times 

4. Literature  
a) Who is the current Poet Laureate? Simon Armitage 

b) What was the name of Harper Lee’ssecond book?  Go Set a Watchman 

c) In which book does William Boot work for the Daily Boot? Scoop 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Cornwall  

a) What is the Cornish name for Cornwall? Kernow 

b) What colours are on the Cornish flag? Black and White 

c) What is a Cornish Split? Bread Roll 

6. Nature  
a) The endangered Bonobo is a pygmy type of which other primate? Chimpanzee 

b) Which bird is sometimes referred to as the long-tailed crow, especially by poets? Magpie 

c) Which colourful insects are the two most common members of the order Odonata? Dragonflies and Damselflies 

7. Police Identification  
a) What does a Chief Inspector wear on each of his shoulder epaulettes as a badge of his rank? Three Pips (officially Order of the 

Bath Stars) 
b) Which rank wears a single crown on each epaulette?  Superintendent 

c) What does an ordinary constable wear on each epaulette? Their Number or Warrant 
Number 

8. Record Robberies  
a) Where specifically did the Brink Mats robbery take place in Britain in 1983? Heathrow Airport 

b) Where specifically did a robbery take place in 2015 where the criminal gang had an average 
age of 64, the oldest member being 76? 

Hatton Garden 

c) Where in 2000 was a diamond worth 529 million dollars one of the targets of a failed 
robbery?  

Millennium Dome 



Individual Round 3 All answers have or are a number 
 
 

1. What number do you dial for the speaking clock? 123 

2. Twenty Years After is the sequel to which classic adventure book? The Three Musketeers 

3. Which group of heroes are known as Marvel Comics first family? The Fantastic Four 

4. The songs “We’re in the Money”, “You’re Getting to be a Habit with Me” and “Shuffle off to 
Buffalo” all feature in which musical? 

42nd Street 

5. How many syllables are there supposed to be in a Japanese haiku? 17 

6. In Imperial measurement what is the weight of the shot used by men in the Olympic putting 
the shot for men? 

16lbs. 

7. Which weight of weakling was mentioned in the advertisements of Charles Atlas? 97 Pounds 

8. How much is the electric company in a standard game of Monopoly? £150 

9. What value is represented by the letter D in Roman numerals? 500 

10. What number U.S. President was Barack Obama? 44 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Astronomy  

a) Which gas makes up 95% of the atmosphere of Mars?  Carbon Dioxide (CO2) 

b) What name have scientists given to the deepest layer of the Sun which can be seen directly? Photosphere 

c) What is the third brightest astronomical object in the sky, or the second brightest in the 
night sky? 

Venus 

2. The Bible  
a) Who was the older brother of Moses? Aaron 

b) With 150 chapters which is the longest book of the Bible? Psalms 

c) In the Roman Catholic tradition, there are three named archangels – Michael, Gabriel, and 
which other? 

Raphael 

3. Gold  
a) According to the World Gold Council which country produces the most gold annually? China 

b) In which country was the Welcome Stranger, the world’s largest gold nugget, discovered? Australia 

c) Where in California was gold discovered in 1848 which led to an estimated 300,000 people 
going to it? 

Sutter’s Mill 

4. China  
a) Which duo was the first pop act to tour China? Wham! 

b) Which popular phrase from China translates as “Wind Water”? Feng Shui 

c) What in China began on October 16 1934 and finished on October 22 1935? The Long March 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Cartoon characters  

a) Which cartoon character has the first name Quincy and a nephew named Waldo? Mr. Magoo 

b) Whose original name was Happy Rabbit? Bugs Bunny 

c) Who is Squidward Tentacle’s neighbour? Spongebob Squarepants (accept 
Patrick Star) 

6. Prisons  
a) Which prison in West Yorkshire is nicknamed Monster Manor because of the large number 

of murderers it has as inmates? 
HMP Wakefield 

b) Armley Gaol is the historical name for the prison in which northern city? Leeds 

c) What was the original name of Birmingham Prison? Winson Green 

7. World War II aircraft  
a) In July 1944, during World War II, what significance first was made by the introduction of the 

Messerschmitt 262 into combat? 
World’s first operational Jet 
Fighter (accept jet-powered) 

b) Which British multi-purpose aircraft, also known as the DH.98, proved substantially faster 
than the Spitfire in comparison trials? 

de Havilland Mosquito 

c) Which dual engine American Lockheed aircraft was allegedly the fastest prop fighter of 
World War II? 

