
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 26th October 2022 
 

Set by: DE 

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 



 
Individual Round 1  
 
 

1. Officially designated Chief Mouser to the Cabinet Office, what is the name of the Downing Street 
cat? 

Larry 

2. Which name is shared by two separate UK cities? Bangor 

3. Which peninsula is referred to in the name of the Peninsular War, fought between 1807 and 
1814? 

Iberian Peninsula 
(Accept Spain/Portugal) 

4. What is the term for a brownie made without chocolate, with the vanilla usually being 
substituted for cocoa? 

Blondie 

5. In the Anglican tradition, what service is broadly equivalent to Vespers in the Catholic liturgy? Evensong 

6. In which month of the year is the St Leger traditionally run? September 

7. Which Paris landmark is situated in the Place Charles de Gaulle, historically known as the Place 
d’Étoile? 

Arc de Triomphe 

8. What was the original name of the board game known since 2015 simply as Catan? Settlers of Catan   
(Accept Settlers) 

9. The Doddie Weir Cup is contested between Scotland and which other rugby-playing nation? Wales 

10. What is the alternative name for the common seal, a reference to one of its usual habitats? Harbour seal 



Team Round 2 
1. French Cuisine: British Favourites Which dishes familiar in the UK most closely approximate to these French menu items? 

a) Breakfast: Pain perdu; French (or Bombay or Gypsy) toast 
or Eggy bread or Poor Knights 

b) Main course: Hachis Parmentier; Shepherd’s Pie or Cottage Pie 

c) Dessert: Omelette Norvégienne (English name coined in the USA to honour an 1867 territory 
acquisition). 

Baked Alaska  
(Accept Bombe Alaska) 

2. Plaques to the Non-existent  
a) Which character in children’s books, films and TV has the City of Westminster honoured with a 

green plaque on Platform 1 of one of its rail termini? 
Paddington Bear 

b) A blue plaque outside an animation editing studio in Covent Garden proclaims the 1976-1987 
residency of which non-existent showman and entrepreneur, describing him as a “film maker”? 

Monty Python 

c) A blue plaque at Marnock Road, Brockley, SE4, commemorates Amanda Grayson (2210-2258). 
Who would be Ms Grayson’s more famous son? 

(Mr) Spock 

3. US Roads  
a) Which road feature is known in North America as a Texas gate? Cattle grid 

b) What is the UK equivalent of what Americans term a beltway? Orbital motorway or rd, or Ring rd, 
or Circular rd (Accept By-pass) 

c) What does the letter I stand for in many highway designations in the USA’s network, a notable 
example being the I-5 connecting the borders with Canada and Mexico?  

Interstate 

4. All Aboard  
a) What is the function of the head or heads on a boat or ship? Toilet or equivalent 

b) What is the term for an upright wall or partition within the hull of a ship? Bulkhead 

c) What is the term for the process of sealing between the planks of a wooden vessel with a 
fibrous material soaked in tar? 

Caulking 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Holy Men of Science  

a) Dubbed Doctor Mirabilis, which 13th century friar is renowned for his contributions to optics 
and the scientific method, and for recording the recipe for a destructive Chinese invention? 

Roger Bacon 

b) Which 19th century friar, born in what is now Czechia, established many of the rules of heredity 
with his work on pea plants? 

Gregor Mendel 

c) Who was the Belgian priest and academic who proposed the Big Bang Theory? Georges Lemaître 

6. Football: Borrowed Kits  
a) Which team’s strip was openly emulated by Leeds United when in 1961 they replaced their 

former blue and gold kit with their present colours? 
Real Madrid 

b) Which British club’s black-and-white striped kit did Juventus adopt to replace their fade-prone 
pink shirts and black tie? 

Notts County 

c) Top Argentine club Boca Juniors claim that they vowed that their colours would be those on the 
flag of the next ship to enter La Boca harbour. What was the ship’s nationality? 

