
 
 
 
 

Questions for Wednesday, 1st March, 2023 
 

Set by: MERLIN. 
  

Question Reader: All parts of the answer shown in Bold Face are required. Parts shown in ordinary type are not 
essential, but if given incorrectly will mean that the answer is wrong; for example, if the answer shown is “Tom 
Watson”, “Watson” would be a correct answer, but “John Watson” would be incorrect. Parts shown in italics are 
purely explanatory and are not required. If the answer offered is incomplete (for example, “Roosevelt” for 
“Theodore Roosevelt”, you may, at your discretion, ask the person answering to expand the answer. 

In the event of any problem, three spare questions can be found on the final sheet. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are ready to start reading the questions, proceed to the next page 
Press Page Up or Page Down to move between rounds (or half-rounds for team questions) 

 
 



Individual Round 1 All answers contain a fruit.  (There may be variations in some spellings throughout this quiz.) 
 
 

1. Anatomically speaking, the laryngeal prominence of the thyroid cartilage is more commonly 
known by what name? 

Adam’s Apple 

2. By what Christian name was Sir Winston Churchill’s wife known? Clementine 

3. Which actor played Felix Unger in “The Odd Couple” and Jerry/Daphne in “Some Like It Hot”? Jack Lemmon 

4. The mother of the singer Mabel was also a singer whose biggest solo UK hit was “Buffalo 
Stance” in 1988. Who is she? 

Neneh Cherry 

5. Who was the Methodist minister who became the first president of Zimbabwe in 1980? Reverend Canaan Banana 

6. Who is the main antagonist and villain of Graham Greene’s novel “The Third Man”? Harry Lime 

7. Rising in Lesotho and discharging into the Atlantic Ocean via South Africa and Namibia, what is 
Southern Africa’s longest river? 

Orange River 

8. What comprises the entire diet of silkworms? Mulberry Leaves 

9. Which novel by Mark Twain was first published in 1884? The Adventures of  
Huckleberry Finn 

10. What is a reference to the informal circulation of rumours and unofficial information shared by 
a group of people known as? 

The Grapevine 

 
  



Team Round 2 
1. Myths and Legends. Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Who was the minstrel who accompanied Robin Hood’s men? Alan-a-Dale 

b) Which famous ship shares its name with that of a witch in the Robert Burns poem  
“Tam-o-Shanter”? 

Cutty Sark 

c) In English folklore, what was the name of the man-eating monster who was slain by Beowulf? Grendel (also accept Grendel’s 
Mother or The Dragon) 

2. The Wild West. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In which Arizona town did the 1881 “Gunfight at the OK Corral” take place Tombstone 

b) Jesse James was killed in 1882, when which member of his gang shot him in the back? 
 

Robert (Bob) Ford 

c) Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity Jane Canary are both buried in the Mount Moriah cemetery in 
which city of South Dakota. 

Deadwood 

3. Music Mix. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) The original line up of a band formed in Liverpool in 1978 were Pete de Freitas, Ian McCulloch, 

Les Pattinson and Will Sergeant. Which band? 
Echo and the Bunnymen 

b) Which Russian composer wrote the music for the 1935 ballet “Romeo and Juliet”, and also the 
symphonic fairy tale “Peter and the Wolf? 

Serge Prokofiev 

c) Big band leader Glenn Miller was a virtuoso of which musical instrument? Trombone 

4. Literature. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Who was the hero of “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and other books by the American author 

Washington Irving”? 
Ichabod Crane 

b) Which James Hilton novel tells the story of a schoolmaster’s life at the fictional school 
Brookfield? 

Goodbye Mr. Chips 

c) In Beatrix Potter’s book beginning “Once upon a time, there were four little rabbits; Flopsy, 
Mopsy, Peter…” and who else? 

Cottontail 



Team Round 2 (Continued) 
5. Astronomy. Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Between which two planets is the Asteroid Belt situated? Mars and Jupiter 

b) What is the nearest star to our Solar System? Proxima Centauri (accept Alpha 
Centauri, the triple star system it is in) 

c) Appointed by Charles II in 1675, who was the first Astronomer Royal Sir John Flamsteed 

6. Wine. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What French term is a recommendation to bring a wine to room temperature prior to 

consumption? 
Chambre 

b) Tokay is a rich red wine of high quality. From which country does it originate? Hungary 

c) Which red Italian wine from Tuscany, is often sold in familiar wicker-covered bottles known as 
“fiascos?” 

Chianti 

7. Fictitious Animals. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What is the name of the parrot in the Doctor Doolittle stories by Hugh Lofting? Polynesia 

b) What are the names of two adult canines in Dodie Smith’s books “101 Dalmatians” and its 
sequel “The Starlight Barking”? 