Lockheed P-38 Lightning (accept 
either P-38 or Lightning) 

8. Odd word origins  
a) Which fruit takes its name from a South American word for “testicle”? Avocado 

b) Which part of the human body gets its name from the Latin for “little mouse”? Muscle 

c) In which European country is Odd is a common male forename, although it is used nowhere 
else at all? 

Norway 



 
Round 5 Individual questions Each question refers to an incident that happened in an October 
 

1. On October 2nd, 1936, which country was invaded by the forces of Italy Abyssinia (accept Ethiopia, 
changed name in 1948) 

2. On October 5th, 1905, from which empire did Bulgaria gain independence? Ottoman 

3. On October 12th,1492, Columbus made his first landfall in North America in the Bahamas. 
What did he name the first island on which he landed on? 

San Salvador Island 

4. On October 16th, 1859, who, together with Henry Fern, led the raid on Harper’s Ferry? John Brown 

5. On October 28th, 1919, the Volstead Act was passed in the USA. What was it responsible for? Prohibition 

6. On October 26th, 1825, the first navigable canal which connected the Atlantic to the Great 
Lakes opened. Which canal was it? 

Erie Canal 

7. On October 4th, 1911, which new aid to pedestrians opened in Earls Court? Escalators 

8. On October 4th, 1943, which island became the first French territory in Europe freed from 
the Nazis?  

Corsica 

9. On October 7th, 1985, which Italian passenger ship was seized by Palestinian terrorists? Achille Lauro 

10. On October 10th, 1973, who resigned from the office of Vice President of the USA amid 
charges of tax evasion and illegal payments made while he was governor of Maryland? 

Spiro Agnew 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Death Row Pop  

a) In the song “The Green Green Grass of Home” what is the name of the sweetheart of the 
singer? 

Mary 

b) Which Bee Gees song is about a man due to walk the last mile with a preacher? I’ve Gotta Get a Message To You 

c) Which song first recorded by the Kingston Trio in 1958 is based on an old folk song about the 
murder of Laura Fulton in North Carolina? 

Tom Dooley 

2. Chemistry  
a) Which is the most abundant protein in the human body?  Type 1 Collagen 

b) All organic molecules contain which two elements? Carbon and Hydrogen 

c) Which element used to be called Stibnium or Stibnite? Antimony 

3. Golf  
a) In which town is the Royal St. George’s Golf Club based? Sandwich (Kent) 

b) The collective nickname for the 11th,12th and 13th holes at Augusta on the Masters Course is 
what? 

Amen Corner 

c) Who was the first European golfer to win the US Masters? Seve Ballesteros 

4. Carry On Film Appearances  
a) Who made his only appearance in a Carry On film playing Sergeant Bung in ‘Carry On 

Screaming!’? 
Harry H. Corbett 

b) Which Bond girl made three appearances in Carry On films before retiring from filmmaking 
in the late sixties? 

Shirley Eaton 

c) Which actor who played Doctor Who appeared in four Carry On films? Jon Pertwee 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Clowns  

a) What nationality was Joseph Grimaldi who was known as the father of modern clowning? English 

b) How do clowns in the tradition of Joseph Grimaldi refer to their makeup? Whiteface 

c) Under what West Country tourist attraction are the eggs registering the makeup of clowns 
stored due to their fragility? 

Wookey Hole 

6. Food  
a) Which pungent food with alleged medically beneficial properties has an annual festival on 

the Isle of Wight? 
Garlic 

b) From which beans are baked beans made? Haricot 

c) From which French city did bouillabaisse originate? Marseilles 

7. Stately Homes  
a) Which stately home was used for filming Downton Abbey? Highclere Castle 

b) Which member of the nobility owns Longleat? Marquess of Bath or Ceawlin 
Thynn 

c) Which stately home is famous for the Cascades, the Serpentine Hedge, and the Emperor 
Fountain? 

Chatsworth House 

8. Norse Mythology  
a) What was the bridge Bifröst, that connected Midgard to Asgard, formed from? A Rainbow 

b) Which trickster figure of Norse mythology has, in recent years, been played by Tom 
Hiddleston on the big screen? 