Sweden or Swedish 

7. Oscar-Winners’ Mums Who are the Oscar-Winning children of these actress mothers? 
a) Blythe Danner; Gwyneth Paltrow 

b) Phillida Law (mother of a two-time winner); Emma Thompson 

c) The late Jill Balcon (mother of a three-time winner). Daniel Day-Lewis 

8. Shared Islands  
a) Which island, the World’s third-largest, incorporates territory of three separate countries? Borneo 

(Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei) 
b) The territory of which small Caribbean holiday island is divided between France and the 

Netherlands? 
Saint-Martin or Sint Maarten 

c) What is the name of the island shared by Haiti and the Dominican Republic? Hispaniola 



Individual Round 3 What forename and surname do each of these pairs of real or fictional people share: 
 
 

1. A scientist, broadcaster and musician; a Scottish actor whose most conspicuous roles include a 
serial killer and a media mogul? 

Brian Cox 

2. A former Gloucester, Wasps and England prop; a celebrity chef once married to Fern Britton? Phil Vickery 

3. Two broadcasters: one a stalwart of The One Show, the other the professional conspiracy 
theorist behind the InfoWars website? 

Alex Jones  

4. A 21st century Chancellor of the Exchequer; a major character in Vanity Fair? George Osborne 

5. An Oscar-winner for Les Miserables; the spouse of an eminent playwright and poet? Anne Hathaway 

6. A “Founding Father” of the USA; an American composer notable for the operas Nixon in China 
and The Death of Klinghoffer? 

John Adams 

7. A 16th century queen; a “Bond girl” in Live and Let Die? Jane Seymour 

8. A veteran radio DJ born Peter Dingley; a 19th century Kilmarnock shopkeeper who founded a 
whisky brand?  

Johnnie Walker  

9. Two musicians: one a composer and lutenist who wrote music for Shakespeare, the other a 
blues pioneer reputed to have learnt his craft from the Devil? 

Robert Johnson 

10. A philosopher, scientist and statesman of the 16th and 17th centuries; an Irish-born painter, one 
of whose works is nicknamed The Screaming Pope? 

Francis Bacon 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Finches  

a) Which predominantly brown finch gets its name from its fondness for flax seeds? Linnet 

b) Which finch with a characteristic beak is often accorded the description “Scottish” and is the 
only bird species endemic to the United Kingdom? 

(Scottish) Crossbill 

c) Which relatively common garden finch, green with black and yellow wing markings, was once 
popular with bird fanciers as an aberdevine? 

Siskin 

2. Gaelic Sports  
a) With a capacity of 82,300, which stadium is the largest on the island of Ireland and is the 

headquarters of the Gaelic Athletic Association? 
Croke Park, Dublin 

b) What variant of hurling is played by women? Camogie 

c) Against which country does an all-Ireland Gaelic football team compete for the Cormac 
McAnallen Cup, the culmination of the biennial International Rules Series? 

Australia 

3. Italian Cities: English Meanings  
a) Which city, a location in Romeo and Juliet, shares its name with a loose gown fashionable in 16th 

and 17th century France? 
Mantua 

b) Which Italian port shares its name with a type of cake and a sail originally known as an 
overlapping jib? 

Genoa 

c) Which city, once the south-eastern terminus of the Appian Way, shares its name with a song 
that accompanies drinking, or more precisely toasting? 

Brindisi  

4. Funerary Music  
a) Which US city hosts “jazz funerals” for which a brass band accompanies the procession?  New Orleans 

b) Which bagpipe lament often played at military funerals mourns the Scots’ defeat at the 1513 
Battle of Flodden? 

Flowers of the Forest 

c) Which composer wrote the 1695 Music for the Funeral of Queen Mary? Henry Purcell 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Rivers in Literature  

a) Who wrote the memoir Life on the Mississippi, published in 1883? Mark Twain or  
Samuel Langhorne Clemens 

b) Dorlcote Mill, a location referenced in the title of a classic 19th century novel, stands near the 
village of St Ogg’s, at the confluence of the River Ripple and which other watercourse? 
 

River Floss 

c) Which Russian author’s novel And Quiet Flows the Don was largely instrumental in his being 
awarded the 1965 Nobel Prize for Literature? 