Pongo and Perdita 

c) What is the tiger called in Yann Martell’s “Life of Pi”? Richard Parker 

8. Islands Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What is the only town on the Isle of Mull? Tobermory 

b) What is the name of the flying island in “Gulliver’s Travels”? Laputa 

c) Which is the nearest of the Channel Islands to the English coast? Alderney 



Individual Round 3 “Q”   All answers contain at least one letter “Q” 
 
 

1. Who is the vicious, ill-tempered grotesque dwarf who is the villain of Dickens “Old Curiosity 
Shop”? 

Daniel Quilp 

2. In England, what is the collective name for Lady Day, Midsummers Day, Michaelmas Day and 
Christmas Day? 

Quarter Days 

Q What courtesy title is conferred on the eldest son of the Dukes of Devonshire? Marquis of Hartington 

4. Although not its state capital, what is the most populous city in New Mexico? Albuquerque 

5. Also called a bolt, what is the alternative name of a projectile fired by a crossbow? Quarrel 

6. Maputo is the capital city of which African country? Mozambique 

7. In tiddlywinks. what are the larger discs called which are used to propel the smaller “winks” into 
a pot? 

Squidgers 

8. What sub-species of plains zebra, endemic to South Africa was hunted to extinction in the late 
19th century? 

Quagga 

9. What name was applied to the explorer-soldiers of the Portuguese and Spanish empires of the 
15th and 16th centuries? 

Conquistadors 

10. Who was the central character of the Broadway musical and subsequent film “The Man of La 
Mancha? 

Don Quixote 

 



Team Round 4 
1. Bears Click here to enter rubric. 

a) Which sub-species of brown bear takes its name from an island off the coast of Alaska USA? Kodiak Bear 

b) What is the name of the fictional village where Rupert Bear lives? Nutwood 

c) Which Shakespeare play contains the stage direction “Exit (stage left) pursued by a bear? The Winters’ Tale 

2. Art. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Name the French impressionist artist who spent the last years of his life painting in Tahiti. Paul Gauguin 

b) What is the painting technique in which a large-scale painting is made up of tiny dots? Pointillism 

c) Which artist’s studio was known as “the Factory” from 1963 until his death in 1987? Andy Warhol 

3. “Macs” in TV sit coms. 
 

Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which actor played Gareth Keenan in “The Office”? MacKenzie Crook 

b) In the Blackadder series, which actor portrayed Lord Percy Percy and Captain Darling? Tim McInnerny 

c) Which character in “Porridge” had the same surname as the actor who played him? Mr. MacKay (Fulton Mackay. 

4. Admirals. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Who was the commander of the British grand fleet at the battle of Jutland in 1916? Admiral Sir John Jellicoe 

b) What was the name of the tavern where Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Treasure Island” begins? The Admiral Benbow Inn 

c) Who was the Roman admiral and general who defeated the fleet of Cleopatra and Mark 
Anthony at the battle of Actium in 31BC? 

Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa 



Team Round 4 (Continued) 
5. County Towns. What are the County Towns (Administration Centres) of the following: 

a) Isle of Wight. Newport 

b) The Shetland Islands. Lerwick 

c) North Yorkshire. Northallerton 

6. Plays. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which of George Bernard Shaw’s plays is centred around an official in the Salvation Army? Major Barbara 

b) Which English playwright wrote the plays “Entertaining Mr. Sloane”, “What the Butler Saw” and 
“Loot” among others 

Joe Orton 

c) What is the name of J. M. Barrie’s stage play of 1901, which lent its name to a well-known 
brand of confectionery? 

Quality Street 

7. Landmarks. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) In which state of the USA is the Mount Rushmore memorial located? South Dakota 

b) The enormous Buddhist temple “Angkor Wat” is situated in which country? Cambodia 

c) Started in 1882, and as yet incomplete, the Sagrada Familia Church in Barcelona was designed 
by which Spanish architect? 

Antoni Gaudi 

8. Three letter groups. Reference to music groups with three letter names. 
a) ‘Monster’ and ‘Automatic for the People’ are best-selling albums by which band? R.E.M. 

b) Who was the lead singer with the Norwegian group A-ha? Morten Harket 

c) ‘Making Plans for Nigel’ and ‘Senses Working Overtime’, were hit singles for which English rock 
band? 

XTC 



(Second Half) Individual Round 5 All answers include the name of a city of the UK.  
 