Loki 

c) Which Norse god was associated with the burning rainbow bridge Bifröst? Heimdall 



Individual Round 7 all questions involve the colour yellow 
 
 

1. What variety of fish is a Yellowfin? Tuna 

2. Yellowstone National Park lies mainly in which state of the USA? Wyoming 

3. Which town in Texas, made famous in song, has a name which means “yellow” in Spanish? Amarillo 

4. In the Beatles film “Yellow Submarine” which villainous creatures invade Pepperland? Blue Meanies 

5. Which South American country’s flag is a horizontal tricolour of yellow, blue and red with 
the yellow stripe filling the top half of the flag? 

Colombia 

6. What does a yellow flag indicate in Formula One racing? Danger or Hazard 

7. The double yellow dot ball introduced in 2000 is the competition standard ball in which 
sport?  

Squash 

8. In the famous Yellow Pages ad on TV, on what subject had J.R. Hartley written a book? Fly Fishing 

9. In which country did the Yellow Vest protests movement take place? France 

10. Which band, who share their name with an extremely popular author, took the song “Yellow 
River” to the top of the UK charts? 

Christie 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Horses  

a) In the Discworld books by Terry Pratchett what was the name of Death’s horse? Binky 

b) What was the name of Michael Morpurgo’s War Horse? Joey 

c) Who was the owner of the horse Anmer which trampled Emily Davison to death at the 
Derby? 

King George V 

2. Sweet tooth Who originally introduced these confections 
a) Toffee Crisp Mackintosh’s 

b) Love Hearts Swizzels Matlow 

c) Wagon Wheels (the UK version) Burton’s 

3. Gordons  
a) Which Gordon was convicted as a Soviet spy and exchanged in 1964 for soviet held British 

businessman Greville Wynne? 
Lonsdale 

b) At which club did goalkeeper Gordon Banks begin his football career? Chesterfield FC 

c) Which Charles Dickens novel is set during the Gordon riots? Barnaby Rudge 

4. Empires   
a) Atahualpa (1502-1533) was last ruler of which empire? Inca or Incan 

b) The empress Maude (or Mathilda) was the daughter of which English king? Henry I 

c) According to the Gospels Jesus Christ was crucified during the reign of which Roman 
Emperor? 

Tiberius 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. British Isles  

a) The Lady Isabella is the oldest working waterwheel in the world. In which Isle of Man village 
is it situated?  

Laxey 

b) How is Ynys Mon more commonly known? Anglesey 

c) What does CG stand for an ordnance survey map? Cattle Grid 

6. Horse Racing  
a) Established in 1539 which is Britain’s oldest racecourse? Chester (The Roodee) 

b) What is Britain’s westernmost racecourse? Newton Abbot 

c) Which is Britain’s northernmost racecourse? Perth 

7. Smelly Stuff  
a) Which company makes the perfume Opium? Yves St. Laurent 

b) What name is given to the chemical scent given off by many animals to attract a mate? Pheromones 

c) In which French town, alleged to be the perfume capital of the world, can you find the 
International Perfume Museum? 

Grasse 

8. Weather  
a) What happens to a tropical storm when its wind speed reaches 74m.p.h.? It Becomes a Hurricane 

b) The Met Office defines a heatwave as when a certain maximum temperature, dependent on 
location, is reached on how many consecutive days? 

3 (Three) 

c) Which weather forecast shipping area lies directly south of Ireland? Fastnet 



Beer Round 
 

1. Beer time  
a) On which island was cricketer Viv Richards born? Antigua 

b) In which European country did Daniel Peter develop a method of creating milk chocolate? Switzerland 

c) King Henry IV is the only king buried in which cathedral? Canterbury 

2. Beer time  
a) On which island was cricketer Garfield Sobers born? Barbados 

b) Which is the biggest chocolate manufacturing company in the world? Mars 

c) In which cathedral is King John buried? Worcester 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. Who was Gerald Ford’s Vice President? Nelson Rockefeller 

2. In which Yorkshire town did James Alfred Whyte, writer of the James Herriot stories, have a 
veterinary practice? 

Thirsk 

3. Under what name does the Mid Hants Heritage railway market itself? Watercress Line 

 