Mikhail Sholokhov 

6. Album Titles  
a) What is the title of Robbie Williams’ third album, based on a football terrace taunt sung loosely 

to the tune of Guantanamera? 
Sing When You’re Winning 

b) Name either of the consecutive Queen albums whose titles are shared with consecutive Marx 
Brothers films.  

A Night at the Opera or 
A Day at the Races 

c) The title of the Arctic Monkeys album Whatever People Say I Am, That’s What I’m Not is a line 
delivered by Albert Finney in the 1960 film based on which Alan Sillitoe novel? 

Saturday Night and Sunday 
Morning 

7. Revolutionaries’ Day Jobs  
a) Which revolutionary and eventual national leader worked in hotel kitchens in Britain, France 

and Italy? 
Ho Chi Minh 

b) Though a declared atheist, which of the leaders of the Russian Revolution began training as an 
Orthodox priest, and later worked as a meteorologist at a Tbilisi observatory? 

Joseph Stalin 
(Accept Ioseb Jughashvili) 

c) Which revolutionary, who would become one of the World’s most powerful leaders, adopted 
Marxism-Leninism while working as a university librarian?  

Mao Zedong   
(Accept Mao Tse-tung) 

8. DreamWorks  
a) Subtitled Pictures of Pagan Russia, for which ballet did Stravinsky claim inspiration from a 

vision? 
The Rite of Spring or  
Le Sacre du printemps 

b) The structure of which organic compound was proposed by August Kekulé after what he said 
was a day-dream of a snake biting its own tail? 

Benzene 

c) Sometimes subtitled A Vision in a Dream, which poem did Samuel Taylor Coleridge claim to 
have written on waking from a dream interrupted by “a person from Porlock”?  

Kubla Khan 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5  
 
 

1. What specific mode of transport is propelled by a quant? Punt (Accept Barge; prompt Boat; 
accept clear description of use) 

2. What are a competitive cyclist’s palmarès? Record of Achievements or Wins 
or Prizes or equivalent 

3. What is the inscription on the George Cross medal? For Gallantry 

4. Since 1950, the population of which US city has declined by almost two-thirds, taking it from the 
country’s 4th most populous to its 27th? 

Detroit 

5. Which common consumable is manufactured using the Chorleywood Process? Bread 

6. According to legend and Shakespeare, which English king was sent a gift of tennis balls by the 
Dauphin of France? 

Henry V 

7. An atom of what must be added to an ammonium sulfite molecule to make it ammonium 
sulfate?  

Oxygen 

8. Since January 2021, what name has been adopted by the Brexit Party? Reform UK 

9. Lending its name to a sinister fictional hotel, what is the usual North American term for a 
viewpoint? 

Overlook 
 

10. Against whom or what were the Gordon Riots of 1780 directed? Catholics or Catholicism 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Chess Terms  

a) In the world of chess, what kind of player is a patzer? Weak or equivalent 

b) What two-word French term describes the situation in which a pawn captures a horizontally 
adjacent enemy pawn that has just advanced two squares in a single move? 

En passant 

c) Meaning “I adjust” in French, what utterance before making a move allows a player to 
legitimately move a piece within its square? 

J’adoube 

2. Superstar Songsmiths Stars who wrote songs that were number one hits for other artists but not themselves   
a) An artist with a one-word name and almost 20 UK top ten entries to his name, who wrote 

Sinéad O’Connor’s 1990 number one, Nothing Compares 2 U? 
Prince 

b) Which singer, with hits stretching from the sixties almost to the present, wrote The Monkees’ 
number one I’m a Believer? 

Neil Diamond  

c) Which musician with several successful bands wrote Only You, Christmas number one for The 
Flying Pickets in 1983? 

Vince Clarke 
(of Dépeche Mode, Yazoo, Erasure) 

3. Mammal Misnomers Identify the families to which these inappropriately named mammals belong. 
a) Meerkat; Mongooses or Herpestidae 

b) Prairie dog; Squirrels or Sciuridae  (Accept 
Ground squirrels or Marmots) 

c) Aardwolf. Hyenas or Hyaenidae 

4. English County Tops  
a) The names of the highest points of Herefordshire, West Yorkshire and West Sussex all include 

which colour? 
Black (B Mountain, B Hill, B Down) 

b) Which word for high ground, particularly in chalk landscapes, is found in the singular or plural in 
the names of the high points of the Isle of Wight, Bedfordshire and (again) West Sussex? 

