
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, January 18th. 
Set by: Roger Springthorpe 

 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are 
not essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is 
“Tom Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in 
italics are purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, 
“Roosevelt” for “Theodore Roosevelt”), you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the 
answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 

  



Individual Round 1 All answers contain a reference to a flower 
 
 

1. Which racing team was founded by Colin Chapman?  
I 

Lotus 
 

2. Which type of extremely brief hot pants were named after those worn by a character in an 
American TV series that ran from 1979 until 1985? 

Daisy Dukes 

3. Who played Ena Sharples in Coronation Street? Violet Carson  

4. In Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, which heroine is shipwrecked and conceals her identity by 
posing as a man? 

Viola 

5 Which female dance group were founded in Paris in the 1930s, and have been appearing at 
the Le Lido club de Paris for over seventy years? 

Bluebell Girls 

6. Which Irish writer won the Booker Prize for her novel The Sea, The Sea? Iris Murdoch 

7. Using which name did Iva Toguri D’Aquino become infamous? Tokyo Rose 

8. The noble Lady Emile Charlotte de Bathe made a career on the stage in the nineteenth 
century using which name? 

Lily Langtry 

9. Which character is famous for her tea service with the hand painted blue periwinkles  Hyacinth Bucket 

10. After their single “Baby Now That I’ve Found You” reached #1 in the USA but only #11 in the 
UK, which follow up single reached #2 in the UK and #3 in the USA? 

Build Me Up Buttercup 

 



Team Round 2 
1. Literature 

Hy 
 

a) In which state of the USA has Steven King set the majority of his books? Maine 

b) Which novel by Ernest Hemingway features the running of the bulls at Pamplona? The Sun Also Rises 

c) Who was the first writer to be buried in Poets Corner? Geoffrey Chaucer 

2. Rivers  
a) The river Axe rises at which British tourist attraction where it is estimated people have lived 

for 50,000 years? 
Wookey Hole 

b) The river Tigris flows through three countries: Turkey, Iraq and which other? Syria 

c) The Shinano is the longest river in which country? Japan 

3. TV double ups  
a) Rachel Shelton and Carol Drinkwater have both played the wife of the central character in 

two series of which stories? 
All Creatures Great and Small 

b) David Rintoul and Bill Simpson played the same Scotsman in two different series of which 
stories? 

Dr. Finlay’s Casebook 

c) Which policeman has been played on TV by Michael Gambon and Rowan Atkinson? Maigret 

4. Football  
a) Who is the only footballer to score 4 goals in a European Cup final? Ferenc Puskas 

b) Which European club is nicknamed The Old Lady?  Juventus (accept Hertha Berlin) 

c) What number on the back of a football shirt did both Maradona and Pele both say was 
lucky? 

10 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Animals  

a) What is the correct term for a young hedgehog? Hoglet 

b) What is the correct term for a female crocodile? Cow 

c) What is the correct term for a litter of young piglets? Farrow 

6. Mythology  
a) In Greek Mythology who was the father of Phobos and Deimos? Ares 

b) In Norse mythology from what was Bifrost, the bridge between Asgard and Earth, 
constructed? 

A Rainbow 

c) According to Celtic mythology who built the Giants Causeway? Accept Fingal or Finn McCool or 
FinnMacCumhail 

7. UK Politics  
a) The symbol used by the House of Commons is what object topped with Saint Edward’s 

Crown? 
Portcullis 

b) Who, or what, is sometimes referred to as LOTO? Leader of the Opposition (accept 
Keir Starmer) 

c) What is Sir Keir Starmer’s middle name? Rodney 

8. First Ladies Which post-war US President had a First Lady with the first name…. 
a) Pat? Richard Nixon 

b) Laura? George W(alker) Bush (George 
Bush Jr.) 

c) Rosalyn Jimmy Carter 



Individual Round 3 All answers have a link to the surname of a famous Michael 
 
 

1. In which city was Dick Turpin tried and executed for his crimes? York 

2. Abdullah II is monarch of which country? Jordan 

3. Who was the last native born Prince of Wales? Owen Glendower  

4. Whose law is an adage that states that the amount of work expands to fill the time available 
for its completion? 

Parkinson 

5. In the Sherlock Holmes story “The Hound of the Baskervilles” what is the surname of the 
butler to Sir Henry who is brother-in-law to the escaped murderer? 

Barrymore 

6. The name of the masked hero Zorro translates into English as what? Fox 

7. Which jockey with over 8,000 wins in his career won his fourth and last Kentucky Derby aged 
54? 

Willie Shoemaker 

8. Which silent film comedian appeared in the films “Steamboat Bill” and “Sherlock Junior”? Buster Keaton 

9. Which Hollywood Actress was said to have begun the trend for posing for a magazine cover 
while pregnant when she did so for Vanity Fair? 