1. Name the actor who played title roles in the films “Elmer Gantry” and “The Birdman of 
Alcatraz.” 

Burt Lancaster 

2. Which song by The New Vaudeville Band reached No. 4 in the UK charts in October 1966? Winchester Cathedral 

3. Who was the British Army officer who founded the Special Air Services (SAS)? Lieutenant Colonel  
Sir Archibald David Stirling 

4. Who is the lead vocalist of the group Radiohead? Thom Yorke 

5. Name the USA’s fourth largest bank which was originally formed to handle banking and express 
business due to the 1849 Californian gold rush. 

Wells Fargo 

6. The Reverend Charles Primrose is the title character of which novel by Oliver Goldsmith? The Vicar of Wakefield 

7. What is the name of the traditional Irish melody to which the ballad ‘Danny Boy’ is sung? The Londonderry Air 

8. Photographer Thomas Patrick John Anson held which title from 1960, until his death in 2005? The 5th Earl of Litchfield. 
(accept Lord Lichfield.) 

9. A “one-hit wonder” by the folk group Fiddlers Dram, reached No.3 in the UK charts in 1979 with 
which song? 

Day Trip to Bangor (Didn’t we 
have a lovely time) 

10. Which loose-fitting wide trousers were popular attire from the mid 1920’s until the late 1950’s 
and especially favoured by university undergraduates? 

Oxford Bags 

 



Team Round 6 
1. Science Mix. Click here to enter rubric. 

a) What is the name of a line on a map or chart which joins up places of equal depth of water? Isobath 

b) What is the more common name of the compound Magnesium Sulphate? Epsom Salts 

c) What name is given to the process whereby certain substances can be changed from a solid to a 
vapour without becoming a liquid? 

Sublimation 

2. Not the Domestic Appliance Set. Answers contain names of domestic appliance manufacturers. 
a) An actor famous for playing smooth upper-class comedy roles in several Carry On films and The 

Navy Lark amongst many others. Who was this actor who died in 2022? 
Leslie Phillips 

b) Which structure was built on the Colorado river in order to form Lake Mead, the USA’s largest 
reservoir? 

The Hoover Dam 

c) Who was the Dutch artist whose best-known work is “the Garden of Earthly Delights? Hieronymous Bosch 

3. Famous Women. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Who was the American born British politician who became the first female Member of 

Parliament to take her seat in the House of Commons? 
Viscountess Nancy Astor 

b) A daughter of Lord Byron, who was the mathematician who is regarded as the first computer 
programmer when assisting with Charles Babbage’s “Analytical Engine”? 

Ada Lovelace (accept Ada King. 
The Countess of Lovelace) 

c) Who was the British-Jamaican nurse who tended sick and wounded soldiers during the Crimean 
War, later receiving the Order of Merit? 

Mary Seacole 

4. London. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) On the London underground system, which colour represents the District line? Green 

b) What is the official residence of the Lord Mayor of London? The Mansion House 

c) With what type of business would you associate Lombard Street? Accept any of ... 
Banking / Finance / Insurance. 



Team Round 6 (Continued) 
5. Sorcery. Click here to enter rubric. 

a) In British folk lore, what was the name of the sorceress sister of King Arthur who revealed 
Guinivere’s infidelity by means of a magic potion? 

Morgan-le-Fay (or Morgana) 

b) Which writer is famed for many occult novels including “The Haunting of Toby Jugg”, “The 
Gateway to Hell” and “The Devil Rides Out”, and many more? 

Dennis Wheatley 

c) What was the self-appointed title assumed by Matthew Hopkins, who orchestrated a campaign 
against sorcery in the 17th century and who later became a victim of his own purge? 

The Witchfinder General 

6. Assassinations. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which English king was murdered in Berkeley Castle in 1327 at the instigation of his wife 

Isabella and her lover Roger de Mortimer? 
Edward II 

b) Who was the Conservative MP who was killed by an IRA bomb in the car park of the House of 
Commons in 1979? 

Airey Neave 

c) French revolutionary leader Jean Paul Marat was stabbed whilst in his bath, by which minor 
French aristocrat? 

Charlotte Corday 

7. “Dickensian.” In which Dickens novels do the following characters appear? 
a) Lady Honoria Dedlock, John Jarndyce and Inspector Bucket. Bleak House 

b) Newman Noggs, Smike and Wackford Squeers. Nicholas Nickleby 

c) Sissy Jupe, Thomas Gradgrind and Mr. M’Choakumchild. Hard Times 

8. Animal Adjectives. Which animal is represented by the following adjectives? 
a) Vulpine. Fox 

b) Leporine. Hare 

c) Murine. Mouse 



Individual Round 7 All answers contain the name of a bird. 
 
 

1. In the sit com “Hi-De-Hi”, what was the name of the grumpy and drunken Punch and Judy man 
played by Leslie Dwyer 

Mr. Partridge 

2. Who led the second expedition to successfully reach the South Pole in January 1912 Captain Robert Falcon Scott 

3. In a curious game of croquet in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, live hedgehogs were used as 
balls. What were used as mallets? 