Down (St Boniface D, Dunstable Ds, 
Black D) 

c) Which word implying a summit with a particular historical use occurs in the names of the 
highest points of Somerset, Worcestershire and (this time) East Sussex?  

Beacon (Dunkery B, Worcestershire 
B, Ditchling B) 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Biblical Couples  

a) What action did Delilah order in order to destroy Samson’s prodigious strength? Cutting his hair or equivalent 

b) Which king was incited to heresy by his wife Jezebel? King Ahab 

c) In which book of the New Testament are Ananias and Sapphira struck down for supposedly 
lying about how much money they could donate to the fledgling Church? 

Acts of the Apostles 
 

6. Brothers of Invention  
a) What was the appropriate surname of brothers Auguste and Louis who invented a cine camera 

and projector? 
Lumière 

b) In which US state did the Wright brothers achieve their first sustained flight? North Carolina 

c) The Montgolfier brothers were in the business of manufacturing which product, used 
extensively in the manufacture of their pioneering hot-air balloon? 

Paper 

7. Rarely Seen or Heard  
a) Surprisingly not noted for his contributions to particle physics, which silent Archers character 

was long time chauffeur to Grey Gables proprietor Jack Woolley? 
(John) Higgs 

b) What is the name of the boy to whom the toys in Toy Story belong? Andy (Davis) 

c) What is the forename of the hostess of the party featured In Mike Leigh’s classic TV play 
Abigail’s Party? Fifteen-year-old Abigail is hosting her party unseen next door? 

Beverly 

8. Scottish Diminutives  
a) Which word for a “Dedicated Follower of Fashion” emerged in the late 18th century from a 

Scottish pet form of Andrew? 
Dandy 

b) Widely but probably wrongly thought to be an acronym*, which diminutive of Edward is used in 
Scotland to describe a hooligan, inspiring the title of a 2010 film about Glasgow youth culture? 

Ned  (Film title = Neds) 
(*non-educated delinquent) 

c) Sawney was an 18th century Englishman’s nickname for any Scotsman, and by chauvinistic 
extension, a stupid person. Of which more formal name is Sawney a diminutive?  

Alasdair or Alexander 



Individual Round 7  
 
 

1. Name any one of the Atlantic archipelagos that comprise Macaronesia.  Azores or Madeira or Canaries or 
Cape Verde/Cabo Verde 

2. An attraction at Edinburgh Castle, the Honours of Scotland are the equivalent of what for the UK 
as a whole?  

Crown Jewels 

3. In which English ceremonial county has the number of cities snowballed from zero to three in 
the ten years since 2012? 

Essex   (Chelmsford, Southend, 
Colchester) 

4. The Italian wine Lacryma Christi is made from grapes grown on the slopes of which iconic 
mountain? 

Mount Vesuvius 

5. Also associated with roads, what term is used in rugby league for what most sports call a 
substitute? 

Interchange 

6. What is assessed by an Ishihara Test? Colour vision or equivalent 

7. Which city, Europe’s second busiest port, is usually considered the hub of the world diamond 
trade? 

Antwerp 

8. What is the surname of the Liz Truss’s spouse? O’Leary (Hugh) 

9. Which eminent Briton is depicted in the watermark in each visa page of a current UK passport? William Shakespeare 

10. Units: a megagram is expressed more briefly as what? Tonne 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Behind Pre-decimal Coinage  

a) Which British bird was depicted on the reverse of a farthing, at the time the least valuable coin 
in circulation? 

Wren 

b) Also known as lady’s cushion or sea pink, what is the money-related name for the plant on the 
reverse of pre-decimalisation threepenny bits? 

Thrift 

c) The reverse of the halfpenny depicted which iconic ship, the dubious proceeds from whose 
voyages paid off the entire government debt? 