Demi Moore 

10. What is the state capital of Mississippi? Jackson 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Inhabitants What is the correct term for an inhabitant of 

a) Sydney? Sydneysider 

b) Hong Kong? Hongkonger 

c) Vancouver Vancouverite 

2. Oz  
a) In which state of Australia is Melbourne located? Victoria 

b) In which month does Australia Day occur? January 

c) Australia has the longest fence in the world which is designed to keep which animals out of 
the agricultural south-east? 

Dingoes (accept Dogs) 

3. Jackets  
a) Which type of jacket takes its name from one worn by a character in Peyton Place? Harrington Jacket 

b) Which jacket was developed from the B5 flight jacket? Bomber Jacket 

c) The name of which type of jacket first appeared in print in 1952 reporting on the vivid 
coloured jackets worn by a Cambridge rowing club? 

Blazer 

4. Oz  
a) What did the initial L stand for in the name of L. Frank Baum, the creator of The Wizard of 

Oz? 
Lyman 

b) What was the surname of Dorothy? Gale 

c) What was the first food eaten by Dorothy after landing in the Land of the Munchkins? Apples (thrown by the orchard 
trees) 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. Surnames  

a) Which is the most common surname in Scotland? Smith 

b) Which surname comes from a maker of large boxes and chests? Arkwright 

c) Which is the only country that still has the system of taking a surname of a son from the first 
name of a parent, usually the father? 

Iceland 

6. History  
a) What name was given to the political regime established by Oliver Cromwell between 1649 

and 1660? 
The Commonwealth 

b) Who did Adolph Hitler succeed as head of state in Germany? Paul von Hindenburg 

c) Which class of people were known as helots in Sparta? Slaves 

7. Private Eyes on Film  
a) In the film that won Jane Fonda her Best Actress Oscar, what was the name of the detective 

played by Donald Sutherland? 
John Klute 

b) In the film Marlowe, starring James Garner, which screen legend played the hired muscle of 
the main villain? 

Bruce Lee 

c) What was the sequel to Chinatown called? The Two Jakes 

8. Track Stars  
a) What feat was accomplished by Australian runner John Landy in Finland in 1954? He ran the Second Sub-Four 

Minute Mile 
b) Who was the first British athlete to run the 200 metres in less than 20 seconds? John Regis 

c) Who is the only track star to win four gold medals in the same event in four successive 
Olympics?  

Carl Lewis 



 
Round 5 Individual questions The answer to each question is a famous Mary 
 

1. Which film is associated with the chimney sweep ballet? Mary Poppins 

2. Who founded the National Viewers and Listeners Association? Mary Whitehouse 

3. Who was the first Motown female solo artist to top the US singles chart? Mary Wells 

4. Who was president of Ireland from 1990 to 1997? Mary Robinson 

5. Which actress was a founder member of the film company United Artists? Mary Pickford 

6. Under what pseudonym did Agatha Christie publish 14 romance novels including The Giant’s 
Breath and The Rose and the Yew Tree?  

Mary Westmacott 

7. Who in the bible did Jesus cleanse of evil spirits? Mary Magdalene  

8. Who was BBC Sports Personality of the Year in 1972? Mary Peters 

9. Who was Queen to George V from 1910 to 1936? Mary of Teck 

10. Which writer created the Borrowers? Mary Norton 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Science  

a) With a name meaning “cloud” or “halo”, which type of clouds are primarily responsible for 
rain and snow? 

Nimbus or Nimbostratus 

b) In which organ of the human body would you find Betz cells? The Brain 

c) Which scientist was the first to reliably calculate, via an experiment involving two Egyptian 
cities, the circumference of the Earth? 

Eratosthenes 

2. Motor manufacturers Which motor manufacturer has, or had, these slogans 
a) A breed apart. Jaguar 

b) The lion goes from strength to strength. Peugeot 

c) Everything we do is driven by you. Ford 

3. Classical music  
a) Which 18th century composer was primarily responsible for establishing the forms of the 

symphony and the string quartet? 
Joseph Haydn 

b) Which Italian composer was known as the Devil’s Violinist, and would often play intricate 
music on one string violin? 

Nicolo Paganini 

c) Which British composer’s 1922 Symphony No. 3 is also called the Pastoral Symphony? Ralph Vaughan Williams 

4. Generals Nicknames Which general was known as 
a) Old Blood and Guts? George S. Patton 

b) Vinegar Joe? Joseph Stillwell 

c) The Butcher of the Somme? Douglas Haig 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Trees  

a) Which genus of nectar-producing Australian flowers are named after an English botanist 
who was president of the Royal Society for over 41 years, from 1778 to 1820? 

Banksia 

b) What name is often given to eucalyptus trees due to the way they ooze sap if their bark is 
broken? 

Gum Trees 

c) Which is the only country of the world to take its name from a species of tree? Brazil 

6. Musical fools  
a) From which work did the Beatles “Fool on the Hill” originally come? Magical Mystery Tour 

b) Elkie Brooks had a hit with “Fool if You Think it’s Over” in 1982, but who originally wrote and 
released it? 