Flamingoes 

4. Which Fleetwood Mac hit single of 1968 was their only UK No. 1 to date? Albatross 

5. What is the location of the international airport which serves the island of Newfoundland, 
Canada? 

Gander 

6. Who are the identical twins who have represented the Labour Party in Parliament, and were the 
first twins to be elected as MP’s? 

Angela and Maria Eagle 

7. Also known as The Cotton State and the Heart of Dixie, what is the most familiar nickname of 
Alabama, USA? 

The Yellowhammer State 

8. Who was the FBI agent and protagonist in Thomas Harris’s novels “The Silence of the Lambs” 
and “Hannibal”, played on screen by Jodie Foster and Julianne Moore respectively? 

Clarice Starling 

9. What name was given to the mostly unused hospitals which were rapidly built during the Covid 
Pandemic at great expense? 

Nightingale Hospitals 

10. Natty Bumpo, a character who features in James Fenimore Cooper’s pentalogy known 
collectively as “The Leatherstocking Tales”, is better known by what name?  

Hawkeye 
(Last of the Mohicans, etc.) 

 
  



Team Round 8 
1. Religion. Click here to enter rubric. 

a) In the Christian Church, what name is given to the first day of Holy Week? Palm Sunday (or Passion Sunday) 

b) Name the American who founded the Christian Science movement. Mary Baker Eddy 

c) Which religion that originated in the Punjab at the end of the 15th century, was founded by 
Guru Nanak. 

Sikhism 

2. Transport. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What was the name of the cheap transatlantic air service inaugurated in 1977 by Freddie Laker? Sky Train 

b) The M.G. Motor Company was founded in Oxford in 1924. What do the letters M and G stand 
for? 

Morris Garages 

c) What is the name of the casing in which a ship’s compass and other navigational instruments 
are kept? 

Binnacle 

3. First Names of Rock. What are the given first names of the following:- 
a) Former Black Sabbath lead singer “Ozzy” Osborne. John (John Michael Osborne) 

b) Band leader and former Squeeze keyboard player Jools Holland. Julian (Julian Miles Holland) 

c) Lead singer with Slade between 1966 and 1992. Neville (Neville John Holder) 

4. Politics. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) What is historically the official residence of the Government Chief Whip? No. 12 Downing Street 

b) What is the name of the Spanish parliament? The Cortes 

c) Which American president was originally called Lesley Lynch King? Gerald Ford 



Team Round 8 (Continued) 
5. “Something Fishy,” From the descriptions given, define the fish.  

a) An Infantry weapon superseded by the bayonet. Pike 

b) The remains of an illegal cigarette. Roach 

c) A former unit of length equivalent to five and a half yards. Perch 

6. Stately Homes, etc. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which mansion near Dunstable is the seat of the Dukes of Bedford? Woburn Abbey 

b) Family seat of the Earls of Caernarvon, which stately home was used as the location of Downton 
Abbey on television and film? 

Highclere Castle 

c) Which comic strip character resided in Bunkerton Castle with his Aunt Matilda? Lord Snooty (accept Lord 
Marmaduke of Bunkerton) 

7. Livestock. From two varieties, name the species. 
a) Border Leicester and Romney Marsh. Sheep 

b) Indian Runner and Muscovy Duck 

c) Saddleback and Gloucester Old Spot. Pig 

8. Scientific Devices. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Which device measures wind speed and direction? Its name means “wind measure”. Anemometer 

b) Invented by Michael Faraday in 1831, which device transforms mechanical energy into electrical 
energy? 

Dynamo 

c) Which device is used to illustrate the dynamics of rotating bodies and to measure angular 
velocity and acceleration? 

Gyroscope (accept gyrometer) 



Beer Round 
Click here to enter rubric. 

1. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Central America:   What is the capital city of Nicaragua? Managua 

b) Anglo/American Equivalents:   We call it a Cos lettuce. What do Americans call it? Romaine Lettuce. 

c) A windhover is an alternative name for which bird? Kestrel 

2. Click here to enter title. Click here to enter rubric. 
a) Central America:   What is the capital city of Belize. Belmopan 

b) Anglo/American Equivalents:   We call this vegetable a swede. What do Americans call it? Rutabaga 

c) The glutton is an alternative name for which animal? Wolverine 

 
Spare Questions 
 

1. What is the family name of the Dukes of Marlborough? Spencer-Churchill 

2. What was the Roman name for the city of Chester? Deva 

3. Name the chemist and physicist who invented the vacuum flask in 1892. Sir James Dewar. 

 