Golden Hind 
(Accept Pelican) 

2. Sportsmen as Brands The full brand name (forename and surname) is required for each answer. 
a) Which former World Heavyweight Boxing Champion lent his name to a “Lean Mean Fat-

Reducing Grilling Machine”? 
George Foreman 

b) Fred Perry have withdrawn a black and yellow polo shirt design because which ultra-right-wing 
group had adopted it as an unofficial uniform? 

The Proud Boys 

c) Now with a foothold in the UK, which is Canada’s biggest fast-food chain, named after the 
former ice hockey star who was its joint founder? 

Tim Horton(s) 

3. Municipal Nicknames  
a) Which UK city is sometimes known as Stroke City, a reference not to its inhabitants’ health 

issues, but to how its alternative names are presented in print? 
Derry/Londonderry 
(Accept either name) 
 b) Which city in the South of England is known to its inhabitants as Chi (Rhyme with why)? Chichester 

c) Which town, by some reckonings Cornwall’s most populous, is known to locals as Snozzle? St Austell 

4. Artists’ Utterances Which famous artists are credited with these quotations? 
a) “In the future, everyone will be world-famous for 15 minutes.” Andy Warhol 

b) “I saw the angel in the marble and carved until I set him free.” Michelangelo Buonarotti 
(Accept Buonarotti) 

c) “It took me four years to paint like Raphael but a lifetime to paint like a child.” Pablo Picasso 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. Rock Festivals  

a) On which island is Afton Down, an open chalk down that was the site of several music festivals 
between 1968 and 1970, the last of which featured Joni Mitchell and Jimi Hendrix? 

Isle of Wight 

b) Owned by Michael Eavis, what is the name of the farm near Pilton, Somerset that hosts the 
Glastonbury Festival? 

Worthy Farm 

c) Now described as a “Convention”, which band and its former personnel are central to what was 
previously known as Cropredy Festival? 

Fairport Convention 

6. Anatomy: Shared Names  
a) Which Latin word, variously meaning bark, rind, shell or husk, is often used anatomically for the 

surface layer of organs, notably the brain and kidneys? 
Cortex 

b) Meanwhile, which word describes the soft centre of the aforementioned and other body parts, 
being Latin for pith or marrow?  

Medulla 

c) From the Latin for neck, what is the anatomical term for the neck itself and the neck of the 
uterus? 

Cervix 

7. Misleading Regions Of which European countries are the following present day or historic regions: 
a) Franconia? Germany 

b) Finnmark? Norway 

c) South Tyrol? Italy 

8. Italian Liqueurs  
a) Which anise-flavoured liqueur, traditionally served garnished with three coffee beans, takes its 

name from the Italian for elderberry? 
Sambuca 

b) Its name meaning a little bitter, which almond liqueur from the city of Saronno shares its name 
with a type of biscuit? 

Amaretto 

c) Taking its distinctive yellow colour from saffron, which liqueur’s name is an Italian word for a 
witch?  

Strega 



Beer Round 
 

1.   
a) Allegedly a reference to how they died, what name was often given to those graveyards in the 

western USA where gunfighters were buried? 
Boot Hill 
(“died with their boots on”) 

b) Which French actor and mime artist was associated with the persona of Bip the Clown? Marcel Marceau 

c) A show from which country inspired the long-running TV espionage series Homeland? Israel 

2.   
a) A reference to one in biblical Jerusalem on a site which had been a source of high quality clay 

ceramics, what name is given to graveyards reserved for the unidentified and destitute?  
Potter’s Field 

b) Which French actor, film-maker and mime artist was associated with the persona of Monsieur 
Hulot? 

Jacques Tati 

c) A film from which country inspired the TV comedy horror series What We Do in the Shadows? New Zealand 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. What is by far the most common application of a four-in-hand knot? Tying a Tie 

2. Taking their name for one in Corsica, what name is given to the small circular forts constructed 
around England’s south and east coasts to defend against invasion from Napoleonic France? 

Martello Towers 

3. Since 1938, what colour has been used for Wisden Cricketers’ Almanac?  Yellow 

 