Chris Rea 

c) Who originally had a hit with “Why Do Fools Fall in Love”? Frankie Lymon and the Teenagers 

7. Spies  
a) Who was first spymaster for Elizabeth I?  Francis Walsingham 

b) Who head of the intelligence service of the Union Army for the first two years of the 
American Civil war? 

Alan Pinkerton 

c) The SIS is the alternative title of MI6 what do the initials stand for? Secret Intelligence Service 

8. Art  
a) The Hay Wain by Constable shows a scene by which English river? Stour 

b) Who painted American Gothic? Grant Wood 

c) In the world of art for what is Lisa Gherardini famous?  She was (supposedly) the subject 
of the Mona Lisa 



Individual Round 7 All answers are alliterative 
 
 

1. Who was fifth emperor of the Mongol empire and founder of the Yuan dynasty of China? Kublai Khan 

2. Who was quizmaster on the original series of Take Your Pick on British TV? Michael Miles 

3. Which author created the character of Dirk Pitt? Clive Cussler 

4. There is a statue, also a national monument, to which hero at Stirling in Scotland? William Wallace 

5. Who was the manager of the French team at the 2022 FIFA World Cup? Didier Deschamps 

6. Who, together with his cousin Ben Warriss, had a 32-year career as a comedy team, and 
were the first such team to have their own programme on British TV? 

Jimmy Jewel 

7. Which villain was first named in the 15th century Ballad of Robin Hood and went on to be 
played in The Adventures of Robin Hood by Basil Rathbone? 

Accept Guy Gisbourne or Guy of 
Gisbourne 

8. Which Marvel comic had the slogan “The World's Greatest Comic Magazine!” from the 
1960s into the 1990s? 

Fantastic Four 

9. Which gemstone took its name from a Latin word for “stone” and an ancient Persian word 
for “blue”? 

Lapus Lazuli 

10. What is the actual name of the car that shared its nickname with one used for a common 
undistinguished cat? 

Morris Minor (Moggie) 

 



Team Round 8 
1. Motorway services On which motorways are these service areas? 

a) Hopwood Park M42 

b) Michael Wood North M5 

c) Cobham M25 

2. Roald Dahl  
a) What formed the basic diet of the BFG? Snozzcumbers 

b) In which city was Roald Dahl born? Cardiff 

c) Which city did James fly his Giant Peach to? New York City 

3. Buildings  
a) In which city can the Pitti Palace be found? Florence 

b) In which city is the only one of the top ten tallest buildings of England not to be found in 
London? 

Manchester 

c) Which famous building was built under orders from Pope Sixtus IV? Sistine Chapel 

4. Test cricket Which batsman scored the most Test runs 
a) In the 1970s? Sunil Gavaskar 

b) The 1980s? Allan Border 

c) The 1990s? Alec Stewart 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. American Poetry  

a) Which famous American poem begins on a cold December night, with the narrator deep in 
thought over Lenore? 

The Raven 

b) Which American poem about sport is set in the town of Mudville? Casey at the Bat 

c) Which American poet wrote the poem “O Captain! My Captain!” Walt Whitman 

6. Bohemian Rhapsody  
a) Which name for one of the seven princes of Hell in the bible is mentioned in the lyrics of 

Bohemian Rhapsody? 
Beelzebub 

b) What word appearing in the lyrics of Bohemian Rhapsody translates into English as “In the 
Name of God”? 

Bismillah 

c) The name of which clown from traditional French comedy drama appears in the lyrics of 
Bohemian Rhapsody? 

Scaramouche 

7. Museums  
a) What sort of museum was founded by the broadcaster Gyles Brandreth? Teddy Bear Museum 

b) The Churchill War Rooms are part of which larger museum system? Imperial War Museum 

c) In which British city is the National Football Museum? Manchester 

8. Christmas  
a) Which popular Christmas beverage was also known as milk punch? Eggnog 

b) In which 2004 film did Tom Hanks voice or play six different characters, including The 
Conductor?  

The Polar Express 

c) Associated with Nat ‘King’ Cole, what foodstuff is mentioned in the first line of The 
Christmas Song? 

Chestnuts 



Beer Round 
Rubric 

1. Beer time  
a) Which writer created the detective Jack Frost? R.D. Wingfield 

b) Which was the only group to have a hit (or Top 40) single in the UK every year of the 1970s? Hot Chocolate 

c) In which organ of the human body are the limbic cells located? Brain 

2. Beer time  
a) Which writer created the detectives Dalziel and Pascoe? Reginald Hill 

b) Just edging out Madness, which group spent more weeks on the UK singles chart than 
anybody else in the 1980s? 

UB40 

c) Which is the largest part of the human brain? Cerebrum 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. What are the two winning numbers in craps? 7 and 11 

2. In which foreign capital did the 2022 Tour de France start? Copenhagen 

3. What was the name of the sequel to the Oscar winning film “In the Heat of the Night”? They Call Me Mister Tibbs 

 


